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WHY CLIMATE ACTION IS A WINNING 
ISSUE IN MICHIGAN 

 

The politics of climate have changed and embracing bold climate action is a winning 
message. Climate change is a defining issue for key voting blocs –younger voters, voters 
of color, and suburban women strongly believe we need bold, climate action and a more 
just and equitable economy now. Voters also don’t buy the Republican climate deniers’ lies 
about climate action and are tired of putting oil and gas CEOs profits ahead of working 
families. 

The climate crisis is here. Scientists around the globe are warning us if we don’t heed the 
advice of experts and take action to address climate change, it may be too late to avoid 
catastrophic consequences. In Michigan, the impacts of climate change will mean 
stronger storms, more flooding, and hotter temperatures that decrease winter ice on the 
Great Lakes. The state’s agriculture, it’s economy and people’s health will all be hurt:  

• Climate change is estimated to cost Michigan $5,178,650,000 a year by the year 
2100.  

• In the last decade, Michigan witnessed three severe flooding events that caused a 
total of at least $12 billion in damages and 5 deaths.  

• Climate change will also harm the state’s agriculture, outdoor recreation and 
tourism industries.  

• In 2019, seventeen counties in Michigan received an F grade for ozone pollution, 
and Detroit was ranked the 10th worst city in America for particle pollution.  

• 13 water systems across the state have tested positive for lead, and communities 
in Flint remain without access to clean drinking water due to lead contamination.  

That is why it is critical to have a robust discussion about how we tackle the climate crisis 
and fight for environmental justice. Strong majorities of Michiganders (and American 
voters) believe climate change is happening now and are worried about its effects. 59% of 
Michiganders believe both the President and Congress should do more to address climate 
change, as do 71% of American voters. 

 

  

https://www.miclimateaction.org/climate_change_and_michigan
https://www.miclimateaction.org/climate_change_and_michigan
http://www.impactlab.org/research/estimating-economic-damage-from-climate-change-in-the-united-states/
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/billions/events/MI/2009-2020
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/0,4610,7-125--519110--,00.html
https://outdoorindustry.org/advocacy/
https://www.lung.org/media/press-releases/state-of-the-air-north-carolina
https://www.mlive.com/news/flint/2019/02/13-michigan-water-systems-flunk-federal-test-for-excessive-lead.html
https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/visualizations-data/ycom-us/
https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/visualizations-data/ycom-us/
https://www.climatepower2020.org/resources/democrats-need-to-go-bold-on-climate/
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CANDIDATE BACKGROUNDS 
 

SENATOR GARY PETERS 
Senator Gary Peters was elected to the U.S. Senate in 2014. Prior, he served as a member 
of the U.S. House of Representatives for the 9th and later the 14th districts.  Peters served 
as a Lieutenant Commander in the U.S. Navy, as Commissioner of the Michigan Lottery, 
and as a member of the Michigan State Senate.  

Senator Gary Peters believes in climate science, stating that the threat of climate change 
caused largely by human activity was an “undeniable fact.”  

In March of 2019, Peters called on the Senate to pass legislation to ween the U.S. from 
dependence on fossil fuels, and in April of 2019, Peters said he supported parts of the 
Green New Deal. Peters criticized Trump’s withdrawal from the Paris Climate Agreement, 
arguing that climate change was “a significant issue that can only be addressed through 
international cooperation.” 

Senator Peters has a proven record of standing up for Michigan communities impacted by 
flooding. Whether its introducing legislation to support Great Lakes communities facing 
rising water levels and costal erosion or pushing for infrastructure funding for Michigan 
communities impacted by flash flooding, climate change has been center stage in Peters’ 
calls for action.  

Senator Peters knows the havoc the climate crisis is already wrecking on Michigan 
farmers, and as Senator he has joined bi-partisan efforts to protect Michigan’s agriculture 
industry, fighting for funding and assistance for crop growers, livestock producers and 
the forestry industry. 

For almost two decades, Peters has fought to protect the health of the Great Lakes and 
Michigan’s drinking water supply. He has bolstered funding for the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative, increased restrictions on oil and gas pipelines, secured funding for 
PFAS cleanup projects, and led the fight to grant emergency aid to Flint following the lead 
water crisis. 

Gary Peters recognizes the economic and national security benefits to tackling the climate 
crisis, and as Senator, he has championed investments in clean energy, green technology 
research and development, and in electric vehicles. 

 

https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-urges-senate-to-pass-commonsense-policies-to-address-climate-change-in-a-way-that-benefits-michigan-workers-families-great-lakes
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-urges-senate-to-pass-commonsense-policies-to-address-climate-change-in-a-way-that-benefits-michigan-workers-families-great-lakes
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/michigan/2019/04/22/gary-peters-supports-aspects-green-new-deal/3538851002/
https://www.facebook.com/SenGaryPeters/posts/addressing-climate-change-is-not-only-good-for-our-environment-but-its-critical-/10155393707429324/
https://wdet.org/posts/2017/05/31/85266-sen-gary-peters-withdrawing-from-paris-agreement-would-send-bad-message-to-world/
https://www.monroenews.com/news/20200318/peters-introduces-storm-act-to-address-lakeshore-flooding
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-stabenow-announce-192-million-for-flash-flooding-recovery-efforts-in-the-upper-peninsula
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-introduces-bipartisan-legislation-to-boost-disaster-response-assistance-for-state-and-local-governments
https://www.mlive.com/news/2020/03/senate-proposes-300-million-loan-fund-for-cities-battling-great-lakes-flooding.html
https://twitter.com/GaryPeters/status/1171147928800563201?s=20
https://twitter.com/GaryPeters/status/1182709749995003904?s=20
https://twitter.com/GaryPeters/status/1182709749995003904?s=20
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-joins-senate-working-forests-caucus
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-stabenow-urge-administration-to-ensure-continuity-of-food-supply-by-supporting-farmers-during-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-stabenow-urge-usda-to-help-michigan-farmers-facing-delayed-planting
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-joins-senate-working-forests-caucus
https://www.michigandaily.com/content/legislators-seek-outlaw-drilling-great-lakes
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-secures-9-million-increase-in-funding-for-great-lakes-restoration-initiative
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2016/06/14/congress-passes-bill-great-lakes-pipeline-measures/85863428/
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-michigan-delegation-members-announce-135-million-for-pfas-cleanup-efforts-at-former-wurtsmith-air-force-base
https://twitter.com/GaryPeters/status/1164993436161904640?s=20
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-urges-senate-to-pass-commonsense-policies-to-address-climate-change-in-a-way-that-benefits-michigan-workers-families-great-lakes
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060077255
https://www.wilx.com/2020/07/17/u-s-senators-peters-and-stabenow-welcome-over-25-million-in-funding-for-advanced-vehicle-technology-in-michigan/
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JOHN JAMES 
John James is a former U.S. Army helicopter pilot who now runs his family’s warehousing 
and logistics business in Detroit. James ran for Senate in 2018 against Sen. Debbie 
Stabenow, losing by 6%. James has acknowledged the existence of climate change but has 
doubted the science on the matter and questioned the impact of human activity on the 
changing climate.  

In 2018, James cast doubt on the scientific consensus that human action directly impacts 
on climate change. James said it didn’t matter whether climate change was “all the way 
man made or partially man made or earth or whatever.” He has said that the jury was “still 
out” on the human impact on the “natural phenomenon” of global warming, and claimed the 
long-proven impact of climate change was still being figured out and should be taken on a 
“case by case” basis. In 2018, James also insisted that “federal government overreach” 
was not the answer to tackling the climate crisis.  

James said he would have voted against legislation that included funding for the Great 
Lakes Restoration Initiative, was critical of the EPA, and supported President Trump’s 
decision to pull out of the Paris Climate Agreement, which James called a “bad deal” that 
held the U.S. to a different standard.  

 

 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=1804298853208789&ref=watch_permalink
https://www.dropbox.com/s/1hn4uwgyx1z85xx/Audio.mp3?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/1hn4uwgyx1z85xx/Audio.mp3?dl=0
https://twitter.com/JohnJamesMI/status/977220399699283968
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=402647093530193&ref=watch_permalink
http://www.wphm.net/episode/july-24-john-james/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=1804298853208789&ref=watch_permalink
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CONFRONTING THE CRISIS 

IF YOU SAY ONE THING 
The climate crisis is here, and it’s already hurting our economy, our health, and our 
security. We cannot afford to wait any longer to act.  

