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COVID Deniers Are 
Climate Deniers 
Trump and his Science Denying 
Buddies Are Reaching For A 
Familiar Playbook 

Download this research in MS Word format here: 
https://drive.google.com/open?id=14W2JL0CU_Ca_DeVtuMfzOvKwSmfTO3TJ  

TL/DR: 
Trump’s fringe anti-science voices and their fossil fuel backers are 
spreading disinformation about coronavirus AND climate change. 

• Some of the same people and groups behind climate science denial 
have become the voices behind spreading disinformation on COVID-
19 – and they’re backed by fossil fuel special interests. 

• They’re using the same misinformation playbook pioneered by Big 
Tobacco. 

• Major fossil fuel funders like the Koch family, ExxonMobil, and 
Murray Energy have contributed to these groups spreading COVID-
19 misinformation. 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=14W2JL0CU_Ca_DeVtuMfzOvKwSmfTO3TJ
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/09/us/politics/coronavirus-death-toll-presidential-campaign.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20200510&instance_id=18372&nl=the-morning&regi_id=72064969&segment_id=27142&te=1&user_id=fbdd61174622db15e20dc3b0be14b4d5
https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/disinformation-playbook
https://phys.org/news/2013-12-koch-brothers-reveals-funders-climate.html
https://exxonsecrets.org/html/index.php
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/17/climate/murray-energy-climate-denial-coal.html
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Here are 11 of Trump’s top coronavirus- and climate- denying buddies who 
have taken at least $50 million from the fossil fuel industry:  

Richard Epstein, Amateur Epidemiologist (with no medical background):  

• Epstein’s amateur predictions shaped Trump’s coronavirus 
response, influencing Trump’s announcement that he intended for the 
U.S. economy to reopen in time for Easter. Based on his model, 
Epstein predicted that global COVID-19 cases would peak at 1 million, 
and that U.S. deaths would stop at 500.  

• In October 2019, Epstein wrote “there is today no compelling 
evidence of an impending climate emergency.” He also questioned the 
scientific consensus that human-caused increases in Co2 levels are 
“the main, or even sole, driver of climate change.” 

• Epstein has been a Senior Fellow at the Hoover Institute since 2001. 
The Institute has received more than $400,000 from Exxon, almost 
$390,000 from the Charles G. Koch Charitable Foundation, and over 
$13,000 from the Sarah Scaife Foundation, which is funded by the 
Mellon oil fortune.  

• Click here to jump to more research on Richard Epstein below 

Stephen Moore, failed Federal Reserve nominee: 

• Stephen Moore was named to Trump’s coronavirus economic 
recovery council and was Trump’s preferred nominee for Federal 
Reserve Board in 2019. 

• Moore claimed that social distancing restrictions were “causing 
more deaths and misery than the disease itself” while advising anti-
shutdown protests and arranging for a donor to cover protesters’ 
bail. 

• More called climate change a “climate improvement” and the “biggest 
scam of the last two decades.” He holds positions at FreedomWorks 
and the Heritage Foundation, which are funded by fossil fuel 
interests, and has attacked prominent proposals for climate action 
from both Democrats and Republicans. 

• Click here to jump to more research on Stephen Moore below 

 

https://www.vox.com/2020/3/31/21195449/richard-epstein-trump-coronavirus-theory-pandemic
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-signals-growing-weariness-with-social-distancing-and-other-steps-advocated-by-health-officials/2020/03/23/0920ea0a-6cfc-11ea-a3ec-70d7479d83f0_story.html
https://www.hoover.org/research/coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.hoover.org/research/life-planet-thunberg
https://www.hoover.org/research/life-planet-thunberg
https://exxonsecrets.org/html/orgfactsheet.php?id=43
https://www.desmogblog.com/hoover-institution
https://www.desmogblog.com/hoover-institution
https://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php/Sarah_Scaife_Foundation
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-announces-great-american-economic-revival-industry-groups/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-announces-great-american-economic-revival-industry-groups/
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060130013
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060130013
https://www.ft.com/content/97dc7de6-940b-11ea-abcd-371e24b679ed
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/17/us/politics/trump-coronavirus-governors.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/22/opinion/coronavirus-protests-astroturf.html
https://archive.thinkprogress.org/denier-stephen-moore-says-climate-change-is-climate-improvement-and-the-truth-is-the-1930s-was-a-1fe460092381/
https://archive.thinkprogress.org/denier-stephen-moore-says-climate-change-is-climate-improvement-and-the-truth-is-the-1930s-was-a-1fe460092381/
https://archive.thinkprogress.org/denier-stephen-moore-says-climate-change-is-climate-improvement-and-the-truth-is-the-1930s-was-a-1fe460092381/
https://www.freedomworks.org/content/stephen-moore
https://www.heritage.org/staff/stephen-moore
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EygwK98gLXg
https://www.creators.com/read/stephen-moore/02/17/the-carbon-tax-scam
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Myron Ebell, infamous denier at the Competitive Enterprise Institute: 

• Myron Ebell, Head of Environmental and Energy Policy at the 
Competitive Enterprise Institute, led Trump’s EPA transition team. 
Ebell is said to have directly influenced Trump’s decision to pull out of 
the Paris Climate Accord, and CEI ran TV ads on the issue. Trump has 
rescinded all six Obama-era Executive Orders to curb climate change 
targeted by Ebell. CEI is also behind efforts to weaken standards on 
home appliances, with their petition promoting the DOE to review 
dishwasher regulations.  

• The Institute runs a program to challenge “global warming 
alarmism,” and is best known for its work disputing the science of 
climate change. 

• Myron Ebell, disputed scientific studies linking COVID-19 deaths with 
air pollution as “junk science” that aimed to “advance a political 
agenda.”  

• The Institute has taken $1,033,259 in funding from fossil fuel 
interests, including Koch entities. 

• Click here to jump to more research on the Competitive Enterprise 
Institute below 

William Happer, The CO2 Coalition: 

• The CO2 Coalition was established by William Happer, who served as 
Senior Director of Trump’s National Security Council. Happer 
proposed The Presidential Committee on Climate Security to attack 
established climate science, and he pushed for Coalition researchers 
to take a lead role on the panel. Happer also blocked written 
congressional testimony by a State Department researcher who tried 
to warn of the security risks posed by climate change. CO2 Coalition 
officials were recruited as top staffers in Trump’s EPA. The Agency 
requested briefings from Coalition officials on greenhouse gases and 
sought guidance from Coalition consultants on a proposed “red team-
blue team” debate on the science of climate change.  

• The CO2 Coalition pushes misinformation surrounding the Earth’s 
carbon dioxide levels, arguing higher levels of carbon dioxide would 
be “of great benefit.” A Coalition advisory board member stated that 
global warming was “an example of junk science,” and the group has 

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/meet-myron-ebell-the-climate-contrarian-leading-trumps-epa-transition/
https://www.cnn.com/2017/06/03/politics/myron-ebell-paris-agreement/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2017/06/03/politics/myron-ebell-paris-agreement/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/17/climate/trump-dishwasher-regulatory-rollback.html
https://cei.org/issues/energy-and-environment
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/10/climate/nyt-climate-newsletter-cei.html
https://cei.org/blog/harvard-junk-science-study-claims-high-pollution-levels-increase-deaths-covid-19
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/koch-industries/
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060122629
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/white-house-readies-panel-to-assess-if-climate-change-poses-a-national-security-threat/2019/02/19/ccc8b29e-3396-11e9-af5b-b51b7ff322e9_story.html
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060122629
https://www.eenews.net/climatewire/2019/09/12/stories/1061113637
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2019/06/08/white-house-blocked-intelligence-aides-written-testimony-saying-human-caused-climate-change-could-be-possibly-catastrophic/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2019/06/08/white-house-blocked-intelligence-aides-written-testimony-saying-human-caused-climate-change-could-be-possibly-catastrophic/
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060122629
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060122629
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2018/05/09/emails-show-epa-turned-to-climate-skeptics-to-craft-red-team-blue-team-exercise/
https://archive.is/WNNlH#selection-1217.217-1217.648
https://archive.is/WNNlH#selection-1217.217-1217.648
https://archive.is/vHM4k
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held conferences challenging the science on the harm caused by 
increased Co2 levels. 

• Chairman of the CO2 Coalition Patrick Moore has attacked COVID-19 
computer models. 

• The Coalition has taken $683,535 in funding from fossil fuel interests 
primarily tied to the Koch network. 

• Click here to jump to more research on the CO2 Coalition below 

Steven Milloy, Mr. Junk Science and former coal lobbyist turned blogger: 

• Steven Milloy served on Trump’s EPA transition team and attended 
former-EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt’s announcement of major 
restrictions on the use of science in Agency regulations. Milloy called 
the restrictions one of his proudest achievements.  

• Milloy runs the website “JunkScience.Com”, which aims to discredit 
climate scientists. He has dismissed coal being a dirty form of energy 
as a “myth,” claimed curbing Co2 levels would produce no impact on 
the climate, and has embraced the climate denier label.  

• Milloy compared the novel coronavirus to the flu. 

• Milloy has received funding from the Koch brothers, and used to work 
for coal company Murray Energy. 

• Click here to jump to more research on Steven Milloy below 

The Koch-backed Heartland Institute: 

• The Heartland Institute is known for hosting conferences for climate 
science deniers. As written by PBS, “few entities have worked harder” 
to instill doubt about climate change than Heartland. In 2012, the 
Institute erected a billboard comparing those who believed in man-
made global warming to the Unabomber Ted Kaczynski.  

• Senior Heartland officials and Fellows have expressed skepticism 
about COVID-19 death tolls, have downplayed the severity of the 
virus, and have challenged the science behind models on both the 
novel coronavirus and climate change. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20160602014627/http:/co2coalition.org/322-2/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/climate-science-deniers-turn-to-attacking-coronavirus-models/
https://www.desmogblog.com/co2-coalition
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/he-gets-to-decide-trump-escalates-his-fight-against-climate-science-ahead-of-2020/2019/02/28/6e12dbbc-3aa3-11e9-a2cd-307b06d0257b_story.html
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060084153
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060084153
https://www.popsci.com/science/article/2012-06/battle-over-climate-change/?single-page-view=true
https://www.webcitation.org/6PDlgGjy3
https://www.webcitation.org/6PDlgGjy3
https://www.popsci.com/science/article/2012-06/battle-over-climate-change/?single-page-view=true
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/09/us/politics/coronavirus-death-toll-presidential-campaign.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20200510&instance_id=18372&nl=the-morning&regi_id=72064969&segment_id=27142&te=1&user_id=fbdd61174622db15e20dc3b0be14b4d5
https://www.popsci.com/science/article/2012-06/battle-over-climate-change/?single-page-view=true
https://www.newyorker.com/science/elements/scott-pruitts-crusade-against-secret-science-could-be-disastrous-for-public-health
https://www.newyorker.com/science/elements/scott-pruitts-crusade-against-secret-science-could-be-disastrous-for-public-health
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2012/feb/15/leak-exposes-heartland-institute-climate
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/in-shift-key-climate-denialist-group-heartland-institute-pivots-to-policy/
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/225559-heartland-institute-yanks-unabomber-climate-billboard
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/25/climate-science-deniers-downplaying-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/09/us/politics/coronavirus-death-toll-presidential-campaign.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20200510&instance_id=18372&nl=the-morning&regi_id=72064969&segment_id=27142&te=1&user_id=fbdd61174622db15e20dc3b0be14b4d5
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/25/climate-science-deniers-downplaying-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.heartland.org/news-opinion/news/tale-of-two-panics--covid--climate
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• The Institute has taken $819,078 in funding from fossil fuel interests, 
including over $100,000 from Koch entities, $25,000 from the 
American Petroleum Institute, $130,000 from Murray Energy, and 
over $500,000 from ExxonMobil.  

• Click here to jump to more research on the Heartland Institute below 

The Heritage Foundation, the climate denial “think tank”: 

• Heritage Foundation Founder and President Ed Feulner advised 
Trump’s transition team. The President of the Heritage Foundation 
said they were “Trump’s favorite think tank,” and Trump said they 
were “real friends” (awkward). 

• The Foundation has a history of climate science denial. In 2013, the 
Foundation argued the science on climate change was “far from 
settled,” a 2016 report claimed there were “profound uncertainties in 
nascent climate science,” and the Foundation wrote in 1990 that the 
environmental movement was “the single greatest threat to the 
American economy” and that conservatives needed to “strangle it.”  

• The Foundation has pushed for states to re-open, against the advice 
of public health experts. 

• The Foundation has taken $6,910,201 in funding from fossil fuel 
interests, including $78,000 from ExxonMobil. 

• Click here to jump to more research on the Heritage Foundation 
below 

The Koch brothers’ FreedomWorks:  

• FreedomWorks trained and advised protestors demonstrating 
against social distancing measures, and the group’s President Adam 
Brandon lobbied the White House and GOP lawmakers for an early re-
opening of the economy against the advice of public health officials.  

• Founded by the Koch brothers, FreedomWorks holds a history of 
denying climate science and attacking climate scientists.  

• Unsurprisingly, FreedomWorks has taken over $12 million from Koch 
entities. The group has also received $50,000 from Murray Energy 
and $130,000 from the American Petroleum Institute. 

https://www.desmogblog.com/heartland-institute
https://www.desmogblog.com/heartland-institute
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/koch-industries/
https://www.desmogblog.com/heartland-institute
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/17/climate/murray-energy-climate-denial-coal.html
https://www.desmogblog.com/heartland-institute
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/12/presidents-and-think-tanks/548765/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/12/presidents-and-think-tanks/548765/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/12/presidents-and-think-tanks/548765/
https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/global-warming-skeptic-organizations
https://www.heritage.org/energy-economics/commentary/climate-change-the-cost-bold-action
https://www.heritage.org/environment/report/the-state-climate-science-no-justification-extreme-policies
https://books.google.com/books?id=AFvZb3PoghwC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.ft.com/content/97dc7de6-940b-11ea-abcd-371e24b679ed
https://archive.is/hqSo0
https://archive.is/hqSo0
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/20/838297652/protesters-across-the-country-demand-covid-19-restrictions-be-lifted
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/04/13/trump-reopen-economy-conservative-groups-coronavirus/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/12/us/coronavirus-live-news-updates.html
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/front-groups/citizens-for-a-sound-economy-now-freedomworks/
https://www.freedomworks.org/content/global-warming-if-you-dont-have-good-science-lose-science-you-have
https://www.freedomworks.org/content/climate-crisis-wasnt-scientists-agree-there-no-cause-alarm
https://www.desmogblog.com/freedomworks
https://www.desmogblog.com/freedomworks
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/front-groups/citizens-for-a-sound-economy-now-freedomworks/
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• Click here to jump to more research on FreedomWorks below 

(Also) The Koch brothers’ Americans For Prosperity:  

• Numerous Americans For Prosperity staff have entered Trump’s 
campaigns and administration (including Alan Cobb, the former vice 
president of Americans for Prosperity). The Koch Network circulated 
a document celebrating the many policy proposals originating with 
them that Trump had enacted. 

• Founded by the Koch brothers, Americans For Prosperity has spread 
debunked information about efforts to tackle climate change. 

• The group has attacked stay-at-home orders recommended by public 
health experts. 

• Unsurprisingly, Americans For Prosperity has taken over $6 million in 
funding from Koch entities. The group has also received $100,000 
from the American Energy Alliance and almost $140,000 from the 
American Petroleum Institute.  

• Click here to jump to more research on AFP below 

American Enterprise Institute: 

• AEI Senior Fellow Scott Gottlieb formerly served as Trump’s FDA 
Commissioner. Gottlieb authored a proposal delivered to White House 
officials outlining a timeline for lifting COVID-19 social distancing 
guidelines. In a CNN interview, Health and Human Services Secretary 
Alex Azar cited data on COVID-19 testing posted by a twitter account 
run by AEI. Trump also appointed AEI Senior Fellow John Bolton, who 
supported efforts to establish a panel to attack climate science, as his 
National Security Advisor. 

• The American Enterprise Institute called the link between burning 
natural gas and exacerbating climate change “completely baseless” 
and argued that the causes of climate change remained uncertain 
and the effects of such changes may be beneficial. 

• AEI Director Yuval Levin dismissed calls to listen to experts on COVID-
19, and Resident Scholar Michael Rubin promoted conspiracies that 
the virus was developed by the Chinese government.  

https://theintercept.com/2019/08/26/david-koch-donald-trump/
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4364737-Koch-Seminar-Network.html
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/front-groups/citizens-for-a-sound-economy-now-freedomworks/
https://www.nrdc.org/experts/aliya-haq/koch-group-afp-ratchets-climate-denial-2016
https://americansforprosperity.org/afp-responds-to-states-shutting-down-all-non-essential-businesses/
https://centerforamericanprogress.sharepoint.com/sites/ClimatePower_Research/Shared%20Documents/Briefings%20and%20Fact%20Sheets%20For%20Publication/David%20H.%20Koch%20Charitable%20Foundation.
https://www.desmogblog.com/american-energy-alliance-aea
https://www.desmogblog.com/americans-for-prosperity
https://www.aei.org/profile/scott-gottlieb/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/03/29/coronavirus-strategy-economy-plan/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/10/politics/alex-azar-americans-tested-for-coronavirus-cnntv/index.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/mar/22/who-is-john-bolton-trump-national-security-adviser
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/11/climate/william-happer-climate-change-white-house.html
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/jul/21/mark-perry-nonsensical-fractivist-pipeline-hysteri/
https://go.gale.com/ps/anonymous?id=GALE%7CA77607928&sid=googleScholar&v=2.1&it=r&linkaccess=abs&issn=10473572&p=AONE&sw=w
https://www.aei.org/op-eds/the-coronavirus-crisis-shows-experts-arent-enough/
https://www.aei.org/op-eds/was-coronavirus-a-bioweapon-we-dont-know-but-history-shows-we-cant-trust-china/
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• The group has taken $6,816,121 in funding from fossil fuel interests, 
including over $4 million from Exxon, over $2 million from Koch 
entities, and $165,000 from the American Petroleum Institute. 

• Click here to jump to more research on AEI below 

The Manhattan Institute: 

• Trump’s claims about the cost of the Green New Deal were based on 
repeating a calculation originally posted in a Twitter thread from 
Manhattan Institute Senior Fellow Brian Riedl. 

• Trump appointed Manhattan Institute Board Member Andrew Saul as 
Social Security Administration Commissioner, and Senior Fellow 
Chester Finn to the National Board for Education Science. 

• The Manhattan Institute has published reports disputing the science 
supporting manmade climate change, disputing the occurrence as a 
“myth.” Institute Fellows have promoted misinformation on the 
environmental impacts of fracking and nuclear energy, have claimed 
the link between human actions and climate change were “not well 
supported,” and have called climate activists “the real science 
deniers.”  

• The Manhattan Institute’s Heather Mac Donald was part of the 
“chorus of conservative thinkers” pushing Trump to end social 
distancing measures.  

• Mac Donald dismissed concerns about COVID-19 death rates, publishing 
an article arguing that COVID-19 was “less deadly than was advertised” 
and that death rates were “much lower” than experts’ assessments.  

• The Manhattan Institute has taken $4,557,917 in funding from fossil 
fuel interests, including over $1.3 million from Exxon and over $3.2 
million from Koch entities.  

• Click here to jump to more research on the Manhattan Institute 
below 

  

https://www.desmogblog.com/american-enterprise-institute
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/koch-industries/
https://www.desmogblog.com/american-enterprise-institute
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/paloma/the-energy-202/2019/03/21/the-energy-202-trump-s-100-trillion-price-tag-for-the-green-new-deal-may-have-come-from-a-tweet/5c9270d51b326b0f7f38f205/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwid5KvxwIvqAhXOoHIEHaB2DnIQFjAEegQIAhAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Farchive.thinkprogress.org%2Ftrump-pick-social-security-allegedly-impersonated-police-officer-666aa57d9212%2F&usg=AOvVaw2V-vIT-q4BsfxFJQ0vu67U
https://www.aera.net/Newsroom/AERA-Highlights-E-newsletter/AERA-Highlights-November-2019/President-Trump-Appoints-Three-Members-to-National-Board-for-Education-Sciences/mid/48909/dnnprintmode/true?SkinSrc=%5BG%5DSkins%2F_default%2FNo+Skin&ContainerSrc=%5BG%5DContainers%2F_default%2FNo+Container
https://web.archive.org/web/20150905205553/http:/www.manhattan-institute.org/energymyths2007/myth9.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20150904034517/http:/www.manhattan-institute.org/energymyths/myth10.htm
https://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/08/opinion/08bryce.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20180308235654/https:/www.manhattan-institute.org/sites/default/files/IB-OC-1116.pdf
https://www.nationalreview.com/2017/05/climate-change-activists-science-deniers-environmentalism-public-policy/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/03/25/coronavirus-glenn-beck-trump/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/25/climate-science-deniers-downplaying-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.manhattan-institute.org/paranoid-style-covid-19-central-park-safetyism
https://exxonsecrets.org/html/orgfactsheet.php?id=51
https://corporate.exxonmobil.com/-/media/Global/Files/worldwide-giving/2018-Worldwide-Giving-Report.pdf
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/koch-industries/
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/koch-industries/
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HERE’S WHAT’S HAPPENING: 
While US public health experts sound the alarm about the novel coronavirus, 
a loose network of think tanks, advocacy groups, and media figures with 
backgrounds in industry-funded climate denial have been hard at work 
spreading misinformation about COVID-19. Some have directly attacked the 
science put forth by public health officials, while others have tried to cast 
doubt on the necessity for their policy recommendations. Regardless of their 
tactics, the effects have been the same: confusion and delay from our 
leaders in the face of an overwhelming crisis, and, as Dr. Anthony Fauci 
warned, “needless suffering and death.” 

That the failure of our national response to COVID-19 mirrors our failure to 
adequately respond to climate change is not surprising. Techniques that 
were pioneered by the tobacco industry to manufacture public uncertainty 
in places of scientific consensus have been adopted by a network of 
conservative influencers for decades to pre-empt a government response to 
climate change. These influencers—all of whom have deep and well-
established ties to fossil fuel interests—are turning their attention to the 
COVID-19 crisis, despite the fact that most lack expertise in public health. 
Some groups are still attacking the basic science behind the two crises, 
while others have moved on to questioning the recommendations experts 
say are needed to address them. Some have gone so far as to coordinate 
anti-shutdown protests, in one instance even arranging for protestors to be 
provided with bail money. 

Behind these efforts at obfuscation is a ream of funding from fossil fuel 
interests. The Koch family’s $127 million of climate denial has supported 
many of these groups, despite a supposed move away from outright climate 
denialism. Large fossil fuel corporations like ExxonMobil and Murray Energy 
Corp. have also contributed millions, and industry groups such as the 
American Petroleum Institute and the American Energy Alliance have gotten 
in on the action to the tune of hundreds of thousands of dollars in funding. 

As the fallout from COVID-19 pandemic mounts, the danger of our political 
leaders coming unmoored from science and expertise is being driven home 
harder every day. But throughout his term, the Trump administration has 
only leaned harder into uplifting these dangerous voices. Last year Trump 
nominated Stephen Moore, who a decade ago called global warming “a 
global improvement” and “the biggest scam of the past two decades,” to 
Federal Reserve Board, and in March began promoting anti-shutdown 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/12/us/politics/coronavirus-fauci-senate-testimony.html
https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/disinformation-playbook
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/koch-industries/
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protests that Moore organized on social media. In April, Trump named him to 
his coronavirus economic recovery council. 

The rise of science manipulation in our politics is unfortunate, but the failure 
of our political leaders to heed experts and speak out against 
misinformation is unforgivable.  
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RESEARCH 

ANTI-SCIENCE FUNDERS & TACTICS 
In 2017, A Report From The Union Of Concerned Scientists Reveals The 
Tactics Pioneered By The Tobacco Industry In The “Disinformation 
Playbook”.  According to the Union of Concerned Scientists: “Science helps 
keep us safe and healthy. The public safeguards that keep our drinking 
water clean and our children’s toys safe rely on independent science and a 
transparent policymaking process. And we all rely on scientific information 
to make informed choices about everything from what we eat to what 
consumer products we buy for our families. But the results of independent 
science don’t always shine a favorable light on corporate products and 
practices. In response, some corporations manipulate science and 
scientists to distort the truth about the dangers of their products, using a set 
of tactics made famous decades ago by the tobacco industry. We call these 
tactics the Disinformation Playbook.” [Union of Concerned Scientists, 
10/10/2017] 

In 2020, Several Covid-19 Skeptics Are Funded By Industries That Want To 
Question The Work Of Scientists, Including Big Oil And Tobacco. On May 9, 
2020, the New York Times reported: “Few of those who tacked from climate 
skepticism to Covid-19 denialism have any real expertise in tracking 
pandemics. But several are funded by industries that have long sought to 
question the work of scientists, such as big oil companies like Exxon Mobil 
and tobacco companies like Philip Morris. They are also backed by 
conservative groups like the Mercer Family Foundation that hold immense 
sway inside the Trump White House, and are deeply invested in the 
president’s political future.” [New York Times, 5/9/2020] 

Around 70 Individuals And Groups Were Identified By DeSmog As 
Questioning The Deadliness Of Covid-19 And Pushing For An End To Social 
Distancing Measures. According to The Guardian: “Fringe climate science 
deniers who spread online disinformation are now downplaying the 
seriousness of the Covid-19 pandemic, according to a new analysis. 
DeSmog, a blog and organization that tracks the culprits behind false 
information about the climate crisis, identified about 70 individuals and 
groups questioning the deadliness of the coronavirus and pushing for an 

https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/disinformation-playbook
https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/disinformation-playbook
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/09/us/politics/coronavirus-death-toll-presidential-campaign.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20200510&instance_id=18372&nl=the-morning&regi_id=72064969&segment_id=27142&te=1&user_id=fbdd61174622db15e20dc3b0be14b4d5
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end to social distancing, along with protesters who have 
been encouraged by Donald Trump.” [The Guardian, 4/25/2020] 

George Mason University’s John Cook Noted The Parallels Between Those 
Denying The Science On Climate Change And Covid-19. According to The 
Guardian: “John Cook, who studies climate denial at the center for climate 
change communication at George Mason University, said he expected the 
overlap but was surprised by the extent of the parallels. ‘People who are 
politically conservative and who value individual rights over collective 
responsibility are less supporting of social distancing policies and also just 
have a lower understanding of the dangers of Covid-19,’ Cook said, citing 
emerging polling data.” [The Guardian, 4/25/2020] 

Cook Said The Argument That Social Distancing Should Be Relaxed Due To 
The Flattening Curve Of Cases Was “Very Much An Example Of Cherry-
Picking” Data, A Tactic Frequently Employed By Climate Science Denialists. 
According to The Guardian: “Cook outlines five techniques of science denial 
that people should watch for, including the cherry-picking of data. ‘The latest 
argument that we should relax social distancing because the curve [of 
cases] is flattening is very much an example of cherry-picking,’ Cook said.” 
[The Guardian, 4/25/2020] 

  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/18/stay-at-home-order-protest-lockdown-maryland-texas-ohio
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/25/climate-science-deniers-downplaying-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/25/climate-science-deniers-downplaying-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/25/climate-science-deniers-downplaying-coronavirus-pandemic
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RICHARD EPSTEIN 

TIES TO TRUMP 

Influence On Policy 
Richard Epstein Shaped Trump’s Coronavirus Response. In March 2020, 
Vox reported: “Constitutional law professor Richard Epstein injected an idea 
that is still lurking in conservative media coverage of the federal 
government’s response to Covid-19 — that American deaths won’t be nearly 

as high as scientists predict, meaning the cure — slowing the economy — 
might be worse than the virus. Three thousand American deaths later, he’s 
standing by his basic argument, telling me that shutting down the economy 
was a ‘totally catastrophic strategy’ for a pandemic he still compares to a 
‘normal flu season.’”[Vox, 3/31/20] 

Trump Administration Officials Circulated An Epstein Article “That 
Plays Down The Extent Of The Spread And The Threat,” Inspiring 
Trump To Announce Intention to Re-Open The Economy For Easter. In 
March 2020, the Washington Post reported: “Conservatives close to 
Trump and numerous administration officials have been circulating 
an article by Richard A. Epstein of the Hoover Institution, titled 
‘Coronavirus Perspective,’ that plays down the extent of the spread 
and the threat.” Apparently as a result, they report: “President Trump 
on Monday said he is considering scaling back steps to constrain the 
spread of the coronavirus in the next week or two because of 
concerns that the impact on the economy has become too severe. But 
loosening restrictions on social distancing and similar measures 
soon probably would require him to override the internal warnings of 
senior U.S. health officials, including Anthony S. Fauci, who have said 
that the United States has not yet felt the worst of the pandemic, 
according to several people with knowledge of the internal 
deliberations.” [Washington Post, 3/23/20] 

Epstein, A Legal Scholar With No Background In Statistics, 
Economics, Or Public Health, Created A “Model” Upon Which He 
Based His Opinions. In a March 2020 interview, Richard Epstein told 
Vox: “I projected a model, essentially without any government 
intervention at all. I said that the adaptive responses would be fairly 
dramatic.” He went on to say: “If I’m correct in what I said, the 
dominant model has about a one percent chance of being true, and 

https://www.vox.com/2020/3/31/21195449/richard-epstein-trump-coronavirus-theory-pandemic
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-signals-growing-weariness-with-social-distancing-and-other-steps-advocated-by-health-officials/2020/03/23/0920ea0a-6cfc-11ea-a3ec-70d7479d83f0_story.html
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my model, forget about the differences, is essentially you’re talking 
about normal flu season, 30,000 to 50,000 deaths, is 99 percent true. 
Has anybody decided to shut down the economy for six months every 
year for flu season?” That he would put so much stock in this model is 
puzzling, given that he admits: “I’m not a master statistician. I know 
how to draw curves and figure out the relationships.” Vox’s Jane 
Coaston summarized: “Epstein is a respected libertarian legal scholar 
who has long railed against the aggressive use of government to 
impact public health outcomes. But he’s not an economist. He’s not a 
statistician. He’s not a doctor. He’s not an infectious disease expert. 
Still, the conservative Hoover Institute published a piece on March 16 
he wrote challenging scientific modeling predicting millions of 
American deaths, claiming that just 500 Americans would die. (When 
the death toll surged past 500, he followed up in several posts but 
maintained the predicted number of likely deaths can’t possibly be 
true, adding that the virus should be allowed to ‘run its course’  to 
help the economy.)” [Vox, 3/31/20] 

CLIMATE CHANGE DENIAL 
In October 2019, Epstein Wrote “There Is Today No Compelling Evidence Of 
An Impending Climate Emergency.” In October 2019, Epstein wrote in a 
Hoover Institution blog post: “The professional skeptics are right: there is 
today no compelling evidence of an impending climate emergency.” [Hoover 
Institution, 10/7/2019] 

Fall 2019: Epstein Questioned The Scientific Consensus “That The Main, Or 
Even Sole, Driver Of Climate Change Is The Human Generated Increase In 
The Carbon Dioxide Level.” In October 2019, Epstein wrote in a Hoover 
Institution blog post: “Without a doubt, it is a major challenge to accurately 
model and predict the course of climate change. Climate systems are highly 
chaotic, which makes it difficult to figure out the effect of any particular 
natural or human event on future climate changes. We should therefore 
proceed with caution before making bold claims that the main, or even sole, 
driver of climate change is the human generated increase in the carbon 
dioxide level, which now is approaching 415 parts per million.” [Hoover 
Institution, 10/7/2019] 

https://www.vox.com/2020/3/31/21195449/richard-epstein-trump-coronavirus-theory-pandemic
https://www.hoover.org/research/life-planet-thunberg
https://www.hoover.org/research/life-planet-thunberg
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COVID-19 DENIAL 
Epstein Denied That COVID-19 Is More Contagious Than The Flu. In a March 
2020 interview with Vox, Epstein denied the basic science of COVID-19: 
“Reporter: The issue that differentiates coronavirus and the flu is that 
coronavirus is far more contagious and —Richard Epstein: No, you’re getting 
confused again. It is not more contagious. [Note: Covid-19 is believed to be 
roughly twice as contagious as the flu.] It is said to be more lethal. Now, 
there’s a recent piece in, I think it’s the Financial Times, that somebody sent 
me, which is, if you’re talking about this as being more lethal, right? Say it’s 
eight times as deadly, how do you factor that into the equation, right? Well, 
the first thing is though, is, if it’s true, which it probably is not, that number is 
probably high.” [Vox, 3/31/20] 

COVID-19 Is About Twice As Contagious As The Flu. In March 2020, 
Vox, citing the CDC,  reported: “Three months ago, this virus was not 
known to science. No human immune system had seen it before 
January, so no unexposed human has any natural immunity to it. That 
means it’s more contagious than the flu — about twice as contagious, 
perhaps more; the numbers are still being worked out.” [Vox, 
3/13/2020] 

Epstein Challenged Scientific Models Of COVID-19’s Spread And Likely Death 
Toll, Comparing It To The Flu, And Said That The Virus Should Be Allowed To 
“Run Its Course” To Help The Economy. In March 2020, Vox reported: “In 
his view, lockdowns are examples of progressive political theory, which he 
told me was a “dangerous form of political ideology.” On March 30, he wrote 
that the best course of action would be to “ease restrictions as quickly as 
possible in those areas where the risks are lower, as a “Fortress America” 
approach, as he termed it, “may turn out to be more deadly than the 
coronavirus itself.” Epstein is a respected libertarian legal scholar who has 
long railed against the aggressive use of government to impact public health 
outcomes. But he’s not an economist. He’s not a statistician. He’s not a 
doctor. He’s not an infectious disease expert. Still, the conservative Hoover 
Institute published a piece on March 16 he wrote challenging scientific 
modeling predicting millions of American deaths, claiming that just 500 
Americans would die. (When the death toll surged past 500, he followed up in 
several posts but maintained the predicted number of likely deaths can’t 
possibly be true, adding that the virus should be allowed to “run its course” 
to help the economy.)” [Vox, 3/31/20] 

https://www.vox.com/2020/3/31/21195449/richard-epstein-trump-coronavirus-theory-pandemic
https://www.vox.com/science-and-health/2020/3/13/21176735/covid-19-coronavirus-worse-than-flu-comparison
https://www.vox.com/2020/3/31/21195449/richard-epstein-trump-coronavirus-theory-pandemic
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Epstein Projected That Worldwide Cases Would Peak At 1 Million And 
The US Death Toll Would Stop At 500. From this available data, it 
seems more probable than not that the total number of cases world-
wide will peak out at well under 1 million, with the total number of 
deaths at under 50,000. In the United States, the current 67 deaths 
should reach about 5000 (or ten percent of my estimated world total, 
which may also turn out to be low).” An editor’s note reads: “That 
estimate is ten times greater than the 500 number I erroneously put 
in the initial draft of the essay, and it, too, could prove somewhat 
optimistic. But any possible error rate in this revised projection 
should be kept in perspective. The current U.S. death toll stands at 
592 as of noon on March 24, 2020, out of about 47,000 cases. So my 
adjusted figure, however tweaked, remains both far lower, and I 
believe far more accurate, than the common claim that there could be 
a million dead in the U.S. from well over 150 million coronavirus 
cases before the epidemic runs its course.” [Hoover Institution, 
3/16/2020] 

Epstein, A Legal Scholar With No Background In Statistics, 
Economics, Or Public Health, (“I’m Not A Master Statistician”) 