KEY MESSAGE 
The climate crisis is here. We see it in the strange and severe weather that happens more 
frequently and causes more damage to our communities. This isn’t opinion – it's fact. It’s 
also fact that we are running out of time to act. Scientists, experts, and economists say 
that if we don't take steps now to combat climate change, the damage may be irreversible. 
Unlike John James, who remains in denial about the impact humans have on climate 
change, Senator Gary Peters acknowledges the threat of climate change is caused largely 
by human activity – and he has acted to tackle the crisis and to bolster climate science.  

COMPARE RECORDS 
• Senator Gary Peters believes in climate science, stating that the threat of climate 

change caused largely by human activity was an “undeniable fact.”  

• In a November 2019 interview with Detroit Today, Peters said: “there is a 
significant cost to the taxpayers with climate change.” 

• In a June 2019 tweet, Peters wrote: “Taxpayers will continue to pay expensive and 
unprecedented recovery costs if we don’t adapt & address climate change.” 

• In March of 2019, Peters called on the Senate to pass legislation to ween the U.S. 
from dependence on fossil fuels, and in April of 2019, Peters said he supported 
parts of the Green New Deal.  

• In 2020, Peters won passage of bipartisan legislation to help scientists better 
predict weather events in space that could impact Earth.  

• In 2018, James insisted that “federal overreach” was “not the answer” to tackling 
the climate crisis.  

• In 2018, James cast doubt on the scientific consensus that human action has on 
climate change. James said it didn’t matter whether climate change was “all the 
way man made or partially man made or earth or whatever.” He said the jury was 
“still out” on human impact on the “natural phenomenon” of global warming, and 

https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-urges-senate-to-pass-commonsense-policies-to-address-climate-change-in-a-way-that-benefits-michigan-workers-families-great-lakes
https://wdet.org/posts/2019/11/06/88856-senator-gary-peters-on-impeachment-climate-change-and-michigan-politics/
https://twitter.com/SenGaryPeters/status/1134938783370162177?s=20
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-urges-senate-to-pass-commonsense-policies-to-address-climate-change-in-a-way-that-benefits-michigan-workers-families-great-lakes
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/michigan/2019/04/22/gary-peters-supports-aspects-green-new-deal/3538851002/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/881/actions
https://www.dropbox.com/s/1hn4uwgyx1z85xx/Audio.mp3?dl=0
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=1804298853208789&ref=watch_permalink
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claimed the long-proven impact of climate change was still being figured out and 
should be taken on a “case by case” basis.  

GET THE FACTS 
• 65% of Michiganders believe in climate change, and 57% of the state’s residents 

are worried about climate change. 

• 59% of Michiganders believe both the President and Congress should do more to 
address climate change. 55% of Michiganders believe their Governor and local 
officials should do more. 

• In the past decade, Michigan has experienced 16 climate-related disasters 
responsible for a total of $79 billion in damages. 

• Climate change will cost Michigan $5,178,650,000 a year by the year 2100.  

• In the last decade, Michigan witnessed three severe flooding events that caused a 
total of at least $12 billion in damages and 5 deaths.  

• In 2017, agriculture generated over $104.7 billion in gross state 
product and employed 805,000 workers, or 17% of Michigan’s workforce. 

o Climate change is projected to cause a 1.58% loss in crop yields in Michigan, 
including a 19% loss in grains.  

  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/1hn4uwgyx1z85xx/Audio.mp3?dl=0
https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/visualizations-data/ycom-us/
https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/visualizations-data/ycom-us/
https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/visualizations-data/ycom-us/
https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/visualizations-data/ycom-us/
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/billions/summary-stats/MI/2009-2019
http://www.impactlab.org/research/estimating-economic-damage-from-climate-change-in-the-united-states/
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/billions/events/MI/2009-2020
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/0,4610,7-125--519110--,00.html
http://www.impactlab.org/research/estimating-economic-damage-from-climate-change-in-the-united-states/
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GLOBAL LEADERSHIP 

IF YOU SAY ONE THING 
We have a responsibility to leave a better world for our children and grandchildren, and  
supporting the U.S.’s withdrawal from landmark climate agreements would threaten our 
nation’s role as a global leader on climate and clean energy.  

KEY MESSAGE 
We have a responsibility to leave a better world for our children and grandchildren, but 
we’ve fallen behind and let other nations displace us. This threatens our economy and 
national security. There are ambitious investments we should make that will help us meet 
the scale of this challenge and lead the world in building an equitable, clean energy 
economy. 

COMPARE RECORDS 
• Senator Gary Peters criticized Trump’s decision to withdraw from the Paris 

Climate Agreement, arguing the withdrawal sent “a very wrong signal from a 
foreign policy perspective”: “This basically unravels what has been an awful lot of 
work getting a global consensus together to deal with climate change. We have 
entered into this agreement with nations around the world, I think it’s important 
for those nations to understand that America stands behind its commitments, it 
stands behind its treaties. It sends a very wrong signal from a foreign policy 
perspective.” 

• Peters said withdrawing from the Paris Climate Agreement showed “a total lack of 
American leadership.” 

• Peters argued climate change was “a significant issue that can only be addressed 
through international cooperation.” 

• In 2019, Peters co-sponsored the International Climate Accountability Act which 
would have required the U.S. to honor its commitment to the Paris Climate 
Agreement.   

• Two years after Trump withdrew the U.S. from the Paris Climate Agreement, 
Peters noted “climate change has continued to warm the Great Lakes faster than 
other regions,” causing more flood damage, more days with extreme heat, and 
harm to fishing, tourism and agriculture industries. 

https://wdet.org/posts/2017/05/31/85266-sen-gary-peters-withdrawing-from-paris-agreement-would-send-bad-message-to-world/
https://www.facebook.com/SenGaryPeters/posts/addressing-climate-change-is-not-only-good-for-our-environment-but-its-critical-/10155393707429324/
https://wdet.org/posts/2017/05/31/85266-sen-gary-peters-withdrawing-from-paris-agreement-would-send-bad-message-to-world/
https://twitter.com/sengarypeters/status/1134938780920664065
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• Peters knows that electric vehicles represent the future of the auto industry (the 
backbone of the U.S. economy), which we can’t afford to cede to China (the world’s 
largest auto buyer), and Europe (the world leader in EV investment).  

o Peters won passage of the Vehicle Innovation Act to support research and 
development of new and innovative advanced vehicle technologies. Thanks to 
the legislation, six projects in Michigan secured a total of $25.9 million in 
funding from the Department of Energy.  

o Peters won passage of legislation that updated policies to help federal 
agencies purchase more electric vehicles.  

• John James supported Trump’s decision to pull out of the Paris Climate 
Agreement, which he called a “bad deal” that held the United States to a different 
standard.   

GET THE FACTS 
• The U.S. is already falling behind as other nations, including China and countries in 

Europe, move forward on clean energy jobs of the future. China is already the 
world’s largest producer of solar panels, and last year European nations installed 
more solar infrastructure than the U.S.  

• Electric vehicles represent the future of the auto industry (the backbone of the U.S. 
economy), which we can’t afford to cede to China (the world’s largest auto buyer), 
and Europe (the world leader in EV investment).  

o Led by government climate policy, Europe attracted $71 billion in electric 
vehicles investment in 2019, outpacing China and the U.S.  

o The Chinese government, which had already invested $60 billion into electric 
vehicles before the pandemic, is placing electric vehicles at the center of 
their coronavirus recovery package with extensions to tax breaks for 
electric vehicles and an investment in growing the number of charging 
stations by tenfold, all with an eye to increase electric vehicles from 5% of 
the market to 25% in the next 5 years.  

o Researchers at CSIS warn that if China takes too much of a lead, it will 
threaten the U.S. ability to compete in the growing market. 