Created A “Model” Upon Which He Based His Opinions. In a March 
2020 interview, Richard Epstein told Vox: “I projected a model, 
essentially without any government intervention at all. I said that the 
adaptive responses would be fairly dramatic.” He went on to say: “If 
I’m correct in what I said, the dominant model has about a one 
percent chance of being true, and my model, forget about the 
differences, is essentially you’re talking about normal flu season, 
30,000 to 50,000 deaths, is 99 percent true. Has anybody decided to 
shut down the economy for six months every year for flu season?” 
That he would put so much stock in this model is puzzling, given that 
he admits: “I’m not a master statistician. I know how to draw curves 
and figure out the relationships.” Vox’s Jane Coaston summarized: 
“Epstein is a respected libertarian legal scholar who has long railed 
against the aggressive use of government to impact public health 
outcomes. But he’s not an economist. He’s not a statistician. He’s not a 
doctor. He’s not an infectious disease expert. Still, the conservative 
Hoover Institute published a piece on March 16 he wrote challenging 
scientific modeling predicting millions of American deaths, claiming 
that just 500 Americans would die. (When the death toll surged past 
500, he followed up in several posts but maintained the predicted 
number of likely deaths can’t possibly be true, adding that the virus 

https://www.hoover.org/research/coronavirus-pandemic
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should be allowed to “run its course” to help the economy.)” [Vox, 
3/31/20] 

Epstein Compared Efforts At Government Response To COVID-19 To Efforts 
To Combat Climate Change. In March 2020, Vox reported: “He [Epstein] made 
it clear in our conversation that his views are influenced by his disdain for 
“Big Government” policies, comparing the response to coronavirus to the 
arguments made by some regarding action taken against climate change. As 
he wrote in his follow-up piece for the Hoover Institution, “Progressives 
think they can run everyone’s lives through central planning, but the state of 
the economy suggests otherwise.” [Vox, 3/31/20] 

In Discussing Calls For Lockdown In Response to COVID-19, Epstein 
Said Progressive Politics Is An “Extremely Dangerous Ideology” 
Because It’s “Always Reading Small Changes As Though They’re 
About To Become Exponential Ones.” In March 2020, Vox quoted 
Richard Epstein, speaking on the calls for lockdown in response to 
the coronavirus, as saying: “It’s also a matter of progressive politics, 
which, as you know, I regard as an extremely dangerous form of 
political ideology because these people are much more inclined to big 
government, much more inclined to see things as always being out of 
the ordinary, always reading small changes as though they’re about 
to become exponential ones. This is true with respect to climate 
change and it’s true with respect to this, and so, since they have the 
exponential model, they think that the costs of delay are absolutely 
tragically high. If you took the conventional model that I did, you 
would treat this just the way you did the flu that we had in 2009-
2010, which turned out to be normal.” [Vox, 3/31/20] 

Epstein Claimed Governors’ Reliance On Experts Was “As A Serious 
Breakdown In The Political Process. “In a March 2020 interview with the 
New Yorker, Epstein said: “So the political point is one which essentially says, 
when you see governors of three major states putting out statements that 
their experts have said this, that, and the other thing is a result, and you 
don’t see the studies and you can’t question the assumption, I regard that as 
a serious breakdown in the political process. So my view on that particular 
point is I’d like to know which of these studies they’re relying on.” [New 
Yorker, 3/30/20] 

Epstein Signed On To A Letter With Researchers Funded By Big Tech 
Claiming “The American Economy—Including The Digital Sector—Is 
Competitive, Innovative, And Serves Consumers Well. “In June 2020, The 
American Prospect reported that Epstein signed an open later claiming: “the 

https://www.vox.com/2020/3/31/21195449/richard-epstein-trump-coronavirus-theory-pandemic
https://www.vox.com/2020/3/31/21195449/richard-epstein-trump-coronavirus-theory-pandemic
https://www.vox.com/2020/3/31/21195449/richard-epstein-trump-coronavirus-theory-pandemic
https://www.newyorker.com/news/q-and-a/the-contrarian-coronavirus-theory-that-informed-the-trump-administration
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American economy—including the digital sector—is competitive, innovative, 
and serves consumers well.” They went on to write, “The authors make no 
attempt to wrestle with contrary information on concentration and the litany 
of disturbing applications of that market power. It’s a propaganda document 
written largely by scholars at a university (George Mason) that has taken 
hundreds of thousands of dollars from Big Tech, to say nothing of the money 
several of these co-signers have personally received. It’s the kind of letter 
where the citations are mostly to papers by the writers themselves, 
including, in three cases, Richard Epstein.” [The American Prospect, 
6/16/2020] 

American Prospect: “Reality Denial Is His Thing, In Economics And 
Epidemiology.”  In June 2020, David Dayen of the American Prospect wrote 
of Epstein: “Reality denial is his thing, in economics and epidemiology.” [The 
American Prospect, 6/16/2020] 

American Prospect: Epstein Is “One Of The Most Intellectually Disgraced 
Legal Academics In Recent Memory.” In June 2020, David Dayen of the 
American Prospect wrote of Epstein: “one of the most intellectually 
disgraced legal academics in recent memory.” [The American Prospect, 
6/16/2020] 

FOSSIL FUEL FUNDING 
Richard Epstein Has Been A Senior Fellow At The Hoover Institution Since 
2001. On his profile for the Hoover Institution’s website, Richard Epstein is 
listed as the Peter and Kirsten Bedford Senior Fellow beginning in 2001. 
[Hoover Institution, accessed 6/16/20] 

Exxon-Mobil 
1998-2016: The Hoover Institution Received A Total Of $405,000 From 
Exxon-Mobil Corporate Giving And Foundations. According to data from 
DeSmog Blog and Greenpeace, The Hoover Institution received a total of 
$405,000 from Exxon Mobil’s corporate giving and charitable arms from 
1998-2016. The Hoover Institution received $135,000 from Exxon Mobil 
Corporate Giving in 1998, $25,000 from Exxon Mobil in 2016, $15,000 in 
2015, 50,000 in 2014, 20,000 in 2005, $20,000 in 2005, $30,000 in 2005, 
$20,000 in 2002, in 2001, $50,000 in 2000. [Greenpeace, accessed 
6/16/20] 

https://prospect.org/power/big-tech-finds-competent-defenders-hard-to-come-by/
https://prospect.org/power/big-tech-finds-competent-defenders-hard-to-come-by/
https://prospect.org/power/big-tech-finds-competent-defenders-hard-to-come-by/
https://www.hoover.org/profiles/richard-epstein
https://exxonsecrets.org/html/orgfactsheet.php?id=43
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Koch Entities 
1987 - 2017: The Hoover Institution Received A Total Of $385,000 From 
Charles G. Koch Charitable Foundation. According to data from DeSmog 
Blog, The Hoover Institution received $380,000 from Charles G. Koch 
Charitable Foundationin 2017, and an additional $5,000 in 1987. [DeSmog, 
accessed 6/16/20] 

Sarah Scaife Foundation 
The Sarah Scaife Foundation Is Funded With Money From The Mellon Oil 
Fortune. According to the Center For Media and Democracy, “The Sarah 
Scaife Foundation is one of the Scaife Foundations overseen by the late 
right-wing billionaire Richard Mellon Scaife, whose wealth was inherited 
from the Mellon industrial, oil, aluminum and banking fortune. The 
foundations give tens of millions of dollars annually to fund right-wing 
organizations such as the American Legislative Exchange Council, the 
American Enterprise Institute, and the Heritage Foundation, and anti-
immigrant and Islamophobic organizations such as the Center for 
Immigration Studies and the David Horowitz Freedom Center. After the death 
of Richard Scaife in 2014, a significant portion of his assets were given to 
the foundations, increasing their value substantially. Together with the 
Carthage merger, the bequest made the Sarah Scaife Foundation one of the 
largest foundations focused on supporting right-wing causes with assets 
expected to grow to grow to some $800 million in 2015.” [Center for Media 
and Democracy, accessed 6/16/20] 

Richard Mellon Scaife, Who Controlled The Sarah Scaife Foundation, 
Until His Death In 2014, Grew His Inherited Wealth Partly Through 
Investments In Oil. “Decades before David H. and Charles G. Koch 
bankrolled right-wing causes, Mr. Scaife and Joseph Coors, the beer 
magnate, were the leading financiers of the conservative crusade of 
the 1970s and ‘80s, seeking to reverse the liberal traditions of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal and Lyndon B. Johnson’s Great 
Society. Mr. Scaife (pronounced SKAYF) inherited roughly $500 
million in 1965, and with more family bequests and income from trust 
funds and investments in oil, steel and real estate, he nearly tripled 
his net worth over his lifetime. But unlike his forebears, who were 
primarily benefactors of museums, public art collections, education 
and medicine, he gave hundreds of millions of dollars to promote 
conservative political causes.” [New York Times, 7/5/2014] 

https://www.desmogblog.com/hoover-institution
https://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php/Sarah_Scaife_Foundation
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/07/05/us/richard-mellon-scaife-influential-us-conservative-dies-at-82.html
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1985 – 2016: The Hover Institute Received A Total Of $13,704,500 From The 
Sarah Scaife Foundation. According to data from DeSmog Blog, The Hoover 
Institution received $500,000 from The Sarah Scaife Foundation in 1985, 
$400,000 in 1986, $465,000 in 1987, $365,000 in 1988, $125,000 in 1989, 
$450,000 in 1990, $225,000 in 1991, $795,000 in 1992, $450,000 in 1993, 
$260,000 in 1994,  $560,000 in 1995, $445,000 in 1996, $300,000 in 1997, 
$200,000 in 1998, $635,000 in 1999, $370,000 in 2000, $450,000 in 2001, 
$600,000 in 2002, $225,000 in 2003, $725,000 in 2004, $500,000 in 2005, 
$250,000 in 2006, $625,000 in 2007, $375,000 in 2008, $250,000 in 2009, 
$300,000 in 2010, $450,000 in 2011, $409,000 in 2012, $500,000 in 2013, 
$350,000 in 2014, $350,000 in 2015, and $800,000 in 2016. [DeSmog, 
Accessed 6/16/20] 

  

https://www.desmogblog.com/hoover-institution
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STEPHEN MOORE 

TIES TO TRUMP 

Support From The Trump Administration 
March 2019: Trump Nominated Stephen Moore To The Federal Reserve 
Board. In March 2019, E&E news reported that Trump nominated Stephen 
Moore to Serve on the Federal Reserve Board. [E&E News, 3/27/2019] 

April 2020: Trump Named Moore To His Economic Coronavirus Council. 
According to a press release from The White House, Stephen Moore was 
appointed to serve as a “Thought Leader” in one of the President’s Great 
American Economic Revival Industry Groups during the Covid-19 pandemic.  
[The White House, 4/14/2020] 

Moore “Advised Three Groups” Planning Protests Against Shelter In Place. 
In April 2020, TIME reported that Moore advised groups planning protest of 
shelter in place orders: “Moore says ‘there’s no national group or national 
movement behind’ the protests, which have so far taken place in more than a 
dozen states. But Moore says he has personally advised three groups from 
Ohio, Wisconsin, and Colorado, which he would not name, on how to 
approach protesting the stay-at-home orders. (‘I kind of lost touch with what 
they’re doing,’ he added.) The advice he says he has been giving includes 
stressing non-violence, respecting health measures in place, and going out 
of their way to do things seen as constructive.” [TIME, 4/22/20] 

Moore Started Save Our Country, A Coalition Of Conservative Groups 
Advocating For A Swift Lifting Of Shelter In Place Orders. In April 2020, TIME 
reported that Moore was the leader of a group called Save Our Country that 
was advocating for to lift the shelter in place orders faster: “Among the 
national figures supporting the protests is Stephen Moore, a fellow on leave 
from the Heritage Foundation and founder of the Club for Growth, an anti-
tax advocacy group. Moore, who is also an adviser to Trump, has been 
advocating for the economy to reopen by May 1 and is heading the “Save Our 
Country” coalition, a conglomerate of conservative groups who also want to 
see the economy reopen and are advising the White House on how to do it […] 
Moore says the Save Our Country coalition considered getting involved in 
the protests as a group, but ultimately decided not to “because we thought it 
would be a distraction” from the organization’s goals. At least two groups 
within the coalition are also providing guidance or promoting the protests. 

https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060130013
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-announces-great-american-economic-revival-industry-groups/
https://time.com/5825840/anti-quarantine-protests-organizers-trump/
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Both insisted that was independent of any of the coalition’s activity.” [TIME, 
4/22/20] 

Moore Orchestrated ‘Liberate’ Protests Against Stay In Place Orders And 
Arranged Bail For Protesters. The New York Times reported that Stephen 
Moore, a Distinguished Fellow on a temporary leave of absence form the 
Heritage Foundation, said in a live YouTube show called “Freedom On Tap” 
that he had spoken with a donor who agreed to cover all bail fees accrued by 
those engaged in “Liberate” protests. [YouTube, 4/14/20 (15:55); New York 
Times, 4/17/20;  4/22/2015] 

Moore Told Anti-Lockdown Protestors “We Need To Be The Rosa Parks 
Here.” The New York Times reported that Stephen Moore, a Distinguished 
Visiting Fellow at the Heritage Foundation, said in an interview on the 
YouTube program “Freedom on Tap,” “this is a great time, gentlemen and 
ladies, for civil disobedience. We need to be the Rosa Parks here and protest 
against these government injustices.” [YouTube, 4/14/20 (15:55); New York 
Times, 4/17/20] 

Trump Tweeted Support For Anti-Shutdown Protesters: “These Are Very 
Good People.” On May 1st 2020, The Washington Post reported that Trump 
had expressed support for anti-shutdown protests over social media. In a 
post about Michigan’s protests, he wrote: “These are very good people, but 
they are angry. They want their lives back again, safely! See them, talk to 
them, make a deal.” [Washington Post, 5/1/2020; Twitter - 
@realdonaldtrump, 5/1/2020] 

MISINFORMATION ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE 
2018: Stephen Moore Attacked The 2018 IPCC Report As “The Latest 
Chicken Little Climate Change Report.” In a 2018 article in the wake of the 
landmark 2018 IPCC report on the risks of climate inaction, Heritage 
Foundation Distinguished Visiting Fellow Stephen Moore wrote: “Shortly 
after the latest Chicken Little climate change report was published last 
month, I noted on CNN that one reason so many hundreds of scientists are 
persuaded that the sky is falling is that they are paid handsomely to do so.” 
[Heritage Foundation, 12/18/2018] 

In The Same Blog Post, Moore Questioned The Integrity Of Climate 
Scientists, Attacking “Bogus Models” And Suggested Government 
Funding Distorted Scientific Findings. In a 2018 article, Moore wrote: 
“If you are a young eager-beaver researcher who decides to devote 
your life to the study of global warming, you’re probably not going to 

https://time.com/5825840/anti-quarantine-protests-organizers-trump/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2h7czFYx6-s&feature=youtu.be&t=856
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/17/us/politics/trump-coronavirus-governors.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/22/opinion/coronavirus-protests-astroturf.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2h7czFYx6-s&feature=youtu.be&t=856
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/17/us/politics/trump-coronavirus-governors.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/17/us/politics/trump-coronavirus-governors.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-expresses-support-for-angry-anti-shutdown-protesters-as-more-states-lift-coronavirus-lockdowns/2020/05/01/25570dbe-8b9f-11ea-8ac1-bfb250876b7a_story.html
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1256202305680158720?s=20
https://www.heritage.org/environment/commentary/follow-the-climate-change-money
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do your career any good or get famous by publishing research that 
the crisis isn’t happening. But if you’ve built bogus models that predict 
the crisis is getting worse by the day, then step right up and get a 
multimillion dollar grant […] How dare I impugn the integrity of 
scientists and left-wing think-tanks by suggesting that their research 
findings are perverted by hundreds of billions of dollars of taxpayer 
handouts […] This tsunami of government money distorts science in 
hidden ways that even the scientists who are corrupted often don’t 
appreciate.” [Heritage Foundation, 12/18/2018] 

September 2019: Stephen Moore Claimed “Climate Change Crazies” Wanted 
To “Get Rid” Of Cows And Airplanes. In a FreedomWorks video released 
September 14th, 2019, Heritage Foundation Distinguished Visiting Fellow 
Stephen Moore said: “They want to get rid of plastic straws, they want to get 
rid of beef, they want to get rid of cows, they want to get rid of our oil 
production, they want to get rid of many of our automobiles if not all of them, 
they want to get rid of airplanes, they want to control fertility and your child-
rearing decisions and even dictate how many children you have, all in the 
name of somehow reducing the Earth’s temperature.” [FreedomWorks via 
YouTube, 9/14/2019] (video) 

March 2019: Steven Moore Retweeted Claims That Carbon Dioxide Is Not A 
Pollutant. In March 2019, E&E news reported that Moore: “has retweeted 
false claims that carbon dioxide is not pollution and said that ‘state 
renewable energy mandates are a regressive green tax on America’s poor.’” 
[E&E News, 3/27/2019] 

2018: Moore Claimed Climate Scientists Pushed Climate Change Because Of 
Government Funding Incentives. In November 2018, Stephen Moore, a 
senior fellow at FreedomWorks, appeared on CNN to argue that: “Erin, we 
have created a climate change industrial complex in this country, with 
billions and billions and billions of dollars at stake. A lot of people are getting 
really, really, really rich off the climate change issue.” [CNN via 
MediaMatters, 11/26/2018] 

February 2017: Moore Criticized The Baker-Schultz Carbon Tax Proposal, 
The Biggest Republican Climate Proposal In A Decade, As “Regressive,” Says 
It Does “Close to Nothing” to Reduce Emissions. In a 2017 blog post on 
Creators.com, Steven Moore criticized the Baker-Schutz carbon tax 
proposal as “regressive,” writing that “The Baker-Shultz plan will do nothing 
to save the planet, but it will surely make America poorer […] Even worse is 
that the Baker-Shultz plan does close to nothing to reduce greenhouse-gas 

https://www.heritage.org/environment/commentary/follow-the-climate-change-money
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EygwK98gLXg
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060130013
https://www.mediamatters.org/cnn/cnn-pro-trump-flak-stephen-moore-claims-scientists-are-lying-about-climate-change-get-really
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emissions or to lessen the threat — if one exists — of global warming.” 
[Creators.com, 2/14/2017] 