• At the start of the Trump administration, exiting the Paris Climate Agreement was 
a high priority on the wish lists of coal baron Bob Murray and the oil billionaire 
Koch brothers. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/01/16/next-china-trade-battle-could-be-over-electric-cars/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/01/16/next-china-trade-battle-could-be-over-electric-cars/
https://www.ft.com/content/aeb8f9a1-68ba-4281-b1f4-107b2f5ed129
https://www.wilx.com/2020/07/17/u-s-senators-peters-and-stabenow-welcome-over-25-million-in-funding-for-advanced-vehicle-technology-in-michigan/
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/media/minority-media/senate-passes-peters-portman-bipartisan-bill-to-save-taxpayer-dollars-on-federal-vehicles
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=1804298853208789&ref=watch_permalink
https://time.com/5714267/china-green-energy/
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/12/12/us-adds-2point6-gigawatts-of-solar-photovoltaics-in-third-quarter.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/01/16/next-china-trade-battle-could-be-over-electric-cars/
https://www.ft.com/content/aeb8f9a1-68ba-4281-b1f4-107b2f5ed129
https://www.ft.com/content/aeb8f9a1-68ba-4281-b1f4-107b2f5ed129
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/01/16/next-china-trade-battle-could-be-over-electric-cars/
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/05/04/electric-cars-take-the-spotlight-in-chinas-post-coronavirus-stimulus-plans.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/05/04/electric-cars-take-the-spotlight-in-chinas-post-coronavirus-stimulus-plans.html
https://www.csis.org/analysis/chinas-risky-drive-new-energy-vehicles
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/09/climate/coal-murray-trump-memo.html
https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/4364737/Koch-Seminar-Network.pdf
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• Trump cherry picked jobs data from a faulty study to justify leaving the Paris 
Agreement. 

• Remaining in the Paris Climate Agreement would actually save the U.S. over half a 
trillion dollars annually, while doing nothing on climate change comes at an annual 
cost of roughly $698 billion. 

• Researchers found that honoring the Paris Agreement would create 24 million 
jobs around the world by 2030 by growing the renewables sector and related 
industries. 

o The study also found that if left unchecked, climate change will destroy jobs. 

• Major employers, including GE, Disney, and Apple disagreed with Trump’s 2017 
decision to withdraw the U.S. from the agreement, arguing that staying in the  
would create jobs by spurring investment, increasing American competitiveness in 
and access to international markets, encouraging innovation, and reducing 
business risk associated with climate change.  

o In late 2019, they joined with the Chair of the International Committee of 
AFL-CIO in a letter re-asserting their support. 

• At least 290 cities and counties, 10 states, and 2,275 businesses have said they 
are “still in” and pledged to stick to the goals of the Paris agreement. 

o 7 cities, including Ann Arbor, Detroit and Grand Rapids, are “still in.” 

o 26 Michigan businesses, including the Dow Chemical Company, Herman 
Miller, and Steelcase, are “still in.” 

o 6 Michigan higher education institutions, including the University of 
Michigan and Michigan State University, are “still in.” 

  

https://money.cnn.com/2017/06/01/news/economy/trump-jobs-paris-climate-treaty/index.html
https://doi.org/10.1029/2018EF000922
https://doi.org/10.1111/ilr.12118
https://archive.thinkprogress.org/contrary-to-u-s-stance-at-global-climate-talks-paris-agreement-would-help-not-hurt-jobs-97a290d82fa9/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/on-leadership/wp/2017/06/01/ceos-make-final-pleas-to-trump-to-stay-in-paris-climate-agreement/
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/companies-ceos-back-paris-climate-agreement/
https://www.wearestillin.com/signatories
https://www.wearestillin.com/signatories?title=&field_sector_target_id=All&field_public_value=All&field_address_administrative_area=MI&field_location_proximity=&field_location_proximity-lat=&field_location_proximity-lng=&geolocation_geocoder_google_geocoding_api=&geolocation_geocoder_google_geocoding_api_state=1
https://www.wearestillin.com/signatories?title=&field_sector_target_id=All&field_public_value=All&field_address_administrative_area=MI&field_location_proximity=&field_location_proximity-lat=&field_location_proximity-lng=&geolocation_geocoder_google_geocoding_api=&geolocation_geocoder_google_geocoding_api_state=1
https://www.wearestillin.com/signatories?title=&field_sector_target_id=All&field_public_value=All&field_address_administrative_area=MI&field_location_proximity=&field_location_proximity-lat=&field_location_proximity-lng=&geolocation_geocoder_google_geocoding_api=&geolocation_geocoder_google_geocoding_api_state=1
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FLOODING 

IF YOU SAY ONE THING 
Cycles of drought and flooding have turned the Great Lakes into the “erratic high seas of 
the Midwest.” Last year, high water levels damaged property along the lakeshore and 
flooded tourist hot spots. This year, the Army Corps of Engineers predicts it will get worse.  

KEY MESSAGE 
Senator Peters has a proven record of standing up for Michigan communities impacted by 
flooding. Whether its introducing legislation to support Great Lakes communities facing 
rising water levels and costal erosion or pushing for infrastructure funding for Mid-
Michigan communities impacted by flash flooding, climate change has been center stage in 
Peters’ calls for action. John James, on the other hand, has offered no solutions to the 
crisis facing Michiganders, instead offering platitudes to those hit by catastrophic 
flooding.  

COMPARE RECORDS 
• In 2019, Peters announced $19.2 million in funding for the Michigan Department of 

Transportation to repair damage stemming from flash flooding across the Upper 
Peninsula in June 2018. 

• Peters recognizes the flooding threat facing costal Michigan communities is driven 
by climate change: “Coastal communities in Michigan are facing a crisis. As climate 
changes, you’re going to see all of these systemic changes in what we’ll see with 
more significant weather events. We know we have to prepare.” 

• Peters has stressed that addressing climate change is essential to preserving the 
Great Lakes and surrounding communities: “This flooding is just the beginning. If 
we want to preserve our Great Lakes and the communities that surround them, we 
have to address climate change.” 

o In an interview on MSNBC following flooding in Midland, Peters said: “And as 
the climate continues to change we know that we’re going to have more 
severe storms, and those storms are going to be of a greater magnitude, 
they’re going to be increasingly severe.”  

https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-stabenow-announce-192-million-for-flash-flooding-recovery-efforts-in-the-upper-peninsula
https://www.mlive.com/news/2020/03/senate-proposes-300-million-loan-fund-for-cities-battling-great-lakes-flooding.html
https://twitter.com/GaryPeters/status/1171147928800563201?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wEcrnw1lj60
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• In March 2020, Peters introduced the STORM Act to provide $300 million in 
funding support for local communities along the Great Lakes that are facing rising 
water levels, coastal erosion, and flooding. 

o On the legislation, Peters said: “The Great Lakes are expected to see record-
high water levels in the coming months, conditions that put homes, roads, 
business and quite frankly, whole towns at risk of flooding damage. These 
are serious challenges that threaten the economy, the security and the 
wellbeing of communities across our state. Many of these communities 
simply don’t have the resources to combat this problem on their own.” 

• In May 2020 following flooding in Mid-Michigan, Peters introduced legislation to 
boost disaster response assistance for state and local governments. The bill 
sought to eliminate the cost-share payments required of state and local 
governments who are seeking federal assistance from major disaster 
declarations in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

o On the legislation, Peters said: “Communities in Michigan and across the 
country are facing unprecedented challenges as a result of the Coronavirus 
pandemic, and they need the full resources and support the federal 
government can help provide as we tackle this emergency together. That’s 
why I have been calling on the Administration to make this change and 
relieve this burden on state and local governments. On top of the public 
health and economic crisis we’re in, communities in Mid-Michigan are being 
evacuated from their homes by historic flooding. Michiganders need help, 
and this legislation will ensure that every community will be able to get the 
federal aid they need to address terrible disasters like these.” 

• In August 2020, Peters introduced the FLOODS Act to establish a National 
Integrated Flood Information System. The system would improve NOAA’s 
forecasting and communication of flood, tornado and hurricane events.  

o On the legislation, Peters said: “Unexpected severe flooding has too often 
upended the lives of families and hard-working men and women across the 
U.S., including in Michigan. This bipartisan legislation would help protect 
families and small businesses along high-risk shorelines and other 
communities by modernizing flood forecasts to provide more timely, 
actionable information, and I look forward to building additional support for 
this bill.” 