June 2009: Moore Said That Climate Change Is A “Climate Improvement.” In 
June 2009, ThinkProgress reported that Stephen Moore appeared on Diane 
Rehm’s show on NPR and said: “We’ve talked about global warming as 
climate improvement.” [ThinkProgress, 6/20/2009] 

June 2009: Moore Said That Climate Change Was “Biggest Scam Of The Last 
Two Decades.” In June 2009, ThinkProgress reported that Stephen Moore, 
speaking at a New Jersey rally, said “I happen to believe that global warming 
is the biggest scam of the last two decades.” [ThinkProgress, 6/20/2009] 

June 2009: Moore Wrote That Cap-And-Trade Policies Constituted Economic 
Suicide. In June 2009, ThinkProgress reported that Stephen Moore 
appeared on Diane Rehm’s show on NPR and said: “I call it economic hari-
kari for this country. The economic consensus is this will affect middle class 
families in a very negative way.” [ThinkProgress, 6/20/2009] 

June 2009: Moore Wrote That Agricultural Output Would “Go Up” Due to 
Climate Change. In June 2009, ThinkProgress reported that Stephen Moore 
appeared on Diane Rehm’s show on NPR and said: “If there’s a slight uh, 
global warming trend, and we’re talking about relatively slight, heh, John, 
there’s just no question that the slight warming of the temperature actually 
improves agriculture, it doesn’t hurt agriculture. In fact, agricultural output 
would go up.” [ThinkProgress, 6/20/2009] 

June 2009: Moore Wrote That NASA’s Statement That NASA’s Data On 
Average Temperatures Were Wrong. In June 2009, ThinkProgress reported 
that Stephen Moore appeared on Diane Rehm’s show on NPR and said: “John 
just said nine of the last ten years are the warmest on record. That just isn’t 
true. In fact, they’ve gone back, and it turns out NASA made a mistake in the 
model which didn’t get any publicity. John, actually, the truth is the 1930s 
was a warmer decade than the last decade.” [ThinkProgress, 6/20/2009] 

 

MISINFORMATION ABOUT COVID-19 
Stephen Moore, FreedomWorks Advisor To President Trump, Claimed 
Lockdown Orders Were “Causing More Deaths And Misery Than The 
Disease Itself.” The Financial Times reported that Heritage Foundation 
Distinguished Visiting Fellow and Trump campaign advisor Stephen Moore 

https://www.creators.com/read/stephen-moore/02/17/the-carbon-tax-scam
https://archive.thinkprogress.org/denier-stephen-moore-says-climate-change-is-climate-improvement-and-the-truth-is-the-1930s-was-a-1fe460092381/
https://archive.thinkprogress.org/denier-stephen-moore-says-climate-change-is-climate-improvement-and-the-truth-is-the-1930s-was-a-1fe460092381/
https://archive.thinkprogress.org/denier-stephen-moore-says-climate-change-is-climate-improvement-and-the-truth-is-the-1930s-was-a-1fe460092381/
https://archive.thinkprogress.org/denier-stephen-moore-says-climate-change-is-climate-improvement-and-the-truth-is-the-1930s-was-a-1fe460092381/
https://archive.thinkprogress.org/denier-stephen-moore-says-climate-change-is-climate-improvement-and-the-truth-is-the-1930s-was-a-1fe460092381/
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advised Trump in early April that the nation’s shelter in place orders were 
more damaging than the virus itself: “I was one of the ones advising him to 
make it ‘Resurrection Sunday…’ I told him then what I think now, that this 
lockdown is causing more deaths and misery than the disease itself.”  
[Financial Times, 5/14/20] 

Moore Orchestrated ‘Liberate’ Protests Against Stay In Place Orders And 
Arranged For A Donor To Pay Bail For Any Arrested Protesters. The New 
York Times reported that Stephen Moore, a Distinguished Fellow on a 
temporary leave of absence form the Heritage Foundation, said in a live 
YouTube show called “Freedom On Tap” that he had spoken with a donor 
who agreed to cover all bail fees accrued by those engaged in “Liberate” 
protests. [YouTube, 4/14/20 (15:55); New York Times, 4/17/20;  
4/22/2015] 

FOSSIL FUEL FUNDING CONNECTIONS 
Stephen Moore Served As A Distinguished Fellow At The Heritage 
Foundation. According to the Heritage Foundation’s website, Stephen Moore 
is a Distinguished Visiting Fellow for Project for Economic Growth on a 
temporary leave of absence at The Heritage Foundation. [Heritage 
Foundation, accessed 5/20/2020] 

Stephen Moore Served As Chairman Of FreedomWorks’ Task Force On 
Economic Revival. According to FreedomWorks’ website, Stephen Moore 
serves as Chairman of FreedomWorks’s Task Force on Economic Revival. 
[FreedomWorks, accessed 5/20/2020] 

  

https://www.ft.com/content/97dc7de6-940b-11ea-abcd-371e24b679ed
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2h7czFYx6-s&feature=youtu.be&t=856
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/17/us/politics/trump-coronavirus-governors.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/22/opinion/coronavirus-protests-astroturf.html
https://www.heritage.org/staff/stephen-moore
https://www.freedomworks.org/content/stephen-moore
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MYRON EBELL - COMPETITIVE 
ENTERPRISE INSTITUTE 

TIES TO TRUMP 

Influence On Policy 
Myron Ebell, Head Of Environmental And Energy Policy At The Competitive 
Enterprise Institute, Led Trump’s EPA Transition Team. According to PBS 
Frontline: “As Trump now begins the process of staffing his administration, 
his pick to head the transition team at the EPA, Myron Ebell, offers more 
insight into the future of U.S. climate policy. Ebell, a leading contrarian of the 
scientific consensus on global warming, leads environmental and energy 
policy at the Competitive Enterprise Institute, a libertarian advocacy group 
financed in part by the fossil fuel industry. Ebell also helps chair the Cooler 
Heads Coalition, a group which describes its mission as “dispelling the myths 
of global warming.” He’s been described as ‘enemy #1’ to the climate change 
community, and his own bio highlights how he has been named a ‘climate 
criminal’ by Greenpeace.” [PBS Frontline, 11/14/2016] 

Ebell Is Said To Have Directly Influenced Trump’s Decision To Pull The U.S. 
Out Of The Paris Climate Accord. According to CNN: “Myron Ebell hadn’t met 
President Donald Trump until Thursday at the White House following the 
President’s decision to pull out of the Paris climate accord. But Ebell, the 
head of Trump’s Environmental Protection Agency transition team, likely had 
as much influence shaping Trump’s decision as any single individual. As 
director of the Competitive Enterprise Institute, a non-profit policy center 
that was in favor of withdrawing from the Paris agreement, Ebell had direct 
and indirect influence that might have helped change the political and 
environmental direction of the US.” [CNN, 6/3/2017] 

The Competitive Enterprise Institute Released Ads Featuring Trump’s 
Promises To Withdraw From The Climate Pact After The President 
Was Reportedly Wavering On The Matter. According to CNN: 
“Following news that Trump was waffling on whether or not to uphold 
his campaign promise of withdrawing the US from the pact, Ebell’s 
CEI put out a TV ad with video montages of Trump promising to do 
just that during the election. Speaking to CNN, Ebell said the point was 
to remind the President what promises he had made to his voters -- 
and Ebell believes it worked. ‘There’s a large wing of people who 

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/meet-myron-ebell-the-climate-contrarian-leading-trumps-epa-transition/
https://www.cnn.com/2017/06/03/politics/myron-ebell-paris-agreement/index.html
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probably identify as part of the ‘basket of deplorables’ in the Trump 
administration and there are a bunch of people who are much more 
comfortable identifying as part of the swamp,’ Ebell said. ‘So there 
was a debate, a real debate in the White House and in the Cabinet. So 
we just wanted to remind the president which side he’s on.’” [CNN, 
6/3/2017] 

Ebell Suggested An Action Plan Of Six Obama-Era Executive Orders Aimed At 
Curbing Climate Change And Carbon Emissions, Trump Rescinded All Six. 
According to CNN: “Ebell, though not a scientist, has emerged as one of the 
world’s foremost climate deniers. A few months before the Paris pact 
entered its final stage in 2015, he wrote in a blog post that President Barack 
Obama’s ‘Clean Power Plan’ was ‘illegal’ and lamented the gains likely to be 
incurred by ‘renewable energy producers’ at the expense of coal and 
natural gas. […] He suggested in an action plan during the transition that 
Trump rescind six Obama-era executive orders aimed at curbing climate 
change and regulating carbon emissions. Trump followed those suggestions 
after taking office.” [CNN, 6/3/2017] 

The Competitive Enterprise Institute Is Behind Efforts To Persuade The 
Trump Administration To Weaken Standards On Home Appliances. 
According to The New York Times: “The petition, titled ‘Make Dishwashers 
Great Again,’ is just one part of a broad campaign coordinated by 
conservative organizations with ties to fossil-fuel companies. Trump 
administration emails made public as part of a lawsuit filed by the Sierra 
Club shed new light on the effort, designed to persuade the Trump 
administration to weaken standards on a long list of home appliances. One 
such email, sent in June 2018 to supporters of the Competitive Enterprise 
Institute, a libertarian think tank, urged them to write to the Department of 
Energy supporting the creation of ‘a new class of ‘fast dishwashers’ that can 
complete a cycle in an hour or less.’” [New York Times, 9/17/2019] 

The Competitive Enterprise Institute Filed A Petition That Directly Promoted 
The DOE’s Review Of Dishwasher Regulations. According to The New York 
Times: “‘This will require more electricity and more water and so D.O.E. will 
have to relax the efficiency standards,’ the email said, adding that hundreds 
of comments had already been filed ‘with the help of FreedomWorks and 
several other groups.’ (The D.O.E. is accepting comments for or against the 
move until Oct. 16.) […] The Washington-based Competitive Enterprise 
Institute, a group that disputes that climate change is a problem, has 
promoted the effort to roll back dishwasher regulations, filing a petition that 
directly prompted the dishwasher review.” [New York Times, 9/17/2019] 

https://www.cnn.com/2017/06/03/politics/myron-ebell-paris-agreement/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2017/06/03/politics/myron-ebell-paris-agreement/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2017/06/03/politics/myron-ebell-paris-agreement/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/17/climate/trump-dishwasher-regulatory-rollback.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/17/climate/trump-dishwasher-regulatory-rollback.html
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New York Times: CEI Has Played “An Outsized Role In The Trump 
Administration.” According to The New York Times: “Still, the organization is 
arguably best known for its work disputing the science of climate change, 
and the corporations’ support comes at a time when the think tank has 
played an outsized role in the Trump administration. The head of the 
environment program at the C.E.I., Myron Ebell, led the Trump 
administration’s transition team at the Environmental Protection Agency, 
spearheaded the opposition to the Paris Agreement.” [New York Times, 
7/10/2019] 

MISINFORMATION ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE 
Competitive Enterprise Institute’s Energy And Economy Program Aims To 
Question “Global Warming Alarmism.” According to their website: “CEI 
questions global warming alarmism, makes the case for access to 
affordable energy, and opposes energy-rationing policies, including the 
Paris Climate Agreement, Kyoto Protocol, cap-and-trade legislation, and 
Environmental Protection Agency regulation of greenhouse gas emissions. 
CEI also opposes all government mandates and subsidies for conventional 
and alternative energy technologies.” [Competitive Enterprise Institute, 
accessed 5/18/20] 

New York Times: The Competitive Enterprise Institute Is “Best Known For Its 
Work Disputing The Science Of Climate Change.” According to The New York 
Times: “Analysts at C.E.I. do advocate on a wide range of policies, including 
opposing antitrust laws, an issue dear to tech and telecom giants as well as 
other major corporations. Still, the organization is arguably best known for 
its work disputing the science of climate change, and the corporations’ 
support comes at a time when the think tank has played an outsized role in 
the Trump administration. The head of the environment program at the C.E.I., 
Myron Ebell, led the Trump administration’s transition team at the 
Environmental Protection Agency, spearheaded the opposition to the Paris 
Agreement.” [New York Times, 7/10/2019] 

MISINFORMATION ABOUT COVID-19 
Competitive Enterprise Institute Criticized Attempts To Flatten The Curve 
And Called For Re-Opening The Economy. In a May 14th 2020 blog post, Joel 
Zinberg, a Senior Fellow at the Competitive Enterprise Institute, attacked the 
“flatten the curve” advocated by the vast majority of public health experts: 
“So why do we continue to pursue lockdowns that ensure herd immunity will 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/10/climate/nyt-climate-newsletter-cei.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/10/climate/nyt-climate-newsletter-cei.html
https://cei.org/issues/energy-and-environment
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/10/climate/nyt-climate-newsletter-cei.html
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never develop and the virus will continue to fester? The answer usually 
given is that we must ‘flatten the curve.’” He argued that “Outside of a small 
number of hospitals in a few hotspots, U.S. health care capacity was not 
overwhelmed,” and therefore the population should be tested for antibodies, 
and “If infection rates are high, lockdown measures should be relaxed.” 
[Competitive Enterprise Institute, 5/14/20] 

Myron Ebell, Director Of The Institute’s Center For Energy And Environment 
Attacked A Harvard University Study Linking Covid-19 Deaths To Pollution As 
“Junk Science” That Aimed To “Advance A Political Agenda.” On May 5th 
2020, The Competitive Enterprise Institute published a blog post from Myron 
Ebell, Director of the Institute’s Center for Energy and Environment, titled 
“Harvard Junk Science Study Claims High Pollution Levels Increase Deaths 
from COVID-19.” In the post, Myron wrote: “Researchers at Harvard 
University’s T. C. Chan School of Public Health in late April published a draft 
or preliminary study that concluded, ‘A small increase in long-term exposure 
to PM2.5 leads to a large increase in the COVID-19 death rate.’ […] The fact 
the study is a quick-and-dirty rush job indicates that the purpose is more to 
advance a political agenda than to advance scientific knowledge.” 
[Competitive Enterprise Institute, 5/11/20] 

Competitive Enterprise Institute Senior Fellow Patrick Michaels Argued That 
Proposed EU Green Stimulus Would “Reverse A Lot More Progress” Than 
Covid-19. In March of 2020, Patrick Michaels, a senior fellow at the 
Competitive Enterprise Institute’s Center for Energy and Environment, wrote 
of a proposal for a European Green New Deal:  “Make no mistake: The 
proposed EU climate law will reverse a lot more progress and a lot more 
economic and environmental resilience than any probable climate change 
or, for that matter, coronavirus.” [Competitive Enterprise Institute (originally 
published in the Washington Examiner), 3/20/2020] 

 

FOSSIL FUEL FUNDING CONNECTIONS 

1986 – 2017: The Competitive Enterprise Institute 
Received A Total Of $1,033,259 From Koch Entities 
1988 - 2017: The Competitive Enterprise Institute Received A Total Of 
$326,419 From The Charles G. Koch Charitable Foundation. According to 
data from Greenpeace, The Competitive Enterprise Institute received $5,000 
from The Charles G. Koch Foundation in 1998, $10,000 in 1991, $24,079 in 

https://cei.org/blog/new-approach-covid-19-response
https://cei.org/blog/harvard-junk-science-study-claims-high-pollution-levels-increase-deaths-covid-19
https://cei.org/content/eu-official-exploits-coronavirus-push-awful-climate-change-legislation
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2009, $16,700 in 2012, $10,000 in 2013, $53,924 in 2014, $29,200 in 2015, 
$18,750 in 2016, and  $158,766 in 2017. [GreenPeace.Org,  Accessed 
5/19/2020] 

1992 - 2011: The Competitive Enterprise Institute Received A Total Of 
$364,820 From The Claude R. Lambe Charitable Foundation. According to 
data from Greenpeace, The Competitive Enterprise Institute received 
$10,000 from The Claude R. Lambe Charitable Foundation in 1992, $35,000 
in 1993, $20,000 in 1996, $40,000 in 1997, $95,000 in 1998, $25,000 in 
2000, $29,460 in 2002, $27,230 in 2003, $54,640 in 2004, $10,000 in 2009, 
$9,200 in 2010, and $9,200 in 2011. [GreenPeace.Org,  Accessed 
5/19/2020] 

Charles Koch Was A Director Of The Claude R. Lambe Foundation. 
According to the Center for Public Integrity, “The Claude R. Lambe 
Charitable Foundation terminated itself during 2013 and transferred 
most of its remaining assets, valued at nearly $2.3 million, to a Fidelity 
Investments Charitable Gift Fund, through which account holders 
may make “grant recommendations from their accounts to qualified 
501(c) (3) public charities immediately or in the future.” Charles Koch 
was a director of the foundation.” [Center for Public Integrity, 
11/3/2015] 

1986 - 2000: The Competitive Enterprise Institute Received A Total Of 
$315,000 From The David H. Koch Charitable Foundation. According to data 
from Greenpeace, The Competitive Enterprise Institute received $10,000 
from The David H. Koch Charitable Foundation in 1986, $10,000 in 1987, 
$10,000 in 1988, $10,000 in 1989, $25,000 in 1995, $50,000 in 1996, 
$50,000 in 1997, $50,000 in 1999, and $100,000 in 2000. [GreenPeace.Org,  
Accessed 5/19/2020] 

2014 – 2017: The Competitive Enterprise Institute Received A Total Of 
$27,020 From The Charles Koch Institute. According to data from 
Greenpeace, The Competitive Enterprise Institute received $5,200 from The 
Charles Koch Institute in 2014, $5,820 in 2015, and $16,000 in 2017. 
[GreenPeace.Org,  Accessed 5/19/2020] 

  

https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/koch-industries/
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/koch-industries/
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/koch-industries/
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/koch-industries/
https://publicintegrity.org/politics/the-koch-brothers-foundation-network-explained/
https://publicintegrity.org/politics/the-koch-brothers-foundation-network-explained/
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/koch-industries/
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/koch-industries/
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/koch-industries/


 

Climate Power 2020 COVID Deniers Are Climate Deniers          33  

 