• Rather than acknowledging the impact of climate change on flooding events in 
Michigan, James offered thoughts and prayers to Michiganders devastated by the 
catastrophic Midland floods: “My heart breaks for the thousands of Michiganders 
forced from their homes yesterday because of historic flooding in Central 

https://www.monroenews.com/news/20200318/peters-introduces-storm-act-to-address-lakeshore-flooding
https://www.michigansthumb.com/news/article/Sen-Gary-Peters-introduces-legislation-15151424.php
https://www.monroenews.com/news/20200318/peters-introduces-storm-act-to-address-lakeshore-flooding
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-introduces-bipartisan-legislation-to-boost-disaster-response-assistance-for-state-and-local-governments
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-introduces-bipartisan-legislation-to-boost-disaster-response-assistance-for-state-and-local-governments
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2020/8/wicker-peters-introduce-floods-act
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2020/8/wicker-peters-introduce-floods-act
https://twitter.com/JohnJamesMI/status/1263092816974151685?s=20
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Michigan. Please join me in praying for them this morning. You will not be left 
behind. Together, we will recover & rebuild.”  

GET THE FACTS 
• Scientists have linked an increase in heavy downpours to climate change. 

• Cycles of drought and flooding have turned the Great Lakes into the “erratic high 
seas of the Midwest.” Last year, high water levels damaged property along the 
lakeshore and flooded tourist hot spots. This year, the Army Corps of Engineers 
predicts it will get worse. 

• Currently, 340,000 people are at risk of flooding in Michigan. 

• In the last decade, Michigan witnessed three severe flooding events that caused a 
total of at least $12 billion in damages and 5 deaths.  

• In May 2020, floodwaters caused two dams to fail, threatening a Dow Chemical 
Co. plant after the area around Midland received 3-4 inches of rain in a very short 
period of time. 

• Twenty toxic sites in Michigan are at risk of flooding and releasing contaminants 
due to climate change. 

• Scientists say climate change played a hand in the deadly 2019 Midwest floods: 

o Flooding on the Missouri river and Upper Midwest in March of 2019 cost 
$10.8 billion and caused 3 deaths.  

o In May 2019, a State of Emergency was declared after flooding affecting 
3,000 homes in Wayne County. 

o In June 2019, a State of Emergency was declared after flooding washed 
away roads in Tuscola County. 

• High water on the Great Lakes has flooded beaches and marinas, impacting 
tourism. 

o South Haven recently spent $16 million on damages along the Lake Michigan 
Coastline and nearly had to cancel its July 4th fireworks in 2019 due to 
beach erosion. 

• Recreational fishing is a $3 billion industry in the Great Lakes, plus an additional $1 
billion in commercial fishing, and an Enbridge oil pipeline project threatens to 
destroy it. 

https://nca2014.globalchange.gov/highlights/report-findings/extreme-weather
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1061024613
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1061024613
https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/2019/06/06/great-lakes-water-levels-ice-cover-2019-record-high-tourism/1331584001/
https://www.fox2detroit.com/news/great-lakes-water-levels-could-be-even-higher-in-2020
https://statesatrisk.org/michigan/inland-flooding
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/billions/events/MI/2009-2020
https://weather.com/news/news/2020-05-19-severe-weather-impacts-michigan-flooding-ohio-flooding
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/20/climate/michigan-dam-dow-chemical-superfund.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/20/climate/michigan-dam-dow-chemical-superfund.html
https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/local/2019/11/25/report-michigan-toxic-sites-vulnerable-flooding-climate-change/4258516002/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-weather-climatechange/climate-changes-fingerprints-are-on-u-s-midwest-floods-scientists-idUSKCN1R22I8
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/billions/events
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/weather/2019/05/02/wayne-county-emergency-flooding/3656953002/
https://www.mlive.com/news/saginaw-bay-city/2019/06/gov-whitmer-declares-state-of-emergency-for-flooding-in-tuscola-county.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/2020/03/great-lakes-high-water-is-going-to-affect-everyone-in-michigan.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/2020/03/great-lakes-high-water-is-going-to-affect-everyone-in-michigan.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/2020/03/great-lakes-high-water-is-going-to-affect-everyone-in-michigan.html
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2020/01/14/michigan-enbridge-line-5-pipeline/4463670002/
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• A 2018 report found that “coastal erosion, higher storm surge, and heavier 
precipitation events threaten our oceans and coasts.” Specifically, in the Midwest 
“many communities are expected to suffer financial impacts as chronic high-tide 
flooding leads to higher costs and lower property values.” 

• Due to the climate crisis, water levels in the Great Lakes are currently between 2 
and 3 feet above their long-term averages, and scientists are not sure if the Great 
Lakes water levels will ever recede again, as they historically have. 

o Lakes Michigan and Huron rose 6.1 feet in the past 6 years. Lakes Michigan 
and Huron has broken their monthly high water mark records most months 
for the past two years.  

• Driven by climate change, the Great Lakes Region saw a nearly 10% rise in 
precipitation between 1901 and 2015, compared to a 4% across the entire U.S. 

• Climate change is making waves that eat away at beaches bigger and more 
frequent, while warming waters are freezing less often, exposing beaches to more 
intense winter waves. Experts say there is “a tremendous amount of 
infrastructure that is vulnerable” to shoreline erosion. 

 

https://nca2018.globalchange.gov/chapter/25/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2020/07/17/great-lakes-water-levels-records-erosion-damage/5450910002/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2020/07/17/great-lakes-water-levels-records-erosion-damage/5450910002/
https://ijc.org/en/coastal-intelligence-using-science-strengthen-coastal-community-resilience
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2020/07/17/great-lakes-water-levels-records-erosion-damage/5450910002/
http://elpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Great-Lakes-Climate-Change-Report.pdf
https://wwmt.com/news/local/experts-explain-wave-forces-protection-solutions-as-great-lakes-erosion-worsens
https://wwmt.com/news/local/experts-explain-wave-forces-protection-solutions-as-great-lakes-erosion-worsens
http://elpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Great-Lakes-Climate-Change-Report.pdf
https://wwmt.com/news/local/experts-explain-wave-forces-protection-solutions-as-great-lakes-erosion-worsens
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AGRICULTURE 

IF YOU SAY ONE THING 
In four of the last ten years, Michigan farmers experienced crop losses due to extreme 
cold, increased flooding and even a winter polar vortex. Climate change will only 
exacerbate the losses faced by the state’s agriculture industry as heavy downpours bring 
floods and extreme weather throws planting schedules out of whack.   

KEY MESSAGE 
Agriculture is Michigan’s second largest industry, supporting 1 in 4 jobs in the state. 
Senator Peters knows the havoc the climate crisis is already wrecking on Michigan 
farmers as increased flooding, more erratic weather patterns, and heavy downpours 
damage crops, spread disease and threaten livelihoods. Peters has joined bi-partisan 
efforts to protect Michigan’s agriculture industry, fighting for funding and assistance for 
crop growers, livestock producers and the forestry industry.  

COMPARE RECORDS 
• Senator Gary Peters co-sponsored the Timber Innovation Act of 2017, which 

directed the USDA to establish programs to advance and improve environmentally-
friendly wood building construction, support Michigan’s forestry industry and 
encourage good stewardship of forestry resources. 

• Senator Gary Peters was a member of the Senate Working Forests Caucus, which 
works “to support the sustainability of forests and the benefits they provide, 
including economic growth in rural communities and environmental benefits such 
as carbon absorption.”  

• In June 2019, Peters penned a letter to the USDA urging the administration to help 
farmers impacted by delayed crop planting due to historic rainfall.  

• In October 2019, Peters introduced legislation to ensure the USDA provided 
payment forbearance and a suspension of farm loan foreclosures in response to 
record farm debt levels and extreme weather experienced across Michigan.  

• Peters recognizes the effects of climate change are already hitting Michigan’s 
agriculture industry, through “increased flooding, damaged crops, spreading of 
disease” that have “devastating consequences for farmers.” 

https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-joins-senate-working-forests-caucus
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-joins-senate-working-forests-caucus
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-stabenow-urge-usda-to-help-michigan-farmers-facing-delayed-planting
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-stabenow-urge-administration-to-ensure-continuity-of-food-supply-by-supporting-farmers-during-coronavirus-pandemic
https://twitter.com/GaryPeters/status/1182709749995003904?s=20
https://twitter.com/GaryPeters/status/1182709749995003904?s=20
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GET THE FACTS 
• Agriculture is the second largest industry in Michigan, supporting 1 in 4 jobs. 

• In 2017, agriculture generated over $104.7 billion in gross state 
product and employed 805,000 workers, or 17% of Michigan’s workforce. 

• In 2017, over 20 million acres of forests supported the state’s $17.8 billion forest 
products industry and employed over 87,000 people. 