WILLIAM HAPPER - CO2 COALITION 

TIES TO TRUMP 

Influence On Policy 
The CO2 Coalition Was Established By William Happer, Who Went On To 
Serve As Senior Director Of Trump’s National Security Council. According to 
E&E News: “Those are some of the claims promoted by the CO2 Coalition, a 
nonprofit founded in 2015 by the White House official who’s overseeing the 
administration’s ‘adversarial’ review of climate science. The group’s 
assertions are disputed by a vast majority of climate researchers. But in the 
eyes of CO2 Coalition members, it’s the world’s leading scientists who are 
wrong. The CO2 Coalition, established by William Happer, a senior director 
with the White House National Security Council, has received more than $1 
million from energy executives and conservative foundations that fight 
regulations since it was founded four years ago.” [E&E News, 2/28/2019] 

Happer Proposed Forming An Ad-Hoc White House Committee, The 
Presidential Committee On Climate Security, To Highlight Uncertainty In 
National Science Reports On Climate Change. According to The Washington 
Post: “The proposed Presidential Committee on Climate Security, which 
would be established by executive order, is being spearheaded by William 
Happer, a National Security Council senior director. […]  According to the 
NSC discussion paper, the order would create a federal advisory committee 
‘to advise the President on scientific understanding of today’s climate, how 
the climate might change in the future under natural and human influences, 
and how a changing climate could affect the security of the United States.’ 
The document notes that the government has issued several major reports 
under Trump identifying climate change as a serious threat. ‘However, these 
scientific and national security judgments have not undergone a rigorous 
independent and adversarial scientific peer review to examine the 
certainties and uncertainties of climate science, as well as implications for 
national security,’ it said.” [Washington Post, 2/20/2019] 

Happer Pushed For CO2 Coalition Researchers To Take A Lead Role On The 
Panel. According to E&E News: “Now, rather than issuing public reports, 
there are signals that the panel might operate behind closed doors. In 
preliminary talks, Happer pushed for researchers associated with the CO2 
Coalition to take a lead role in the effort, according to a source with 
knowledge of Happer’s activities.” [E&E News, 2/28/2019] 

https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060122629
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/white-house-readies-panel-to-assess-if-climate-change-poses-a-national-security-threat/2019/02/19/ccc8b29e-3396-11e9-af5b-b51b7ff322e9_story.html
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060122629
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The Presidential Committee On Climate Security Aimed To Attack The 
National Climate Assessment. According to E&E News: “His original idea to 
review climate research involved a team of scientists who would critique 
government science reports and play up the areas of uncertainty. It would 
be centered on attacking the National Climate Assessment and potentially be 
used to mount a challenge to the endangerment finding, the scientific 
underpinning of federal climate policy, according to several associates of 
Happer.” [E&E News, 2/28/2019] 

Happer Blocked Written Congressional Testimony By A State Department 
Researcher Who Tried To Warn Of The Security Risks Posed By Climate 
Change. According to E&E News: “Happer was likely the only scientist to have 
briefed Trump on climate change. Earlier this year, he used his position on 
the National Security Council to block written congressional testimony by a 
State Department researcher who tried to warn lawmakers of the security 
risks posed by climate change.” [E&E News, 9/12/2020] 

Happer Called The State Department’s Bureau Of Intelligence Researcher’s 
Findings “Propaganda Slogan For The Scientific Illiterate.” According to The 
Washington Post: “Critics of the testimony included William Happer, a 
National Security Council senior director who has touted the benefits of 
carbon dioxide and sought to establish a federal task force to challenge the 
scientific consensus that human activity is driving the planet’s rising 
temperatures. […] In another passage, Happer objected to the phrase 
‘tipping point’ when describing how a certain level of warming could trigger 
devastating climate-related impacts, the individual said. ‘‘Tipping points’ is a 
propaganda slogan for the scientifically illiterate,’ Happer wrote. ‘They were 
a favorite of Al Gore’s science adviser, James Hansen.’” [Washington Post, 
6/8/2019] 

CO2 Coalition Officials Were Recruited As Top Staffers To Former EPA 
Administrator Scott Pruitt. According to E&E News: “Since the early days of 
the Trump administration, officials with the CO2 Coalition have been pushing 
for a climate debate. They were sometimes recruited by top staffers to 
former EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt.” [E&E News, 2/28/2019] 

The EPA Requested Briefings From CO2 Coalition Consultants On The Role Of 
Greenhouse Gasses. According to E&E News: “Mark Carr, a consultant who 
worked with the CO2 Coalition, wrote an email thanking Pruitt and his chief 
of staff, Ryan Jackson, for requesting a briefing about the role of 
greenhouse gases. ‘Many of the initiatives on which you are working now 
will be easier to manage and communications thereon targets of less viable 
criticism if senior political and policy leaders at your Agency and across the 

https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060122629
https://www.eenews.net/climatewire/2019/09/12/stories/1061113637
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2019/06/08/white-house-blocked-intelligence-aides-written-testimony-saying-human-caused-climate-change-could-be-possibly-catastrophic/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2019/06/08/white-house-blocked-intelligence-aides-written-testimony-saying-human-caused-climate-change-could-be-possibly-catastrophic/
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060122629
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Executive had a more robust understanding of the true role (or lack of one) 
CO2 plays in the physical world,’ Carr wrote in an email obtained by the 
Natural Resources Defense Council through a Freedom of Information Act 
request.” [E&E News, 2/28/2019] 

CO2 Coalition Consultants Advised EPA Administrator Pruitt On A Proposed 
“Red Team-Blue Team” Debate On The Science Of Climate Change. According 
to The Washington Post: “Pruitt pitched the so-called ‘red team-blue team’ 
exercise as a way to suss out the truth of scientific claims that the burning 
of fossil fuels and other human activities are pumping greenhouse gases 
into the air and are warming the planet. […] ‘[T]he ‘Red Team’ idea is superb, 
Rodney Nichols, a science and technology policy consultant for the CO2 
Coalition, wrote in an May 2017 email to Pruitt aide Lincoln Ferguson ‘We 
will be glad to help the initiative in any way we can.’  It wasn’t until last June 
that Pruitt began publicly floating a red team-blue team debate. Nichols, 
whose group argues that additional atmospheric carbon dioxide aides plant 
growth and boost farm productivity, passed along a paper titled ‘Carbon 
Dioxide Benefits the World’ for Pruitt’s perusal. By February, Pruitt appeared 
to latch onto that idea. ‘We know humans have most flourished during times 
of what, warming trends,’ Pruitt told a Las Vegas television station.” [The 
Washington Post, 5/9/2019] 

Emails Show CO2 Coalition Consultants Enjoyed In Person Meetings With 
Administration Officials. According to The New York Times: “In a later email 
to Mr. Pruitt’s chief of staff, Ryan Jackson, Mark Carr, a consultant who 
works for the CO2 Coalition, wrote to note that he had discussed the group’s 
ideas with Mr. Pruitt. ‘I’m following up on face-to-face conversations my CO2 
Coalition colleagues and I have had with Administrator Pruitt,’ Mr. Carr 
wrote. ‘As you likely know, our experts are strongly supporting and helping 
organize the Red/Blue team initiative.’” [New York Times, 5/8/2019] 

 

MISINFORMATION ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE 
The CO2 Coalition Claimed That Higher Levels Of CO2 Would Be “Of Great 
Benefit To Life On Earth.” In 2016, the CO2 Coalition wrote: “Increasing levels 
of the greenhouse gas CO2 from fuel combustion will slightly increase the 
surface temperature of the earth.  Observations indicate that every doubling 
of the CO2 concentration will increase the earth’s surface temperature by 1 
to 2 C, and perhaps less.  The warming is so small that the resulting longer 
growing seasons and increased plant productivity from additional CO2 will 

https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060122629
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2018/05/09/emails-show-epa-turned-to-climate-skeptics-to-craft-red-team-blue-team-exercise/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2018/05/09/emails-show-epa-turned-to-climate-skeptics-to-craft-red-team-blue-team-exercise/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/08/climate/pruitt-epa-red-blue-team-debate-emails.html
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of great benefit to life on earth.” [CO2Coalition.Org via Archive.Today, 
2/16/2017] 

2016: Norman Rogers, Who Sits On The Coalition’s Board Of Advisers, 
Claimed Global Warming Was “An Example Of Junk Science.” According to 
Norman Rogers, Senior Policy Advisor to the Heartland Institute and 
member of the CO2 Coalition’s Board of Advisors, “Global warming is an 
example of junk science where there is a kernel of scientific truth that has 
been abused and beaten into a junk science edifice supporting huge money 
flows.”  [American Thinker via Archive.Today, 4/8/2016] 

2016: The Coalition Held A Conference Titled “The Climate Surprise: Why 
CO2 Is Good For The Earth” Which Challenged The Science On The 
Harmfulness Of Increased Carbon Dioxide Levels. According to the CO2 
Coalition’s website: “On March 29, 2016, the CO2 Coalition and The New 
Criterion held a conference in New York City that challenged the supposedly 
‘settled science’ on climate change and purported detrimental effects of 
increasing levels of carbon dioxide.” [CO2Coalition.Org, Accessed via 
WayBack Archive, 4/25/2016] 

MISINFORMATION ABOUT COVID-19 
Chairman Of The CO2 Coalition Patrick Moore Tweeted Skepticism Of 
Pandemic Computer Models. On April 15, 2020, Scientific American ran an 
article headlined: “Climate Science Deniers Turn to Attacking Coronavirus 
Models.” According to the article: “Nonetheless, conservative pundits, who 
are not trained as climate scientists, have repurposed the coronavirus 
modeling to attack climate projections in recent days. ‘It seems like the 
computer models for the corona virus pandemic are about as accurate as 
the computer models that have failed so miserably on global warming,’ 
tweeted Patrick Moore, the chairman of the CO2 Coalition, which claims the 
world needs to burn more fossil fuels to help the planet and has connections 
to the Trump White House. ‘Proves you can’t predict a chaotic, multi-factor, 
non-linear future.’ The CO2 Coalition was founded by William Happer, who 
served on the National Security Council at the White House and 
unsuccessfully tried to launch a hostile review of climate science.” [Scientific 
American, 4/15/2020] 

 

https://archive.is/WNNlH#selection-1217.217-1217.648
https://archive.is/WNNlH#selection-1217.217-1217.648
https://archive.is/vHM4k
https://web.archive.org/web/20160602014627/http:/co2coalition.org/322-2/
https://web.archive.org/web/20160602014627/http:/co2coalition.org/322-2/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/climate-science-deniers-turn-to-attacking-coronavirus-models/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/climate-science-deniers-turn-to-attacking-coronavirus-models/
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FOSSIL FUEL FUNDING CONNECTIONS 

The CO2 Project Has Received A Total Of $683,535 
From Koch Entities  
2013 – 2015: The CO2 Project Received A Total Of $209,126 From The 
Charles G. Koch Charitable Foundation. According to data from the 
Conservative Transparency Project and Media Matters, The CO2 Project 
received $75,000 from The Charles G Koch Charitable Foundation in 2013, 
$125,000 in 2014, and $9,126 in 2015. [Conservative Transparency Project, 
via DeSmog Blog, Accessed 5/15/2020] 

2016 – 2018: The CO2 Project Received A Total Of $54,409 From The 
Charles Koch Institute. According to data from the Conservative 
Transparency Project and Media Matters, The CO2 Project received $13,126 
from The Charles Koch Institute in 2016, $33,283 in 2017, and $8,000 in 
2018. [Conservative Transparency Project, via DeSmog Blog, Accessed 
5/15/2020] 

2004 – 2012: The CO2 Project Received A Total of $420,000 From The 
Claude R. Lambe Charitable Foundation. According to data from the 
Conservative Transparency Project and Media Matters, The CO2 Project 
received $30,000 from The Claude R. Lambe Charitable Foundation in 2004, 
$70,000 in 2006, $70,000 in 2007, $70,000 in 2008, $70,000 in 2009, 
$40,000 in 2011, and $70,000 in 2012. [Conservative Transparency Project, 
via DeSmog Blog, Accessed 5/15/2020] 

STEVEN MILLOY - JUNK SCIENCE 
BLOG 

TIES TO TRUMP 

Influence On Policy 
Milloy Served On Trump’s Transition Team At The EPA. In March 2019, The 
Washington Post reported: “But Steven Milloy, a climate change skeptic who 
served on Trump’s transition team at the Environmental Protection Agency 

https://www.desmogblog.com/co2-coalition
https://www.desmogblog.com/co2-coalition
https://www.desmogblog.com/co2-coalition
https://www.desmogblog.com/co2-coalition
https://www.desmogblog.com/co2-coalition
https://www.desmogblog.com/co2-coalition
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and questioned humans’ contribution to climate change, said Trump is 
simply keeping his promise to millions of voters who backed him in 2016 
after he campaigned on the energy policies he is now pursuing. ‘I don’t have 
a problem with people having different points of view. It’s the president that 
gets elected,’ said Milloy, who previously ran a group that received funding 
from the oil industry. ‘In the end, it’s the president’s agenda, and he gets to 
decide.’”  [Washington Post, 3/3/19] 

Milloy Has “A Resume Rich With Affiliation” To Groups That “Hold Sway At 
Pruitt’s EPA.” In June 2018, E&E News reported that Milloy: “has a resume 
rich with affiliations at conservative think tanks that oppose environmental 
regulations. They include the Cato Institute, Energy and Environment Legal 
Institute, Heartland Institute and Competitive Enterprise Institute. Many of 
those groups hold sway at Pruitt’s EPA, making it seem as if Milloy’s career 
has been building to this moment.” [E&E News, 6/12/2018] 

Milloy Attended EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt’s Announcement Of Major 
Restrictions On Use Of Science In EPA Regulations. In June 2018, E&E News 
reported that: “In April, Milloy was in the audience at EPA headquarters 
when Pruitt proposed a rule that would restrict some types of science that 
the agency can use to craft regulations. A smile beamed across this face. 
Major science organizations point out that the rule would exclude some of 
the most important air pollution studies ever conducted, because they use 
data that are unavailable to the public.” [E&E News, 6/12/2018] 

Milloy Referred To The Restrictions On Science As One Of His 
Proudest Achievements, Adding That The EPA’s Proposal A Result Of 
His Efforts. In April 2018, E&E News reported that: “Steve Milloy, who 
served on Trump’s EPA transition team, has pushed for the agency to 
stop issuing regulations unless the underlying scientific data are 
made public. He declined to discuss today’s EPA event, but said, ‘If I 
was going to be there, I would be very excited.’ He said of the effort, ‘I 
look at it as one of my proudest achievements. The reason this is 
anywhere is because of Steve Milloy.’” [E&E News, 4/24/2018] 

MISINFORMATION ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE 
Milloy Ran “JunkScience.Com,” Through Which He Aimed To Discredit The 
Science On Climate Change. According to Popular Science, “‘There’s really 
only about 25 of us doing this,’ Steve Milloy says, shortly after sitting down at 
Morton’s, a Washington, D.C., steakhouse favored by lawyers and lobbyists. 
[…] Milloy, a Fox News commentator and former tobacco-industry advocate, 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/he-gets-to-decide-trump-escalates-his-fight-against-climate-science-ahead-of-2020/2019/02/28/6e12dbbc-3aa3-11e9-a2cd-307b06d0257b_story.html
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060084153
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060084153
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060079891
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runs a website called JunkScience.com that is an outlet for attacks on those 
he calls ‘global-warming alarmists.’” [Popular Science, 6/21/2012] 

2012: Milloy Said He Was “Yet To See An Environmental Scare That Is 
Remotely True When It Comes To Human Health.” According to Popular 
Science, “But Milloy, like others in the movement, says that he’s fighting an 
existential war with forces that would, without his intervention, steal the 
American way of life. ‘This whole green thing, the whole environmental scare 
industry, is really just an ingenious plan to exert government control over 
everything we do,’ Milloy says. ‘I have yet to see an environmental scare that 
is remotely true when it comes to human health. Secondhand smoke, air 
quality, ozone depletion, pesticides, superfund sites—you name it.’” [Popular 
Science, 6/21/2012] 

2012: Milloy Said He Was “Happy” To Be A Climate Denier. According to 
Popular Science, “‘There’s really only about 25 of us doing this,’ Steve Milloy 
says, shortly after sitting down at Morton’s, a Washington, D.C., steakhouse 
favored by lawyers and lobbyists. ‘A core group of skeptics. It’s a ragtag 
bunch, very Continental Army.’ Milloy, a Fox News commentator and former 
tobacco-industry advocate, runs a website called JunkScience.com that is 
an outlet for attacks on those he calls ‘global-warming alarmists.’ Many of 
those who question mainstream climate science resent being called deniers; 
they say it unfairly equates them with Holocaust deniers. They prefer 
doubters, skeptics or realists. ‘Me, I just stick with denier,’ Milloy says. ‘I’m 
happy to be a denier.’” [Popular Science, 6/21/2012] 

2014: Steven Milloy Dismissed That Coal Was A Dirty Form Of Energy As An 
“Overarching Eco-Myth.” Speaking at The Heritage Foundation’s ‘Happy 
Earth Day: Dispelling Environmental Myths And Celebrating Human 
Achievement’ event, Milloy stated: “Coal is ground-zero in the environmental 
wars, and it is the most important battle that we’re fighting today. The 
overarching eco-myth that I will debunk is the one about coal being a dirty 
form of energy that our country can do without. First, I am going to talk 
about the need for coal and then discuss the wanton and reckless smearing 
and elimination of it. The coal industry helps generate about 40% of the U.S.’ 
electricity. Coal makes the lowest cost and most reliable electricity. The coal 
industry, directly or indirectly, employs about 800,000 people, generates 50 
billion dollars in labor income, and contributes about 100 billion dollars 
to GDP. Yet, these impressive statistics don’t somehow come close to doing 
justice to the benefits America, and the world, derive from the tremendous 
natural resource that is coal, of which we are blessed to have a several 
hundred-year supply.” [Heritage Foundation, 4/22/2014] (video) 

http://junkscience.com/
https://www.popsci.com/science/article/2012-06/battle-over-climate-change/?single-page-view=true
https://www.popsci.com/science/article/2012-06/battle-over-climate-change/?single-page-view=true
https://www.popsci.com/science/article/2012-06/battle-over-climate-change/?single-page-view=true
http://junkscience.com/
https://www.popsci.com/science/article/2012-06/battle-over-climate-change/?single-page-view=true
https://www.webcitation.org/6PDlgGjy3
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2014: Milloy Claimed Reducing CO2 Levels Would Produce “No Measurable 
Impact On Global Climate.” Speaking at The Heritage Foundation’s ‘Happy 
Earth Day: Dispelling Environmental Myths And Celebrating Human 
Achievement’ event, Milloy stated: “Of the many guises of the “War on Coal,” 
global warming is perhaps the most used excuse… Simple math shows that 
the Obama war on coal, for purposes of climate control, is futile. Even if 
U.S.’ CO2 emissions stopped today and were to be zero for the remainder of 
this century, atmospheric CO2 levels would only decrease by about 3%. 
There would be no measurable impact on global climate, at a cost of 25% of 
global GDP.” [Heritage Foundation, 4/22/2014] (video) 