• Climate change is projected to cause a 1.58% loss in crop yields in Michigan, 
including a 19% loss in grains.  

• In 2010, 2012, 2017 and 2019, Michigan farmers experienced crop losses due to 
extreme cold, increased flooding and even a winter polar vortex:  

o In 2010, tens of millions of dollars was lost in the state’s fruit crops due to 
freezing spring temperatures, with growers suffering extensive and 
sometimes total crop losses. 

o In 2012, hard freezes wiped out crops across Michigan, marking the worst 
year in recorded history for the state’s fruit growers. More than 90 percent 
of the state’s tart cherry crop was lost when freezing weather followed an 
unusually warm spring. Michigan apple growers saw the worst harvest 
since 1945. 

o The USDA placed the state’s crop losses for apples, asparagus, blueberries, 
cherries, peaches and grapes at $223.5 million in 2012. 

o In 2017, freezing spring temperatures threatened fruit crops, while heavy 
rain and cold soil temperatures delayed the crop planting process for corn 
and soybeans.  

o In 2019, a polar vortex followed by unseasonably warm temperatures wiped 
out fruit crops in western Michigan. 30 to 40% of the apple crop, 60 to 70% 
of the pear crop, and 50% of the state’s sweet cherry crop were destroyed. 

o In 2019, heavy rain delayed the harvest of crops including corn, soybeans 
and wheat. 2019 was the third straight wet spring that threw corn and 
soybean farming into chaos, with planting of these crops falling historically 
late and threatening yields for the Fall. 

https://www.michigandaily.com/section/government/ann-arbor-farmers-take-measures-cope-climate-change
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/0,4610,7-125--519110--,00.html
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-joins-senate-working-forests-caucus
http://www.impactlab.org/research/estimating-economic-damage-from-climate-change-in-the-united-states/
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/business/2017/05/05/fruit-frost/101350144/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/fruit_growers_if_the_2010_freezes_caused_significant_loss_you_may_qualify_f
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/science/science-july-dec12-michigancherry_08-15
https://www.michiganradio.org/post/it-s-official-2012-worst-year-record-michigan-cherry-growers
http://absolutemichigan.com/michigan/michigan-fruit-growers-face-record-losses-in-2012/
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/business/2017/05/05/fruit-frost/101350144/
https://apnews.com/article/0ccc849e4fe64caf95c3fe93342dc032
https://apnews.com/article/0ccc849e4fe64caf95c3fe93342dc032
https://www.mlive.com/news/muskegon/2010/06/fruit_crop_suffering_after_ear.html
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2019/06/13/michigan-climate-change-wetter-springs-hotter-summers/1298208001/
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• Alongside extreme weather events, Michigan crops have been threatened by 
invasive insects. In 2011 and again this year, invasive flies posed damage to a 
range of crops including apples, grapes, cherries and blueberries.   

• The state’s sugar maple trees, which produce maple syrup, are predicted to come 
under stress from warmer, drier growing seasons. 

• As spring rains become heavier and storm violence increases, there will be an 
increase in nutrient runoff from farm fields, a key driver of algae blooms in places 
like western Lake Erie. 

 

  

https://news.jrn.msu.edu/2010/10/flying-invader-could-damage-2011-fruit-crops/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2020/06/23/spotted-lanternfly-crop-damaging-species-may-invade-michigan/3243221001/
https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2018/02/12/584528440/climate-change-could-mean-less-maple-syrup-for-your-pancakes
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2019/06/13/michigan-climate-change-wetter-springs-hotter-summers/1298208001/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2019/06/13/michigan-climate-change-wetter-springs-hotter-summers/1298208001/
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CLEAN WATER 

IF YOU SAY ONE THING 
Ensuring the Great Lakes are healthy is paramount to Michigan’s culture, economy and 
way of life. Michigan has serious long-term issue with clean water – evidenced in lead 
contamination and PFAS pollution leaving communities like Flint without safe drinking 
water.  

KEY MESSAGE 
Senator Gary Peters has long supported the Great Lakes and clean water issues. In 
contrast, John James said he would have voted against a spending bill that restored $300 
million in funding for the initiative and has criticized the EPA, the federal agency doing the 
most to combat PFAS contamination.   

 

COMPARE RECORDS 
• As a State Senator back in 2011, Gary Peters pushed for legislation placing a 

moratorium on oil and gas drilling under the Great Lakes. 

• In 2016, Peters won approval of legislation requiring greater safety measures for 
pipelines in the Great Lakes region. 

o Peters pushed for inclusion of a measure designating the Great Lakes as a 
so-called high-consequence area, requiring companies operating pipelines 
in the area to meet tougher standards and have specific plans for 
responding to environmental threats posed by spills. 

• In 2019, Peters secured an additional $9 million in funding for the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative (GLRI). Since its inception in 2010, the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative has provided more than $762 million for 880 projects across 
Michigan. 

o On the legislation, Peters said: “For Michiganders, the Great Lakes are 
simply part of our DNA. But protecting them needs to be a national priority. 
One of my top focuses is ensuring we can protect the Great Lakes for future 
generations. I was pleased to lead this effort on a bipartisan basis to secure 
this funding. With this additional funding, more projects in Michigan will have 

https://www.michigandaily.com/content/legislators-seek-outlaw-drilling-great-lakes
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2016/06/14/congress-passes-bill-great-lakes-pipeline-measures/85863428/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2016/06/14/congress-passes-bill-great-lakes-pipeline-measures/85863428/
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-secures-9-million-increase-in-funding-for-great-lakes-restoration-initiative
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-secures-9-million-increase-in-funding-for-great-lakes-restoration-initiative
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the resources to restore habitats, combat invasive species and clean up our 
waterways.” 

o The GLRI protected the Great Lakes ecosystem around Michigan and was an 
economic catalyst for the state, returning $3.35 for every dollar spent on the 
program and creating or supporting thousands of jobs.   

• In November 2019, Peters introduced legislation to protect firefighters from PFAS 
chemical exposure by directing federal agencies to shift away from using 
firefighting foams and protective equipment containing PFAS. 

o The legislation was signed into law in December 2019 as part of the National 
Defense Authorization Act, and included several other provisions related to 
PFAS detection, co-ordination, and monitoring. 

• In February 2020, Peters helped secure $13.5 million in funding for PFAS cleanup 
projects at the former Wurtsmith Air Force Base in Oscoda. 

o In May 2020, Peters criticized the Air Force for using money allocated to 
clean up contaminants at the Wurtsmith Air Force Base to conduct further 
study rather than cleanup projects in the area.  

• In 2016, Peters lead the fight to pass $170 million in emergency aid for Flint 
following the lead water crisis. 

• James said he disagreed with Trump’s decision to cut funding for the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative, yet in 2018 he said he would have voted against a spending 
bill that restored $300 million in funding for the initiative. 

• In July 2018, James was critical of the EPA, the federal agency doing the most to 
combat PFAS contamination, claiming the agency represented “massive 
government bureaucratic overreach.”   

o The EPA was responsible for discovering the PFAS threat, regulating PFAS 
chemicals, improving PFAS contamination testing, and authoring a PFAS 
Action Plan to respond to contaminations.   

 

GET THE FACTS 
• An estimated 40 million people rely on the Great Lakes for drinking water. 

https://www.mlive.com/news/2019/03/trumps-2020-budget-proposes-90-percent-cut-to-great-lakes-funds.html
https://www.cleveland.com/metro/2018/09/study_shows_economic_impact_of.html
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-gardner-sullivan-and-hassan-bill-to-protect-firefighters-from-hazardous-pfas-chemicals-advances-in-senate
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/after-senate-passes-final-national-defense-bill-with-peters-pfas-provisions-legislation-heads-to-presidents-desk#_blank
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-michigan-delegation-members-announce-135-million-for-pfas-cleanup-efforts-at-former-wurtsmith-air-force-base
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/michigan/2020/05/08/peters-presses-air-force-long-sought-wurtsmith-contamination-cleanup/3097061001/
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/senate-passes-agreement-to-provide-critical-help-for-flint-and-other-communities-clearing-way-for-presidents-signature
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/05/09/republican-candidate-john-james-willing-to-call-out-donald-trump-244989
https://twitter.com/JohnJamesMI/status/977220399699283968
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=402647093530193&ref=watch_permalink
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/politics/2018/03/21/omnibus-great-lakes-cleanup/33165997/
http://www.wphm.net/episode/july-24-john-james/
https://www.greatlakesnow.org/2019/09/concerns-michigan-pfas-sewage-sludge-croplands/
http://epa.gov/sites/production/files/2019-02/documents/pfas_action_plan_021319_508compliant_1.pdf
http://epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-releases-new-tools-test-and-treat-additional-pfas-including-genx-drinking-water
http://epa.gov/sites/production/files/2019-02/documents/pfas_action_plan_021319_508compliant_1.pdf
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/great-lakes-cleanup-proposed-budget
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• The Great Lakes have been experiencing blooms of toxic algae as a 
result of pollution driven by heavy rains running off into water sources and 
feeding the algae that thrives in warming water temperatures.  