2014: Milloy Said The Obama Administration’s Efforts To Curb Emissions 
Were Based On “Junk Science.” Speaking at The Heritage Foundation’s 
‘Happy Earth Day: Dispelling Environmental Myths And Celebrating Human 
Achievement’ event, Milloy stated: “We can debate the science of global 
warming to our heart’s content, and we should, but the reality is worldwide 
hydrocarbon use is increasing. By itself, China is adding the equivalent of the 
entire U.S. coal fleet between now and 2020, India is adding 71 gigawatts of 
coal power between now and 2018—almost as much as the Obama EPA has 
already shuttered. Obama’s unilateral actions are all based on ‘junk science’ 
that will accomplish nothing except hurt our standard of living, devastate 
coal communities, raise electricity prices for all, and cause power outages.” 
[Heritage Foundation, 4/22/2014] (video) 

2005 – 2009: Milloy Was An Adjunct Scholar At The Competitive Enterprise 
Institute. According to the Competitive Enterprise Institute’s website, Milloy 
“was an adjunct scholar with the Competitive Enterprise Institute from 2005 
to 2009.” [Competitive Enterprise Institute, accessed 5/20/2020] 

MISINFORMATION ABOUT COVID-19 
Climate Skeptic Steven Milloy Compared The Coronavirus Threat To The Flu. 
On May 9, 2020, the New York Times reported: “At the forefront of the fight 
are a number of climate skeptics who have long exploited the imperfections 
of scientific research — statistical margins of error, the subjective elements 
of projective modeling — to cast doubt on the conclusive finding that 
humans have contributed to global warming. Steven J. Milloy, a fervent 
denier of that scientific consensus, was early to play down the coronavirus 
threat. He compared it to the flu, an argument that public health officials say 
dangerously underestimates how deadly the virus is.” [New York Times, 
5/9/2020] 

https://www.webcitation.org/6PDlgGjy3
https://www.webcitation.org/6PDlgGjy3
https://cei.org/other/steven-j-milloy
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/09/us/politics/coronavirus-death-toll-presidential-campaign.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20200510&instance_id=18372&nl=the-morning&regi_id=72064969&segment_id=27142&te=1&user_id=fbdd61174622db15e20dc3b0be14b4d5
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/09/us/politics/coronavirus-death-toll-presidential-campaign.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20200510&instance_id=18372&nl=the-morning&regi_id=72064969&segment_id=27142&te=1&user_id=fbdd61174622db15e20dc3b0be14b4d5


 

Climate Power 2020 COVID Deniers Are Climate Deniers          41  

 

FOSSIL FUEL FUNDING CONNECTIONS 
2013 – 2016: Steven Milloy Was Employed As Director Of External Policy 
And Strategy At Murray Energy Corp. According to The New Yorker: “Milloy 
has worked for the tobacco industry, arguing that secondhand smoke does 
not pose a risk to public health, and, later, for fossil-fuel companies, leading 
their climate-change-denial campaigns. From 2013 until 2016, he was the 
director of external policy and strategy for Murray Energy, the country’s 
largest privately owned coal company.” [The New Yorker, 4/26/2018]  

Milloy Received Funding From Entities Controlled By The Koch Brothers. 
According to Popular Science, “Milloy, a Fox News commentator and former 
tobacco-industry advocate, runs a website called JunkScience.com that is 
an outlet for attacks on those he calls ‘global-warming alarmists.’ […] He 
moved into climate denial in the 1990s as funding from the tobacco lobby 
began to dry up. At the time, conservative and libertarian think tanks were 
just starting to take aim at climate science. Milloy, who has received funding 
from entities controlled by oil billionaires Charles and David Koch, helps 
them get their message to the masses.” [Popular Science, 6/21/2012] 

  

https://www.newyorker.com/science/elements/scott-pruitts-crusade-against-secret-science-could-be-disastrous-for-public-health
https://www.popsci.com/science/article/2012-06/battle-over-climate-change/?single-page-view=true
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HEARTLAND INSTITUTE 

TIES TO TRUMP 

Influence On Policy 
PBS: Heartland’s Message On Climate Change Has Never “Enjoyed A More 
Sympathetic Ear In The White House” Than President Trump. According to 
PBS Frontline: “The pivot comes at a paradoxical moment: There has never 
been more evidence that humans are altering the climate; nor has 
Heartland’s message to the contrary ever enjoyed a more sympathetic ear in 
the White House. President Donald Trump has in the past described climate 
change as a ‘hoax;’ last month, days after the United Nations released 
a report warning that climate change may have catastrophic impact as soon 
as 2030, Trump said he wasn’t convinced ‘that it’s man-made.’ Trump’s 
transition team for the Environmental Protection Agency was led by a close 
Heartland associate.” [PBS Frontline, 11/2/2018] 

Trump’s Transition Team For The EPA Was Led By Heartland Institute Policy 
Advisor Myron Ebell. In November 2018, PBS Frontline reported: “Trump’s 
transition team for the Environmental Protection Agency was led by a close 
Heartland associate.” Myron Eball, who headed Trump’s EPA transition team, is a 
Policy Advisor at the Heartland Institute. [PBS Frontline, 11/2/2018; Heartland 
Institute, About Us] 

Communications Records Show EPA Officials Frequently Liaised With Heartland 
Officials On Climate Policy Matters. According to PBS Frontline: “Emails obtained by 
Freedom of Information Act lawsuits revealed that under Trump, EPA officials have 
corresponded with Heartland leaders, in some cases to drum up support for 
policies and events. Trump’s decision to withdraw from the Paris Climate Accord, 
his proposal to roll back car fuel economy standards and his plan to support old 
coal-powered plants are all policies that Heartland has advocated.” [PBS Frontline, 
11/2/2018] 

Senior EPA Officials Worked Closely With Heartland Staff To Rally People For 
Public Hearings, Counter Negative News Coverage And To Tout 
Administrator Scott Pruitt’s Leadership Of The Agency. According to 
Associated Press: “Newly released emails show senior Environmental 
Protection Agency officials working closely with a conservative group that 
dismisses climate change to rally like-minded people for public hearings on 
science and global warming, counter negative news coverage and tout 

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/in-shift-key-climate-denialist-group-heartland-institute-pivots-to-policy/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/in-shift-key-climate-denialist-group-heartland-institute-pivots-to-policy/
https://www.heartland.org/about-us/who-we-are/myron-ebell
https://www.heartland.org/about-us/who-we-are/myron-ebell
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/in-shift-key-climate-denialist-group-heartland-institute-pivots-to-policy/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/in-shift-key-climate-denialist-group-heartland-institute-pivots-to-policy/
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Administrator Scott Pruitt’s stewardship of the agency. John Konkus, EPA’s 
deputy associate administrator for public affairs, repeatedly reached out to 
senior staffers at the Heartland Institute, according to the emails.” 
[Associated Press, 5/25/2018] 

Heartland Institute Senior Fellow William Happer Served As Senior Director 
On Trump’s National Security Council Between September 2018 And 2019. 
According to The Washington Post: “Founded in 1984 and funded largely by 
anonymous donors, Heartland has increasingly focused on climate change 
over the past decade. Its staff and researchers enjoy ready access to the 
Trump administration, and one of its senior fellows, William Happer, served 
as a senior director on the White House National Security Council between 
September 2018 and 2019.” [Washington Post, 2/23/2020] 

During Happer’s Tenure Within The Administration, He Sought To Enlist 
Heartland’s Help To Promote His Ideas And Objected To An Intelligence 
Official’s Finding That Climate Impacts Could Be Catastrophic. According to 
The Washington Post: “An emeritus professor of physics at Princeton 
University, Happer has repeatedly argued that carbon emissions should be 
viewed as beneficial to society — not a pollutant that drives global warming. 
During his time with the Trump administration, he sought to enlist 
Heartland’s help in promoting his ideas and objected to a U.S. intelligence 
official’s finding that climate impacts could be ‘possibly catastrophic,’ 
according to documents obtained by The Washington Post.” [Washington 
Post, 2/23/2020] 

In 2019, The Heartland Institute Held Their Annual Climate Denial 
Conference At Trump International Hotel In Washington, D.C. According to 
ThinkProgress: “In late July, climate science deniers will descend upon the 
Trump International Hotel in Washington, D.C. — located right across the 
street from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) — to attend the 
Heartland Institute’s annual climate conference. The theme this year is ‘Best 
Science, Winning Energy Policies.’ The conference will feature ‘the 
courageous men and women who spoke the truth about climate change 
during the height of the global warming scare,’ as the event’s own 
description puts it. ‘Now, many of them are advising the new administration 
or joining it in senior positions.’” [ThinkProgress, 7/12/2019] 

In 2016, Representatives From The Heartland Institute Attended President 
Trump’s Announcement That He Was Withdrawing The U.S. From The Paris 
Climate Accord. According to ThinkProgress: “When Trump announced in 
June 2016 that the United States would withdraw from the Paris climate 
deal, representatives from longtime anti-climate action groups like Koch-

https://apnews.com/64cd37b0503440c0b92e6ca075f87dd4/Emails-show-collaboration-among-EPA,-climate-change-deniers
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2020/02/23/meet-anti-greta-young-youtuber-campaigning-against-climate-alarmism/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2020/02/23/meet-anti-greta-young-youtuber-campaigning-against-climate-alarmism/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2020/02/23/meet-anti-greta-young-youtuber-campaigning-against-climate-alarmism/
https://archive.thinkprogress.org/trump-international-hotel-will-host-a-climate-denial-conference-5cf2c28b695d/
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funded think tanks the American Energy Alliance, the Competitive Enterprise 
Institute, and the Heritage Foundation were all present in the Rose Garden.” 
[ThinkProgress, 7/12/2019] 

MISINFORMATION ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE 
The Heartland Institute Hosted Forums Featuring Climate Change Sceptics. 
According to The Guardian: “The Heartland Institute, founded in 1984, has 
built a reputation over the years for providing a forum for climate change 
sceptics. But it is especially known for hosting a series of lavish conferences 
of climate science doubters at expensive hotels in New York’s Times Square 
as well as in Washington DC.” [The Guardian, 2/14/2012] 

• 2008: The Heartland Institute Began Hosting Its “International 
Conference On Climate Change,” Which Gathered The World’s Most 
Prominent Climate-Deniers. According to PBS: “In 2008, Heartland 
began hosting what it called “International Conferences on Climate 
Change,” which gathered the world’s most prominent climate 
contrarians under one roof. The arguments made there against 
prevailing climate science were diverse and often conflicting: Some 
speakers denied the Earth’s atmosphere was changing; others said 
the Earth was actually cooling; others said it was warming for 
entirely natural reasons; still others accepted that carbon dioxide in 
the atmosphere was causing the planet to warm, but argued the 
ensuing changes were good for life on Earth.” [PBS, 11/2/2018] 

PBS: “Few Entities Have Worked Harder To Instill Doubt In American Minds 
About The Science Of Climate Change Than The Heartland Institute.” 
According to PBS: “Few entities have worked harder to instill doubt in 
American minds about the science of climate change than the Heartland 
Institute. The self-styled ‘action tank’ has published dozens of books and 
other media amplifying the voices of those who reject the scientific 
consensus on climate change. Last year, the libertarian organization mailed 
instructional materials questioning whether global warming is real to 
science teachers across the nation.” [PBS, 11/2/2018] 

The Heartland Institute Erected A Billboard Comparing Those Who Believed 
In Man-Made Global Warming To The Unabomber Ted Kaczynski. According 
to The Hill: “A conservative think tank is dropping a controversial billboard 
campaign that linked belief in climate change with the murderous views of 
the Unabomber and Charles Manson, acknowledging it ‘angered and 
disappointed’ many of the group’s supporters. The Heartland Institute said 

https://archive.thinkprogress.org/trump-international-hotel-will-host-a-climate-denial-conference-5cf2c28b695d/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2012/feb/15/leak-exposes-heartland-institute-climate
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/in-shift-key-climate-denialist-group-heartland-institute-pivots-to-policy/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/in-shift-key-climate-denialist-group-heartland-institute-pivots-to-policy/
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Friday afternoon that it was pulling the Chicago-area billboard, which had 
led to environmentalists pressuring the group’s business backers to end 
funding for the think tank.” [The Hill, 5/4/2012] 

MISINFORMATION ABOUT COVID-19 
The Heartland Institute Expressed Skepticism About Death Toll Projections. 
On May 9, 2020, the New York Times reported: “One policy group that has 
expressed skepticism about climate change, the Heartland Institute, pointed 
to a widely used projection of 60,000 deaths to attack earlier models 
predicting up to two million fatalities. The critique, posted on its website on 
April 17, ignored the fact that the lower estimate took into account social-
distancing measures, and that the high estimate and others close to it were 
presented as worst-case scenarios if no steps were taken to mitigate the 
virus’s spread. (The 60,000-death projection was rendered null and void 13 
days later, when the death toll surpassed that number.)” [New York Times, 
5/9/2020] 

Jay Lehr, The Institute’s Science Director, Disputed Both Climate Change 
And Covid-19 Data And Predictions. According to The Guardian: “Jay Lehr, 
science director of the Heartland Institute, on 30 March said people have 
been ‘barraged on the 24/7 news cycle for years’ about climate change and 
now ‘face a more realistic fear of the most contagious virus any of us have 
ever experienced’ but ‘both, however, suffer from questionable statistics 
and predictions that make us wonder what is real and what is someone’s 
best guess.’” [The Guardian, 4/25/2020] 

The Heartland Institute’s Communications Director Jim Lakely Compared 
Covid-19 To A Bad Flu Season. According to The Guardian: “Heartland’s 
communications director, Jim Lakely, in a podcast about the ‘Wuhan virus’ 
on 15 March compared the virus to a bad flu season and said that while “the 
panic is definitely more dangerous than the flu – this has to be put in 
perspective. ‘We have to think about the economic damage this is doing to 
the country. This is incalculable,’ Lakely said.” [The Guardian, 4/25/2020] 

James M. Taylor Of The Heartland Institute Drew A Direct Line Between 
Covid-19 Deaths And Climate Science, Disputing Data And Projections In 
Both Instances. On May 9, 2020, the New York Times reported: “In an 
interview, James Taylor, who wrote the Heartland critique, drew a direct line 
between problems he saw in the modeling of Covid-19 deaths and climate 
science, arguing that in both instances ‘we don’t have perfect information’ 
with which to make projections. ‘The coronavirus models’ failure to make 

https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/225559-heartland-institute-yanks-unabomber-climate-billboard
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/09/us/politics/coronavirus-death-toll-presidential-campaign.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20200510&instance_id=18372&nl=the-morning&regi_id=72064969&segment_id=27142&te=1&user_id=fbdd61174622db15e20dc3b0be14b4d5
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/09/us/politics/coronavirus-death-toll-presidential-campaign.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20200510&instance_id=18372&nl=the-morning&regi_id=72064969&segment_id=27142&te=1&user_id=fbdd61174622db15e20dc3b0be14b4d5
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/25/climate-science-deniers-downplaying-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/25/climate-science-deniers-downplaying-coronavirus-pandemic
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accurate predictions to this point should be instructive when we are told to 
blindly accept certain climate models,’ he said.” [New York Times, 5/9/2020] 

The Heartland Institute Published A Piece By David Wojick, In Which He 
Argued The “Panic” Over Covid-19 Was “Remarkably Similar” To Climate 
Change. On April 28, 2020, The Heartland Institute published an article, titled 
“Tale Of Two Panics – Covid & Climate, in which David Wojick wrote: “While 
they are occurring on vastly different time scales, the Covid-19 panic and 
the climate change panic are remarkably similar. Perhaps there are certain 
basic social panic mechanisms that always occur, which are yet to be 
discovered.” [The Heartland Institute, 4/28/2020] 

Wojick Argued That The Computer Models Supporting Actions On Covid-19 
And Climate Change Had “Clearly Been Falsified.” On April 28, 2020, The 
Heartland Institute published an article, titled “Tale Of Two Panics – Covid & 
Climate, in which David Wojick wrote: “To begin with, each panic began with 
runaway computer models. In the Covid case the U.S. death count was 
projected to be around 2,000,000, clearly calling for draconian government 
action, which soon followed. That number now stands at about 60,000, about 
the same as a bad flu year, but the damage is well underway. […] In the 
climate case the hot models take a benign increase in atmospheric CO2 and 
turn it into a coming catastrophe. We actually know how they do this using 
massive (and purely speculative) positive feedbacks from water vapor and 
clouds. That these models have clearly been falsified by observation is 
ignored by their masters. In both cases the speculative terror to come was 
heartily embraced by the mainstream media, accompanied by relentless 
cries for action. Predictably the public responded with fear, giving the 
government ample room for action.” [The Heartland Institute, 4/28/2020] 

FOSSIL FUEL FUNDING CONNECTIONS 
The Heartland Institute Was Historically Backed By The Fossil Fuel Industry. 
According to PBS: “Since its founding in 1984, Chicago-based Heartland has 
worked on an array of free-market causes. But the organization, historically 
backed by the fossil fuel industry, is best known for nurturing the idea that 
climate science is up for debate.” [PBS, 11/2/2018] 