• Heavier spring rains, and more violent storms, will contribute to nutrient runoff 
from farm fields, a key driver of algae blooms in places like western Lake Erie. 

o In August 2014, an outbreak of microcystin, a toxic blue-green algae, led to 
a "do not drink the water" advisory for more than 400,000 residents in 
Toledo and southeast Michigan for a weekend.  

• In May 2020, scientists and activists raised concern that floodwaters that 
overwhelmed two dams in Midland may have swept away progress on cleaning up 
an EPA superfund site polluted with dioxins from a Dow Chemical Co. plant.  

o Floodwaters may have damaged spots that had been repaired or swept 
pollutants farther downstream from two polluted rivers and floodplains in 
the area.  

o Twenty toxic sites in Michigan are at risk of flooding and releasing 
contaminants due to climate change. 

• The Flint lead water crisis became a rallying cry for environmental justice and 
clean water access: 

o In 2014 when switching the city’s water supply from Lake Huron to the Flint 
River, officials failed to add corrosion controls to the tap water, which 
allowed lead and other chemicals to leach from the old, worn pipes into the 
drinking supply. 

o Months after the water system’s switch, testing showed increased and 
alarming levels of lead in the blood of some Flint children.  

o Nearly 30,000 children were exposed to toxic lead. 

o Neurological damage to the children of Flint is overwhelming the city’s public 
school system, where the rate of children who qualify for special needs 
instruction has doubled in recent years. 

o Six years on, 15% of Flint’s lead pipes have still not been replaced. 

o Some communities in Flint still do not have access to clean water. 

• The lead crisis goes beyond Flint – 13 water systems across Michigan recently 
tested positive for lead, and the rate of lead exposure among children rose 28% in 
Detroit in 2016. 

https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/yp3gny/toxic-vomit-green-algae-blooms-forecast-to-double-in-lake-erie
https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/heavy_rainfall_may_increase_risk_of_algal_blooms_in_lake_erie_saginaw_bay
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/08/04/toxic-algae-crisis-may-not-be-over/13607269/
https://www.greatlakesnow.org/2020/05/ap-michigan-flood-pollution-dioxins-superfund-site/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/20/climate/michigan-dam-dow-chemical-superfund.html
https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/local/2019/11/25/report-michigan-toxic-sites-vulnerable-flooding-climate-change/4258516002/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/19/us/flint-water-crisis-settlement.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/19/us/flint-water-crisis-settlement.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/06/us/politics/flint-michigan-schools.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/06/us/politics/flint-michigan-schools.html
https://www.clickondetroit.com/consumer/help-me-hank/2020/04/24/6-years-later-where-things-stand-in-the-flint-water-crisis/
https://www.clickondetroit.com/consumer/help-me-hank/2020/04/24/6-years-later-where-things-stand-in-the-flint-water-crisis/
https://www.mlive.com/news/flint/2019/02/13-michigan-water-systems-flunk-federal-test-for-excessive-lead.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/jan/09/the-blackest-city-in-the-is-us-facing-an-environmental-justice-nightmare
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• Michigan has more PFAS sites than any other state in the nation, impacting clean 
drinking water for more than 1.5 million residents: 

o As of August 2019, nearly 100 contamination sites had been identified in the 
state, and around 20% of the state’s population were drinking from water 
systems containing PFAS levels above the EPA’s advisory level. 

o The list of systems with known PFAS levels include major systems that draw 
water from the Great Lakes like Saginaw, Grand Rapids and Wyoming, as 
well as groundwater systems like Kalamazoo and Ann Arbor, which draws 
primarily from the Huron River. 

o In August 2020, Michigan implemented some of the strictest rules in the 
nation limiting chemical contaminants in drinking water supplies.  

o PFAS chemicals were linked to kidney and testicular cancer, hypertension, 
and other diseases.  

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.mlive.com/news/2019/08/michigan-has-more-pfas-sites-than-other-states-theres-a-reason.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/2018/08/pfas_michigan_public_water.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/2019/08/michigan-has-more-pfas-sites-than-other-states-theres-a-reason.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/erry-2018/07/00699c24a57658/michigan_pfas_sites.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/index.ssf/2018/02/pfas_lake_huron_saginaw-midlan.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/index.ssf/2018/07/pfas_found_in_grand_rapids_dri.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/index.ssf/2018/08/low_levels_of_pfas_found_in_we.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.ssf/2018/07/pfas_found_in_kalamazoo_water.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/index.ssf/2018/08/pfas_ann_arbor_huron_river_fis.html
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/michigan/2020/07/23/new-pfas-rules-take-effect-aug-3-standards-some-strictest-nation/5493618002/
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/01/28/epa-toxic-chemicals-drinking-water-1124797
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CLEAN ENERGY JOBS 

IF YOU SAY ONE THING 
Michigan’s renewable energy industry creates good-paying jobs across the state, 
including in the auto-industry.  

KEY MESSAGE 
Michigan is already a leader in clean energy jobs, ranking 5th in the nation for clean energy 
employment and 2nd for clean energy jobs in rural areas in 2019. This is an industry that 
pays higher hourly wages than most other jobs while providing cheap, pollution-free 
power. As Senator, Gary Peters has championed investments in clean energy, green 
technology research and development, and the development of electric vehicles. 

COMPARE RECORDS 
• In his first race for the U.S. Senate in 2014, Peters made confronting the climate 

crisis and growing the economy through clean energy jobs central to his 
campaign: “My way of dealing with it is from an economic standpoint, this is great 
for our economy, and by the way, this is also great for the environment.” 

• In a 2019 speech on the Senate floor, Peters called for “a policy that ensures 
renewable energy is produced here in America, and done in a way that creates 
jobs and strengthens our national security.” 

• Peters won passage of the Vehicle Innovation Act to support research and 
development of new and innovative advanced vehicle technologies. Thanks to the 
legislation, six projects in Michigan secured a total of $25.9 million in funding from 
the Department of Energy.  

• Peters won passage of legislation that updated policies to help federal agencies 
purchase more electric vehicles.  

• Peters recognizes the opportunity that solutions to the climate crisis present for 
Michigan’s economy: “We have a tremendous opportunity to both innovate our 
economy and preserve our environment, but we have to act now.” 

• Peters has stressed that the local nature of clean energy jobs insulates them from 
being outsourced: “It's a common conservative refrain that regulations aimed at 
addressing climate change can hamstring industry. But Peters argues that 

https://archive.thinkprogress.org/for-this-michigan-senate-candidate-climate-change-is-a-job-creation-issue-55b15432f8e7/
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-urges-senate-to-pass-commonsense-policies-to-address-climate-change-in-a-way-that-benefits-michigan-workers-families-great-lakes
https://www.wilx.com/2020/07/17/u-s-senators-peters-and-stabenow-welcome-over-25-million-in-funding-for-advanced-vehicle-technology-in-michigan/
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/media/minority-media/senate-passes-peters-portman-bipartisan-bill-to-save-taxpayer-dollars-on-federal-vehicles
https://twitter.com/GaryPeters/status/1164993436161904640?s=20
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060077255
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combating global warming can actually ‘heat up’ the economy by providing well-
paying clean energy jobs on American soil. ‘Dealing with climate change would 
actually be good for our economy,’ he said. ‘If we're creating jobs to install solar or 
to build wind farms, those are local jobs that can't be outsourced. You gotta have 
people local.’”  

• In 2019, Peters and Senator Stabenow forced a vote on a resolution to block the 
EPA from replacing the Obama-era Clean Power Plan.  

 

GET THE FACTS 
• The Clean Power Plan would have created 560,000 new clean energy jobs. 