• The Heartland Institute Received Funding From Fossil Fuel Industry 
Giants Including ExxonMobil, The American Petroleum Institute, And 
Alpha Natural Resources. According to PBS: “Heartland’s support for 
the fossil fuel industry has not been reciprocated, of late. Heartland 
once received financial support from ExxonMobil, the American 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/09/us/politics/coronavirus-death-toll-presidential-campaign.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20200510&instance_id=18372&nl=the-morning&regi_id=72064969&segment_id=27142&te=1&user_id=fbdd61174622db15e20dc3b0be14b4d5
https://www.heartland.org/news-opinion/news/tale-of-two-panics--covid--climate
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Petroleum Institute and Alpha Natural Resources, among others, but 
those and other donations from the industry have largely dried up; 
Heartland’s website says most of its funding today comes from 
individual donors and foundations.” [PBS, 11/2/2018] 

1986 – 2011: The Heartland Institute Received A 
Total Of $102,578 From Koch Entities 
1986 – 2011: The Heartland Institute Received A Total Of $62,578 From The 
Charles G. Koch Charitable Foundation. According to data from the 
Conservative Transparency Project and Media Matters, The Heartland 
Institute received $2,578 from The Charles G. Koch Charitable Foundation in 
1986, $5,000 in 1987, $5,000 in 1988, $5,000 in 1989, $10,000 in 1995, 
$10,000 in 1996, and $25,000 in 2011. [Conservative Transparency Project, 
via DeSmog Blog, Accessed 5/15/2020]  

1992 - 1999: The Heartland Institute Received A Total Of $40,000 From The 
Claude R. Lambe Charitable Foundation. According to data from 
Greenpeace, The Heartland Institute received $10,000 from The Claude R. 
Lambe Charitable Foundation in 1992, $10,000 in 1997, $10,000 in 1998, 
and $10,000 in 1999. [GreenPeace.Org,  Accessed 5/19/2020] 

1998 – 2006: The Heartland Institute Received 
$561,500 From ExxonMobil 
1998 – 2006: The Heartland Institute Received A Total Of $561,500 From 
ExxonMobil. According to data from the Conservative Transparency Project 
and Media Matters, The Heartland Institute received $30,000 from 
ExxonMobil in 1998, $90,000 in 2001, $15,000 in 2002, $92,500 in 2003, 
$100,000 in 2004, $119,000 in 2005, and $115,000 in 2006. [Conservative 
Transparency Project, via DeSmog Blog, Accessed 5/15/2020] 

2008: The Heartland Institute Received $25,000 
From The American Petroleum Institute  
2008: The Heartland Institute Received $25,000 From The American 
Petroleum Institute. According to data from the Conservative Transparency 
Project and Media Matters, The Heartland Institute received $25,000 from 
The American Petroleum Institute in 2008. [Conservative Transparency 
Project, via DeSmog Blog, Accessed 5/15/2020] 

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/in-shift-key-climate-denialist-group-heartland-institute-pivots-to-policy/
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2019: The Heartland Institute Received $130,000 
From Murray Energy 
2019: Bankruptcy Filings Revealed Murray Energy Donated $130,000 To The 
Heartland Institute. In December 2019, The New York Times reported: “The 
company, Murray Energy, filed for bankruptcy protection in October, 
reporting $2.7 billion in debts and more than $8 billion in obligations, in large 
part to pension and health care plans for workers. But those debts appear to 
have done little to scale back the spending habits of Mr. Murray, a prominent 
supporter of President Trump who helped engineer dozens of climate 
change and environmental rollbacks over the past three years. […] And 
$130,000 was given to the Heartland Institute, which has sponsored climate-
change deniers to speak at United Nations climate change conferences.” 
[The New York Times, 12/17/2019] 
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HERITAGE FOUNDATION 

TIES TO TRUMP 

Influence On Policy 
The Heritage Foundation Has Been Described As “Trump’s Favorite Think 
Tank” In December 2017, the American Prospect described the Heritage 
Foundation as “a storied American institution, which currently holds the title 
of—to quote the former and interim Heritage president Ed Feulner ‘Donald 
Trump’s favorite think tank.” [American Prospect, 12/19/2017] 

Trump Said “The Great Heritage Foundation Has Been At The Center 
Of Several Incredible Tax Cuts In American History.” In December 
2017, The Atlantic reported: “He also praised Heritage itself, saying 
that ‘the great Heritage Foundation has been at the center of several 
incredible tax cuts in American history.’” [The Atlantic, 12/19/2017] 

Trump Said The Heritage Foundation Have Been “Real Friends.” In 
December 2017, The Atlantic reported: “Trump himself acknowledged 
Heritage’s cooperation, giving former Heritage president Jim DeMint 
a shoutout during a speech to the National Rifle Association: ‘Also 
from Heritage, Jim DeMint, it’s been amazing. Those people have been 
fantastic, they’ve been real friends.’” [The Atlantic, 12/19/2017] 

Trump Spoke At The Heritage Foundation’s President’s Club in 2017, 
Shouting Out Heritage Staff. According to The Atlantic: “Trump 
continued his support for Heritage by speaking to Heritage’s 
President’s Club in October, singling out not only Feulner but also 
Heritage scholars Ed Meese and Stephen Moore as well.” [The 
Atlantic, 12/19/2017] 

Heritage Foundation Founder And President Ed Feulner Advised Trump’s 
Transition Team. In December 2017, The Atlantic reported: “Ed Feulner 
directly advised the Trump transition, and a number of Heritage staffers 
joined the new administration, including Paul Winfree and James Sherk at 
the White House Domestic Policy Council, and Nina Owcharenko at HHS.” 
[The Atlantic, 12/19/2017]  

 

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/12/presidents-and-think-tanks/548765/
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MISINFORMATION ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE 
The Heritage Foundation Cast Doubt On The Science Of Climate Change For 
Years After The Connection To Human Activity Was Established. The Union of 
Concerned Scientists wrote in 2013 that the Heritage Foundation is one of a 
wide range of groups pushing climate change “misinformation” on behalf of 
the fossil fuel industry. UCS writes that “While maintaining that ‘Science 
should be used as one tool to guide climate policy,’ the Heritage Foundation 
often uses rhetoric such as ‘far from settled’ to sow doubt about climate 
science.” [Union of Concerned Scientists, 8/16/2013] 

2018: Heritage Foundation’s Stephen Moore Attacked The 2018 IPCC Report 
As “The Latest Chicken Little Climate Change Report.” In a 2018 article in the 
wake of the landmark 2018 IPCC report on the risks of climate inaction, 
Heritage Foundation Distinguished Visiting Fellow Stephen Moore wrote: 
“Shortly after the latest Chicken Little climate change report was published 
last month, I noted on CNN that one reason so many hundreds of scientists 
are persuaded that the sky is falling is that they are paid handsomely to do 
so.” [Heritage Foundation, 12/18/2018] 

In The Same Blog Post, Moore Questioned The Integrity Of Climate Scientist, 
Attacking “Bogus Models” And Suggested Government Funding Distorted 
Scientific Findings. In a 2018 article, Moore wrote: “If you are a young 
eager-beaver researcher who decides to devote your life to the study of 
global warming, you’re probably not going to do your career any good or get 
famous by publishing research that the crisis isn’t happening. But if you’ve 
built bogus models that predict the crisis is getting worse by the day, then 
step right up and get a multimillion dollar grant […] How dare I impugn the 
integrity of scientists and left-wing think-tanks by suggesting that their 
research findings are perverted by hundreds of billions of dollars of 
taxpayer handouts […] This tsunami of government money distorts science in 
hidden ways that even the scientists who are corrupted often don’t 
appreciate.” [Heritage Foundation, 12/18/2018] 

2016: Heritage Foundation Claimed There Was “Profound Uncertainties In 
Nascent Climate Science.” In a 2016 report titled “The State of Climate 
Science: No Justification for Extreme Policies,” Heritage Foundation Fellows 
David Kreutzer, Nicolas Loris, Katie Tubb, and Kevin Dayaratna wrote: “There 
are profound uncertainties in nascent climate science. Nevertheless, global 
warming hypotheses have been narrowed in the press and public debate to 
a ‘consensus’ view of catastrophic global warming in a political world that 
prizes agreement and confidence over exploration, and a media that thrives 
on crisis… The 97 percent statistic is nothing more than a false talking point; 

https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/global-warming-skeptic-organizations
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no overwhelming consensus exists among climatologists on the magnitude 
of future warming or on the urgency to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.” 
[Heritage Foundation, 4/22/2016] 

2013: The Heritage Foundation Claimed The Science On Climate Change Was 
“Far From Settled.” In a 2013 post titled ““Climate Change: The Cost of “Bold 
Action,” Heritage Foundation Fellow Katie Tubb wrote: “The science is far 
from settled on the connection between carbon dioxide emissions and 
climate sensitivity, the role carbon plays or doesn’t, if global warming is even 
problematic, or how data fits into broader climate history. Global average 
temperatures have plateaued for the past 16 years while carbon dioxide 
levels have continued to climb. It is not denial or cowardice to question 
interpretation of climate data, studies, and methodology. That is how the 
scientific method is supposed to work. So until scientists better understand 
how and why the climate is changing, politicians should have no business 
boldly regulating carbon dioxide emissions. “ [Heritage Foundation, 
6/21/2013] 

1990: Heritage Foundation Wrote That The Environmental Movement Was 
“The Single Greatest Threat To The American Economy” And That 
Conservatives Needed To “Strangle” It. In his 1996 book “Green Backlash: 
Global Subversion of the Environmental Movement,” freelance 
environmental consultant Andrew Rowell wrote: “In 1990 the Heritage 
Foundation’s Policy Review outlined the conservatives’ vision for the 1990s. 
One of the priorities was to ‘Strangle the environmental movement. It’s the 
single greatest threat to the American economy. It doesn’t just include a few 
extremists. It is extremist. Even the mainstream environmental groups are. 
An intellectual war must be waged – and won – against these upperclass 
Luddites.’” [Andrew Rowell in “Green Backlash: Global Subversion of the 
Environmental Movement,” 1996] 

MISINFORMATION ABOUT COVID-19 
Heritage Foundation: “Removing Barriers To Economic Activity Is Key To 
Getting America Back To Economic And Public Health.” In a blog post 
responding to the latest COVID relief bill put forward by Democrats, five 
fellows from the Heritage Foundation wrote:  “As America reemerges from 
this crisis, Congress should remove the most pressing barriers to economic 
activity, including those that unnecessarily increase costs, restrict access to 
crucial resources, and limit people’s ability to work. Removing barriers to 
economic activity—not stimulating new spending or bailing out student loan 
borrowers, the Postal Service, or states and localities, while containing the 
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coronavirus’ health threat—is key to getting America back to economic and 
public health.” [Heritage Foundation, 5/13/20] 

Heritage Foundation Advisor Stephen Moore Advised President Trump That 
Lockdowns As A Result Of COVID-19 Were Causing “More Deaths And 
Misery Than The Disease Itself.” The Financial Times reported that Heritage 
Foundation Distinguished Visiting Fellow and Trump campaign advisor 
Stephen Moore advised Trump in early April that the nation’s shelter in place 
orders were more damaging than the virus itself: “I was one of the ones 
advising him to make it ‘Resurrection Sunday…’ I told him then what I think 
now, that this lockdown is causing more deaths and misery than the disease 
itself.” According to his profile, Moore is on a temporary leave of absence 
from the Heritage Foundation. [Financial Times, 5/14/20; Heritage 
Foundation, accessed 5/15/20] 

Moore Orchestrated ‘Liberate’ Protests Against Stay In Place Orders And 
Arranged Bail For Protesters. The New York Times reported that Stephen 
Moore, a Distinguished Fellow on a temporary leave of absence from the 
Heritage Foundation, said in a live YouTube show called “Freedom On Tap” 
that he had spoken with a donor who agreed to cover all bail fees accrued by 
those engaged in “Liberate” protests. [YouTube, 4/14/20 (15:55); New York 
Times, 4/17/20;  4/22/2015] 

Moore Told Anti-Lockdown Protestors “We Need To Be The Rosa Parks 
Here.” The New York Times reported that Stephen Moore, a Distinguished 
Visiting Fellow at the Heritage Foundation, said in an interview on the 
YouTube program “Freedom on Tap,” “this is a great time, gentlemen and 
ladies, for civil disobedience. We need to be the Rosa Parks here and protest 
against these government injustices.” [YouTube, 4/14/20 (15:55); New York 
Times, 4/17/20] 

 

FOSSIL FUEL FUNDING CONNECTIONS 

1998-2012: The Heritage Foundation Received A 
Total Of $780,000 From ExxonMobil 
1998 – 2012: The Heritage Foundation. Received A Total Of $780,000 From 
ExxonMobil. According to data from the ExxonSecrets website, maintained 
by Greenpeace, The Heritage Foundation received $780,000 from 
ExxonMobil Corporate Giving in 1998, $105,000 in 2000, $65,000 in 2001, 

https://www.heritage.org/budget-and-spending/commentary/5-key-provisions-democrats-covid-19-bill-will-hurt-our-economy
https://www.ft.com/content/97dc7de6-940b-11ea-abcd-371e24b679ed
https://www.heritage.org/staff/stephen-moore
https://www.heritage.org/staff/stephen-moore
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2h7czFYx6-s&feature=youtu.be&t=856
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/17/us/politics/trump-coronavirus-governors.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/22/opinion/coronavirus-protests-astroturf.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2h7czFYx6-s&feature=youtu.be&t=856
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/17/us/politics/trump-coronavirus-governors.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/17/us/politics/trump-coronavirus-governors.html
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$75,000 in 2002, $95,000 in 2003, $30,000 in 2005, $30,000 in 2006, 
$40,000 in 2007, $50,000 in 2008, $50,000 in 2009, $50,000 in 2010, 
$50,000 in 2011, and $50,000 in 2012. [Greenpeace (accessed via archive 
maintained by DeSmogBlog), accessed 5/15/20] 

1987 – 2017: The Heritage Foundation Received A 
Total Of $6,130,201 From Koch Entities 
1987 – 2017: The Heritage Foundation Received A Total Of $1,001,630 From 
The Charles Koch Foundation. According to data from Greenpeace, The 
Heritage Foundation received $5,000 from The Charles G. Koch Foundation 
in 1987, $5,000 in 1991, $10,000 in 1992, $50,000 in 1995, $3,000 in 1987, 
$11,274 in 2012, $300,000 in 2013, $200,000 in 2014, $3,480 in 2015, 
$206,938 in 2016, and $206,938 in 2017. [GreenPeace.Org,  Accessed 
5/19/2020] 

1996 – 2012: The Heritage Foundation Received A Total Of $5,262,571 From 
The Claude R. Lambe Charitable Foundation. According to data from 
Greenpeace, The Heritage Foundation received $64,000 from The Claude R. 
Lambe Charitable Foundation in 1996, $265,000 in 1997, $65,000 in 1998, 
$75,000 in 1999, $150,000 in 2001, $385,000 in 2002, $405,000 in 2003, 
$465,000 in 2004, $465,000 in 2005, $465,000 in 2006, $465,000 in 2007, 
$225,000 in 2008, $618,571 in 2009, $500,000 in 2010, and $650,000 in 
2012. [GreenPeace.Org,  Accessed 5/19/2020] 

 

  

https://archive.is/hqSo0
https://archive.is/hqSo0
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/koch-industries/
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/koch-industries/
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/koch-industries/
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FREEDOMWORKS 

TIES TO TRUMP 

Influence On Policy 
FreedomWorks Is One Of Several Groups Behind Efforts To Persuade The 
Trump Administration To Weaken Standards On Home Appliances. 
According to The New York Times: “Dishwashers used to clean a full load of 
filthy dishes in under an hour. But now they take an average of two and a 
half hours and STILL leave dishes dirty!’ reads one online petition promoted 
by FreedomWorks, a libertarian offshoot of a group co-founded by the late 
David H. Koch and his brother Charles Koch, who made their fortune in fossil 
fuels. The decline of American dishwashers, the site says, is ‘all thanks to 
crazy environmentalist rules.’ The petition, titled ‘Make Dishwashers Great 
Again,’ is just one part of a broad campaign coordinated by conservative 
organizations with ties to fossil-fuel companies. Trump administration 
emails made public as part of a lawsuit filed by the Sierra Club shed new 
light on the effort, designed to persuade the Trump administration to weaken 
standards on a long list of home appliances.’” [New York Times, 9/17/2019] 

FreedomWorks Promoted A Petition To Review DOE’s Review Of Dishwasher 
Regulations. According to The New York Times: “The Washington-based 
Competitive Enterprise Institute, a group that disputes that climate change is 
a problem, has promoted the effort to roll back dishwasher regulations, 
filing a petition that directly prompted the dishwasher review.” They went on 
to write, ““Dishwashers used to clean a full load of filthy dishes in under an 
hour. But now they take an average of two and a half hours and STILL leave 
dishes dirty!” reads one online petition promoted by FreedomWorks, a 
libertarian offshoot of a group co-founded by the late David H. Koch and his 
brother Charles Koch, who made their fortune in fossil fuels. The decline of 
American dishwashers, the site says, is “all thanks to crazy environmentalist 
rules.” [New York Times, 9/17/2019] 

Freedomworks Has Run Around 160 Facebook Ads Attacking The Green 
New Deal Since February 2019, Spending Nearly $1.5 Million. According to 
data from the Facebook ad archive, FreedomWorks has taken out roughly 
160 ads attacking the Green New Deal since February 2019, totaling 
$1,473,667 in ad purchases. [Facebook Ad Archive, accessed 6/18/20] 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/17/climate/trump-dishwasher-regulatory-rollback.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/17/climate/trump-dishwasher-regulatory-rollback.html
https://www.facebook.com/ads/library/?active_status=all&ad_type=political_and_issue_ads&country=US&impression_search_field=has_impressions_lifetime&q=green%20new%20deal&view_all_page_id=5633824547&sort_data%5bdirection%5d=desc&sort_data%5bmode%5d=relevancy_monthly_grouped
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FreedomWorks President Adam Brandon Signed A Letter In Support Of 
Establishing The President’s Commission On Climate Security. A March 
2019 letter circulated by the Competitive Enterprise Institute in support of 
Happer’s proposed Presidential Commission on Climate Security was signed 
by FreedomWorks President Adam Brandon. [Competitive Enterprise 
Institute, Joint Letter on the Presidential Commission on Climate Security, 
3/18/2019] 