• The state was ranked 5th for clean energy employment in 2019, with the sector 
providing 125,365 jobs. 

• In 2019, Michigan was ranked 2nd for clean energy jobs in rural areas, with the 
sector providing 24,954 jobs.  

• In 2019, there were more jobs in renewable energy than there were in the state’s 
fossil fuel sector. 

• In 2019, Michigan was home to over 3,800 jobs in the solar industry and 4,001 to 
5,000 direct jobs in the wind industry. 

• Hourly wages for clean energy jobs exceed national averages by 8 to 19 percent, 
the clean energy economy offers more opportunities for low and middle-skilled 
workers than the national economy, and educational barriers to entry are lower in 
clean energy jobs, even in high paying positions. 

• Most clean energy jobs are local by nature, and clean energy companies support a 
range of secondary jobs in their local areas.  

• Wind energy is cheaper than natural gas, and in 2018, the sector alone paid $1 
billion to state and local governments and private landowners in tax and lease 
payments, and supported a supply chain of 500 factories in 42 states employing 
24,000 workers. 

• Clean energy companies hire a greater percentage of veterans than the national 
average, with veterans filling around 10 percent of the nation’s advanced clean 
energy jobs. Clean energy also employs more veterans than the oil and gas 
industry. 

https://www.michiganadvance.com/2019/10/17/peters-stabenow-support-scrapping-trump-power-plant-rule-but-vote-fails/
https://www.e2.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/FINAL-CPP-jobs-report-6.21.17.pdf
https://e2.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/E2-Clean-Jobs-America-2020.pdf
https://e2.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/E2-Clean-Jobs-America-2020.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a98cf80ec4eb7c5cd928c61/t/5c7f375515fcc0964aa19491/1551841115357/USEER+Energy+Employment+by+State.pdf
https://www.thesolarfoundation.org/solar-jobs-census/factsheet-2019-MI/
https://www.awea.org/Awea/media/Resources/StateFactSheets/Michigan.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/research/advancing-inclusion-through-clean-energy-jobs/
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/0713_clean_economy.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/research/advancing-inclusion-through-clean-energy-jobs/
http://edfclimatecorps.org/nowhiringreport
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/plugged-in/wind-energy-is-one-of-the-cheapest-sources-of-electricity-and-its-getting-cheaper/
https://www.aweablog.org/awea-annual-market-report-top-11-wind-power-trends-2018/
https://e2.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/E2-Clean-Jobs-America-2020.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a98cf80ec4eb7c5cd928c61/t/5ee783fe8807d732d560fcdd/1592230915051/2020+USEER+EXEC+0615.pdf
https://e2.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/E2-Clean-Jobs-America-2020.pdf
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• The renewable energy sector is more diverse than the workforce overall: it is less 
white, employs more workers who identify as Hispanic or Latinx, and employs 3 to 
5 times more workers who identify as two or more races than the national 
average. 

• Clean energy jobs provide a long-proven path to stability and reintegration for 
formerly incarcerated citizens, who were unemployed at a rate of 27 percent in 
2018 and face over 45,000 barriers to reintegration.  

• Electric vehicles represent the future of the auto industry (the backbone of the U.S. 
economy), which we can’t afford to cede to China (the world’s largest auto buyer), 
and Europe (the world leader in EV investment).  

• Led by government climate policy, Europe attracted $71 billion in electric vehicles 
investment in 2019, outpacing China and the U.S.  

• The Chinese government, which had already invested $60 billion into electric 
vehicles before the pandemic, is placing electric vehicles at the center of their 
coronavirus recovery package with extensions to tax breaks for electric vehicles 
and an investment in growing the number of charging stations by tenfold, all with 
an eye to increase electric vehicles from 5% of the market to 25% in the next 5 
years.  

• Researchers at CSIS warn that if China takes too much of a lead, it will threaten 
the U.S. ability to compete in the growing market. 

o The U.S. hit 1 million electric vehicles sales in 2018. 

  

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a98cf80ec4eb7c5cd928c61/t/5ee783fe8807d732d560fcdd/1592230915051/2020+USEER+EXEC+0615.pdf
https://www.correctionsone.com/jail-management/articles/green-jobs-training-smooths-reentry-process-UCmxJpfrTrV5Ae6d/
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/outofwork.html
https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/251583.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/01/16/next-china-trade-battle-could-be-over-electric-cars/
https://www.ft.com/content/aeb8f9a1-68ba-4281-b1f4-107b2f5ed129
https://www.ft.com/content/aeb8f9a1-68ba-4281-b1f4-107b2f5ed129
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/01/16/next-china-trade-battle-could-be-over-electric-cars/
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/05/04/electric-cars-take-the-spotlight-in-chinas-post-coronavirus-stimulus-plans.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/05/04/electric-cars-take-the-spotlight-in-chinas-post-coronavirus-stimulus-plans.html
https://www.csis.org/analysis/chinas-risky-drive-new-energy-vehicles
https://www.eei.org/resourcesandmedia/newsroom/Pages/Press%20Releases/EEI%20Celebrates%201%20Million%20Electric%20Vehicles%20on%20U-S-%20Roads.aspx
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CLIMATE CHANGE TOUCHES EVERY BIG 
POLITICAL ISSUE IN 2020 

You don’t have to wait for a question about climate change to highlight how climate change 
touches nearly every major issue that might come up in a political debate. Here are some 
examples of how you can talk about climate change in a variety of different contexts. 

THE ECONOMY 
Ignoring The Climate Crisis Will Harm Michigan’s Economy: 

• In the past decade, Michigan has experienced 16 climate-related disasters 
responsible for a total of $79 billion in damages. 

• Climate change will cost Michigan $5,178,650,000 a year by the year 2100.  

• In 2017, agriculture generated over $104.7 billion in gross state 
product and employed 805,000 workers, or 17% of Michigan’s workforce. 

o Climate change is projected to cause a 1.58% loss in crop yields in Michigan, 
including a 19% loss in grains.  

• The costs of dealing with rising water levels on the Great Lakes is already 
impacting Michigan Cities. 

o South Haven recently spent $16 million on damages along the Lake Michigan 
Coastline and nearly had to cancel its July 4th fireworks in 2019 due to 
beach erosion. 

o Governor Whitmer announced a plan to devote $40 million in next year’s 
budget to help cities cover damages related to climate change. 

o High water on the Great Lakes has flooded beaches and marinas, impacting 
tourism. 

• Outdoor recreation in Michigan supports 232,000 jobs and $26.6 billion in 
consumer spending. 

o Recreational fishing is a $3 billion industry in the Great Lakes, plus an 
additional $1 billion in commercial fishing, and an Enbridge oil pipeline 
project threatens to destroy it. 

• Trump’s clean cars rollback will cost Michiganders over $745 million per year.  

https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/billions/summary-stats/MI/2009-2019
http://www.impactlab.org/research/estimating-economic-damage-from-climate-change-in-the-united-states/
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/0,4610,7-125--519110--,00.html
http://www.impactlab.org/research/estimating-economic-damage-from-climate-change-in-the-united-states/
https://www.mlive.com/news/2020/03/great-lakes-high-water-is-going-to-affect-everyone-in-michigan.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/2020/03/great-lakes-high-water-is-going-to-affect-everyone-in-michigan.html
https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/2019/06/06/great-lakes-water-levels-ice-cover-2019-record-high-tourism/1331584001/
https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/2019/06/06/great-lakes-water-levels-ice-cover-2019-record-high-tourism/1331584001/
https://outdoorindustry.org/advocacy/
https://www.glerl.noaa.gov/education/ourlakes/economy.html
https://www.glerl.noaa.gov/education/ourlakes/economy.html
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2020/01/14/michigan-enbridge-line-5-pipeline/4463670002/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/democracy/news/2019/03/27/467341/president-trumps-regulatory-rollbacks-attack-americans-wallets/
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Investing In Clean Energy Future Means Good Jobs For Michigan: 

• In 2019, there were more jobs in renewable electricity generation than in fossil 
fuels. 

• In 2019, Michigan was ranked 5th for clean energy employment, with 125,365 
jobs, and 2nd for clean energy jobs in rural areas, with 24,954 jobs.  

• In 2019, Michigan was home to over 3,800 jobs in the solar industry and 4,001 to 
5,000 direct jobs in the wind industry. 

JUSTICE & CIVIL RIGHTS 
Environmental Justice Is Racial Justice: 

• In 2019, seventeen counties in Michigan received an F grade for ozone pollution, 
and Detroit was ranked the 10th worst city in America for particle pollution. 

o Ozone has been linked to asthma, and Black children are four times more 
likely to be admitted to the hospital and ten times more likely to die from 
asthma.  

• The most polluted ZIP code in Michigan, 48217, is 81% Black. Four of the five most 
polluting refineries in Michigan are within five miles of this ZIP code. 

• Environmental racism has deep roots in Michigan, where the water crisis in Flint 
sparked many Americans’ awareness of the issue. 

o Six years on, 15 percent of Flint’s lead pipes have still not been replaced. 

o Some communities in Flint still do not have access to clean water. 

o Nearly 30,000 children were exposed to toxic lead. 

o Neurological damage to the children of Flint is overwhelming the city’s public 
school system, where the rate of children who qualify for special needs 
instruction has doubled in recent years. 

• The lead crisis goes beyond Flint – 13 water systems across Michigan recently 
tested positive for lead, and the rate of lead exposure among children rose 28% in 
Detroit in 2016. 

• Michigan tribes have led the fight to shut down the Enbridge Line 5 pipeline which 
has spilled at least 29 times and over 1 million tons of oil into the Great Lakes. 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a98cf80ec4eb7c5cd928c61/t/5c7f375515fcc0964aa19491/1551841115357/USEER+Energy+Employment+by+State.pdf
https://e2.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/E2-Clean-Jobs-America-2020.pdf
https://e2.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/E2-Clean-Jobs-America-2020.pdf
https://www.thesolarfoundation.org/solar-jobs-census/factsheet-2019-MI/
https://www.awea.org/Awea/media/Resources/StateFactSheets/Michigan.pdf
https://www.lung.org/media/press-releases/state-of-the-air-north-carolina
https://www.aafa.org/air-pollution-smog-asthma/
https://minorityhealth.hhs.gov/omh/browse.aspx?lvl=4&lvlid=15
https://minorityhealth.hhs.gov/omh/browse.aspx?lvl=4&lvlid=15
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/jan/09/the-blackest-city-in-the-is-us-facing-an-environmental-justice-nightmare
https://www.clickondetroit.com/consumer/help-me-hank/2020/04/24/6-years-later-where-things-stand-in-the-flint-water-crisis/
https://www.clickondetroit.com/consumer/help-me-hank/2020/04/24/6-years-later-where-things-stand-in-the-flint-water-crisis/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/06/us/politics/flint-michigan-schools.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/06/us/politics/flint-michigan-schools.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/flint/2019/02/13-michigan-water-systems-flunk-federal-test-for-excessive-lead.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/jan/09/the-blackest-city-in-the-is-us-facing-an-environmental-justice-nightmare
https://journeys.dartmouth.edu/enbridgeline5/environmental-racism/
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HEALTH CARE 
Climate Change And Fossil Fuel Pollutants Give People Pre-Existing Conditions And Make 
Them More Vulnerable To COVID-19: 

• New research on air pollution has found that burning fossil fuel causes 230,000 
premature deaths in the US every year. 

• Scientists and health experts from 35 academic institutions and United Nations 
agencies said that children will suffer from a rise in infectious diseases, 
malnutrition and air pollution if global warming continues on the current 
trajectory. 

• The American Lung Association warns that pollution from vehicle exhaust and 
power plants can cause lung cancer, heart disease, and asthma attacks. 

• Soot air pollution (PM2.5) causes severe health problems and it increased by 5.5 
percent on average across the country between 2016 and 2018, after decreasing 
nearly 25 percent over the previous seven years. 

o Soot air pollution (PM2.5) from power plants and vehicle exhaust has been 
linked to higher death rates from COVID-19 

NATIONAL SECURITY 
Climate Change Is A National Security Threat, Both Abroad And Right Here At Home: 

• National security experts and the Department of Defense have published reports 
warning that climate change puts our national security at risk by destabilizing 
conflict zones. 

• Our ability to respond to conflicts is also being impacted. A 2019 report from the 
Department of Defense found that climate change is already threatening mission-
critical bases. 

o Michigan’s Selfridge Air National Guard Base (ANGB)  is impacted by current 
and potential future wildfires. 

https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/The-Price-of-Fossil-Fuels-full-report.pdf
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/11/13/climate-change-damaging-the-health-of-children-medical-officials-warn.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/11/13/climate-change-damaging-the-health-of-children-medical-officials-warn.html
http://www.lung.org/about-us/blog/2016/06/lung-cancer-and-pollution.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/10/24/climate/air-pollution-increase.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/10/24/climate/air-pollution-increase.html
http://www.lung.org/about-us/blog/2016/06/lung-cancer-and-pollution.html
https://projects.iq.harvard.edu/covid-pm
https://projects.iq.harvard.edu/covid-pm
https://climateandsecurity.files.wordpress.com/2020/02/a-security-threat-assessment-of-global-climate-change_nsmip_2020_2.pdf
http://www.scribd.com/doc/242845848/Read-DoD-report-2014-Climate-Change-Adaptation-Roadmap
https://partner-mco-archive.s3.amazonaws.com/client_files/1547826612.pdf
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2019/01/18/dod-majority-of-mission-critical-bases-face-climate-change-threats/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2019/01/18/dod-majority-of-mission-critical-bases-face-climate-change-threats/
https://partner-mco-archive.s3.amazonaws.com/client_files/1547826612.pdf
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FOREIGN POLICY & TRADE 
The U.S. Risks Falling Behind On Emerging Clean Energy Industries While The Rest Of The 
World Is Making Investments In Their Future: 

• The U.S. is already falling behind to China and Europe. In 2017, nearly half of the 
world’s new renewable energy investment came from China, and the nation is the 
world’s largest producer of solar panels, wind turbines, batteries and electric 
vehicles. In 2019, the U.S. added 13 GW of solar installations, while Europe added 
16.7 and the previous year, China added 44 GW.  

• Electric vehicles represent the future of the auto industry (the backbone of the U.S. 
economy), which we can’t afford to cede to China (the world’s largest auto buyer), 
and Europe (the world leader in EV investment).  

o Led by government climate policy, Europe attracted $71 billion in electric 
vehicles investment in 2019, outpacing China and the U.S.  

o The Chinese government, which had already invested $60 billion into electric 
vehicles before the pandemic, is placing electric vehicles at the center of 
their coronavirus recovery package with extensions to tax breaks for 
electric vehicles and an investment in growing the number of charging 
stations by tenfold, all with an eye to increase electric vehicles from 5% of 
the market to 25% in the next 5 years.  

o Researchers at CSIS warn that if China takes too much of a lead, it will 
threaten the U.S. ability to compete in the growing market. 

IMMIGRATION 
Unchecked Climate Change Will Only Increase Pressure On Our Borders: 

• Poverty and violence in Central America are major factors driving migration to the 
United States. 

• Drought and disasters driven by climate change will continue to exacerbate poor 
economic conditions that leave people in desperate situations with no options. 

• A recent scientific paper predicts that the parts of the globe that best support 
human life and crops will shift more in the next 50 years than they have in the last 
6,000 years, sparking mass migrations as people move to escape heat, hunger, 
and political chaos. 

 

https://qz.com/1247527/for-every-1-the-us-put-into-renewable-energy-last-year-china-put-in-3/
https://time.com/5714267/china-green-energy/
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/12/12/us-adds-2point6-gigawatts-of-solar-photovoltaics-in-third-quarter.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/01/16/next-china-trade-battle-could-be-over-electric-cars/
https://www.ft.com/content/aeb8f9a1-68ba-4281-b1f4-107b2f5ed129
https://www.ft.com/content/aeb8f9a1-68ba-4281-b1f4-107b2f5ed129
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/01/16/next-china-trade-battle-could-be-over-electric-cars/
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/05/04/electric-cars-take-the-spotlight-in-chinas-post-coronavirus-stimulus-plans.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/05/04/electric-cars-take-the-spotlight-in-chinas-post-coronavirus-stimulus-plans.html
https://www.csis.org/analysis/chinas-risky-drive-new-energy-vehicles
https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2019/12/how-climate-change-influences-immigration-to-the-united-states/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-climate-crisis-migration-and-refugees/
https://www.pnas.org/content/117/21/11350
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/07/23/magazine/climate-migration.html
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