Freedomworks Took The Lead On Social Media Rapid Response To Defend 
Trump During The Impeachment Inquiry. In November 2019, the New York 
Times reported that Freedomworks served a key role in an “unofficial war 
room for the president during the impeachment inquiry.” They went on to 
write that “FreedomWorks, an organization focused on promoting limited 
government and lower taxes, has taken the lead on messaging on social 
media, serving as a rapid response channel.” [New York Times, 11/16/2019] 

April 2020: Trump Named FreedomWorks’s Moore To His Economic 
Coronavirus Council. According to a press release from The White House, 
Stephen Moore was appointed to serve as a “Thought Leader” in one of the 
President’s Great American Economic Revival Industry Groups during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  [The White House, 4/14/2020] 

Financial Times Described FreedomWorks’s Moore As “A Campaign Adviser” 
To Trump’s 2020 Campaign, Saying They “Speak Regularly.” In May 2020, 
The Financial Times reported: “Stephen Moore of the Heritage Foundation, a 
conservative think-tank, who talks regularly to Trump and is a campaign 
adviser, says the mood was borderline ecstatic in early March.” [Financial 
Times, 5/14/20] 

MISINFORMATION ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE 
September 2019: FreedomWorks’ Fellow Stephen Moore Claimed “Climate 
Change Crazies” Wanted To “Get Rid” Of Cows And Airplanes. In a 
FreedomWorks video released September 14th, 2019, Heritage Foundation 
Distinguished Visiting Fellow Stephen Moore said: “They want to get rid of 
plastic straws, they want to get rid of beef, they want to get rid of cows, they 
want to get rid of our oil production, they want to get rid of many of our 
automobiles if not all of them, they want to get rid of airplanes, they want to 
control fertility and your child-rearing decisions and even dictate how many 
children you have, all in the name of somehow reducing the Earth’s 
temperature.” [FreedomWorks via YouTube, 9/14/2019] (video) 

https://cei.org/sites/default/files/Joint%20letter%20on%20Happer%20Commission%2020190319.pdf
https://cei.org/sites/default/files/Joint%20letter%20on%20Happer%20Commission%2020190319.pdf
https://cei.org/sites/default/files/Joint%20letter%20on%20Happer%20Commission%2020190319.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/16/us/politics/conservative-groups-impeachment-trump.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-announces-great-american-economic-revival-industry-groups/
https://www.ft.com/content/97dc7de6-940b-11ea-abcd-371e24b679ed
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EygwK98gLXg
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October 2019: FreedomWorks Fellow Ted Abram Attacked Climate Change 
As A “Hoax” And Suggested Scientists Manipulated Data. In a 2019 blog post, 
FreedomWorks Fellow Ted Abram wrote: “The Justice Democrats and Mr. 
Chakrabarti are small players in this dangerous climate hoax. The real 
threat comes from the meteorologists receiving government grants that 
manipulate the data claiming that there is an existential crisis that 
endangers all life on earth.” [FreedomWorks, 10/03/2019] 

March 2019: Steven Moore Retweeted Claims That Carbon Dioxide Is Not A 
Pollutant. In March 2019, E&E news reported that Moore: “has retweeted 
false claims that carbon dioxide is not pollution and said that ‘state 
renewable energy mandates are a regressive green tax on America’s poor.’” 
[E&E News, 3/27/2019] 

2018: FreedomWorks’ Stephen Moore Claimed Climate Scientists Pushed 
Climate Change Because Of Government Funding Incentives. In November 
2018, Stephen Moore, a senior fellow at FreedomWorks, appeared on CNN 
to argue that: “Erin, we have created a climate change industrial complex in 
this country, with billions and billions and billions of dollars at stake. A lot of 
people are getting really, really, really rich off the climate change issue.” 
[CNN via MediaMatters, 11/26/2018] 

February 2017: Steven Moore Criticized the Baker-Schultz Carbon Tax 
Proposal, The Biggest Republican Climate Proposal In a Decade, as 
“Regressive,” Says It Does “Close to Nothing” to Reduce Emissions. In a 2017 
blog post on Creators.com, Steven Moore criticized the Baker-Schutz carbon 
tax proposal as “regressive,” writing that “The Baker-Shultz plan will do 
nothing to save the planet, but it will surely make America poorer […] Even 
worse is that the Baker-Shultz plan does close to nothing to reduce 
greenhouse-gas emissions or to lessen the threat — if one exists — of global 
warming.” [Creators.com, 2/14/2017] 

2009: FreedomWorks Claimed “The Planet Hasn’t Warmed Since About 
1998.”  In a 2009 blog post. FreedomWorks wrote: “However, as the data 
show, the planet hasn’t warmed since about 1998 and has cooled since 
2002.  Sea levels are barely rising…to the tiny extent they are rising, it is 
much slower than in prior history.  Also, ‘hurricane intensity is at its lowest 
since satellite monitoring began’ and there is no evidence that droughts have 
been getting worse.  In fact, in recent years, the planet has been getter 
greener, not dryer. That’s the counter-alarmist side: The ACTUAL DATA show 
that the alarmists are wrong, not to mention the fundamental fact that they 
try to blame climate change on human-produced CO2 even though the data 
show that atmospheric CO2 concentrations primarily change AFTER, not 

https://www.freedomworks.org/content/climate-crisis-wasnt-scientists-agree-there-no-cause-alarm
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060130013
https://www.mediamatters.org/cnn/cnn-pro-trump-flak-stephen-moore-claims-scientists-are-lying-about-climate-change-get-really
https://www.creators.com/read/stephen-moore/02/17/the-carbon-tax-scam
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before, temperature changes.  In other words, a warmer climate releases 
more CO2 into the atmosphere.” [FreedomWorks, 9/29/2009] 

MISINFORMATION ABOUT COVID-19 
In April 2020, FreedomWorks’ President Adam Brandon Said It Was Time To 
Restart The Economy, And That Protests Were Pushing The Conversation On 
Reopening Along. In an NPR interview, Joel Rose stated: “I talked to the 
president of the group FreedomWorks, which is a conservative group. Adam 
Brandon is the president of FreedomWorks. […] But Brandon says it is time to 
start talking about how we’re going to live with the coronavirus and restart 
our economy. He says these protests are helping to push that conversation 
along.” [NPR, 4/20/2020] 

FreedomWorks President Adam Brandon Lobbied The White House And GOP 
Lawmakers For An Early Re-Opening Of The Economy Against The Advice Of 
Public Health Officials. According to The Washington Post: “The conservative 
groups, meanwhile, are pushing for the White House and GOP lawmakers to 
push back against health professionals who have urged more caution. The 
outside effort from conservative groups is expected to be led by Stephen 
Moore, a conservative at the Heritage Foundation who is close with White 
House economic officials; Jenny Beth Martin, co-founder of the Tea Party 
Patriots; Adam Brandon, president of FreedomWorks, a conservative 
advocacy organization; and Lisa Nelson, chief executive of the American 
Legislative Exchange Council, a conservative organization with ties to the 
Koch brothers, according to the three people, who were granted anonymity 
to reveal details of an effort that had not been publicly revealed.” 
[Washington Post, 4/13/2020] 

Public Health Experts Warned Of Potentially Disastrous 
Consequences To FreedomWorks’ Push For Americans To Resume 
Daily Activities. According to The Washington Post: “The coalition 
started lobbying Republican lawmakers last week and also is working 
to influence the White House’s thinking. The conservative mobilization 
to reopen the economy comes at a pivotal moment in the nation’s fight 
against the pandemic, as the president and senior administration 
officials publicly suggest economic life could be largely returned to 
normal next month. Their push has faced resistance from public 
health experts, who warn of potentially disastrous consequences 
should Americans resume daily routines without a clear national plan 
for doing so safely, creating an enormous power struggle within the 
Trump administration.” [Washington Post, 4/13/2020] 

https://www.freedomworks.org/content/global-warming-if-you-dont-have-good-science-lose-science-you-have
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/20/838297652/protesters-across-the-country-demand-covid-19-restrictions-be-lifted
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/04/13/trump-reopen-economy-conservative-groups-coronavirus/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/04/13/trump-reopen-economy-conservative-groups-coronavirus/
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Health Officials Within The Trump Administration Cautioned That 
Targets To Reopen The U.S. Economy By May 1 Were Unrealistic. 
According to The Washington Post: “Public health experts on Sunday 
debated the question of when to reopen portions of the U.S. economy, 
shuttered because of the coronavirus pandemic, with several Trump 
administration officials cautioning that a target date of May 1 — 
floated by President Trump, among others — may not be realistic. ’It 
is a target, and, obviously, we’re hopeful about that target, but I think 
it’s just too early to be able to tell that we see light at the end of the 
tunnel,’ Food and Drug Administration Commissioner Stephen Hahn 
said on ABC News’s ‘This Week.’ ‘I think it’s just too early for us to say 
whether May 1 is that date.’” [Washington Post, 4/13/2020] 

In May 2020, Dr. Fauci And CDC Director Dr. Redfield Warned Against 
Reopening The Economy, Noting The U.S. Still Lacked Testing Capacity 
And The Ability To Contact Trace Infected Individuals. According to 
The New York Times: “Two of the federal government’s top health 
officials painted a grim picture of the months ahead on Tuesday, 
warning a Senate committee that the coronavirus pandemic was far 
from contained, just a day after President Trump declared that ‘we 
have met the moment and we have prevailed.’ The officials — Dr. 
Anthony S. Fauci, the nation’s top infectious disease expert, and Dr. 
Robert R. Redfield, the director of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention — predicted dire consequences if the nation reopened its 
economy too soon, noting that the United States still lacked critical 
testing capacity and the ability to trace the contacts of those 
infected.”[New York Times, 5/12/2020] 

Stephen Moore, FreedomWorks Fellow And Advisor To President Trump, 
Claimed Lockdown Orders Were “Causing More Deaths And Misery Than 
The Disease Itself.” The Financial Times reported that Heritage Foundation 
Distinguished Visiting Fellow and Trump campaign advisor Stephen Moore 
advised Trump in early April that the nation’s shelter in place orders were 
more damaging than the virus itself: “I was one of the ones advising him to 
make it ‘Resurrection Sunday…’ I told him then what I think now, that this 
lockdown is causing more deaths and misery than the disease itself.” 
According to his profile, Moore is on a temporary leave of absence from the 
Heritage Foundation, and Freedom Works writes that he is ‘Chairman of our 
Task Force on Economic Revival.’ [Financial Times, 5/14/20; Heritage 
Foundation, accessed 5/15/20; FreedomWorks accessed 5/18/20] 

FreedomWorks Trained And Advised Protestors Demonstrating Against 
Social Distancing Measures. In an NPR interview, Joel Rose stated: “I talked 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/reopening-us-economy-by-may-1-may-be-unrealistic-say-experts-including-some-within-trump-administration/2020/04/12/15c922e4-7cde-11ea-9040-68981f488eed_story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/12/us/coronavirus-live-news-updates.html
https://www.ft.com/content/97dc7de6-940b-11ea-abcd-371e24b679ed
https://www.freedomworks.org/content/staff
https://www.freedomworks.org/content/staff
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to the president of the group FreedomWorks, which is a conservative group. 
Adam Brandon is the president of FreedomWorks. And he said, yes, these 
protests do share a lot of the same DNA as the Tea Party, that many of these 
events have organizers who have been trained and have come up through 
the FreedomWorks network and that FreedomWorks is giving them advice - 
although he emphasized FreedomWorks is not actually hosting these 
events.” [NPR, 4/20/2020] 

FreedomWorks’s Foundation Arm Sought $300,000 In Coronavirus Bailout 
Money For Small Businesses. In April 2020, the New York Times reported: 
“Among the applicants for loans from the Small Business Administration’s 
stimulus package is the foundation arm of FreedomWorks, a conservative 
operation that advocates small government and made its name opposing 
bailouts. ‘I would love someone to give us free cash,’ said Adam Brandon, the 
president of FreedomWorks, expressing frustration over the effects of the 
crisis on his group, which is working to build support for President Trump’s 
effort to reopen the economy.” They went on to report “The Congressional 
Progressive Caucus Center’s application for a $160,000 loan is awaiting 
resolution, as is FreedomWorks Foundation’s request for $300,000, 
according to officials at the groups.” [New York Times, 4/24/20] 

FOSSIL FUEL FUNDING CONNECTIONS 

1986 – 2002: Koch-Affiliated FreedomWorks 
Received Over $12 Million From Koch Entities 
The Koch Brothers Founded FreedomWorks. According to Greenpeace, 
Charles and David Koch were both among the founders of Citizens for a 
Sound Economy, which split in 2003 into Americans for Prosperity and 
Freedom Works. [Greenpeace, accessed 5/18/20] 

1986 – 2002: Koch Entities Contributed $12,331,712 To FreedomWorks. 
According to DeSmog Blog, Koch-affiliated foundations contributed 
$12,331,712 to Citizens for a Sound Economy from 1986-2002. [DeSmog 
Blog, accessed 5/18/20] 

2003: Citizens For A Sound Economy Split Into FreedomWorks And 
Americans For Prosperity. According to Greenpeace, Citizens for a Sound 
Economy split in FreedomWorks (CSE) and Americans for Prosperity (CSE 
Foundation) in 2003. [Greenpeace, accessed 5/20/2020] 

https://www.npr.org/2020/04/20/838297652/protesters-across-the-country-demand-covid-19-restrictions-be-lifted
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/24/us/politics/coronavirus-bailouts-conservative-liberal.html
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/front-groups/citizens-for-a-sound-economy-now-freedomworks/
https://www.desmogblog.com/freedomworks
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/front-groups/citizens-for-a-sound-economy-now-freedomworks/
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FreedomWorks Received $50,000 From Murray 
Energy 
2019: Bankruptcy Filings Showed Murray Energy Donated $50,000 To 
FreedomWorks. According to DeSmog Blog, “Murray Energy bankruptcy 
filings in 2019 revealed FreedomWorks received $50,000 from the energy 
company owned by climate change denier Robert Murray.” [DeSmog Blog, 
Accessed 5/19/2020] 

2008 – 2009: FreedomWorks Received A Total Of 
$130,000 From The American Petroleum Institute 
2008: FreedomWorks Received $75,000 From The American Petroleum 
Institute. According to data from Greenpeace, FreedomWorks received 
$75,000 from The American Petroleum Institute in 2008 and $55,000 in 
2009. [GreenPeace.Org,  Accessed 5/19/2020] 

  

https://www.desmogblog.com/freedomworks
https://www.desmogblog.com/freedomworks
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/front-groups/citizens-for-a-sound-economy-now-freedomworks/
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AMERICANS FOR PROSPERITY 

TIES TO TRUMP 

Influence On Policy 
Americans For Prosperity Rallied To Support Trump’s Federal Judges. In 
March 2018, NPR reported “Americans for Prosperity is willing to spend 
nearly $1 million to confirm judges this year.” They went on to write: “But 
even more important than the money could be the firepower AFP wants to 
engage. The idea is to mobilize conservative activists across 36 states for 
key confirmation fights this year. That includes people who call their home-
state senators, write letters and knock on doors.” [NPR, 3/16/2018] 

AFP Signed A Letter Supporting Trump’s Cuts To Fuel Economy Standards. 
In April 2020l AFP signed on to the American Energy Alliance’s letter 
arguing:”Those families and individuals who prefer or need trucks, SUVs, 
and crossovers pay more to subsidize those who buy smaller vehicles or 
electric vehicles under the existing mandate. This significant, needless, and 
unjust cost is a very real regressive tax on American families that has made 
our country worse off.” [American Energy Alliance, 4/6/20] 

AFP Led A Coalition Opposing A Gas Tax, which Trump Officials Had 
Proposed And Then Stopped Pursuing. In February 2018, AFP released a 
statement reading: “Americans for Prosperity today led a coalition of nearly 
30 organizations asserting their opposition to raising the federal gas tax as 
part of any infrastructure reform legislation.” According to DeSmog, “AFP 
announced it was leading a coalition opposing a federal gas tax increase. 
Groups joining AFP were groups including the National Taxpayers Union, 
Freedom Partners Chamber of Commerce, Americans for Tax Reform, Club 
for Growth, Heritage Action, and numerous others.”Raising the gas tax is a 
bad idea. It will make the burden of government on families and businesses 
heavier,” the coalition open letter read. While the Trump administration’s 
infrastructure proposal did not include a gas tax increase, AFP noted that 
several increases had been proposed.” [Americans For Prosperity, 
2/12/2018; DeSmog Blog, accessed 6/18/20] 

Americans For Prosperity Joined Coalition Urging Trump To Leave The Paris 
Agreement. In May 2017, DeSmog reported: “More than 40 groups have co-
signed an open letter urging Trump to keep his campaign promise and 
‘withdraw fully from the Paris Climate Treaty.’ The groups, including the 

https://www.npr.org/2018/03/16/593487330/conservatives-mobilize-grass-roots-activists-to-promote-trump-judges
https://web.archive.org/web/20200602002605/https:/www.americanenergyalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/CAFE-Coaliton-to-Trump-April-2020-9.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20180221021040/https:/americansforprosperity.org/americans-prosperity-leads-coalition-gas-tax-hike/
https://www.desmogblog.com/americans-for-prosperity
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Competitive Enterprise Institute (CEI), The Heartland Institute, and the 
Heritage Foundation, claim failing to withdraw from the treaty could put 
Trump’s policy agenda of promoting fossil fuels at risk.” [DeSmog, 5/10/17] 

Trump Appeared At 2014 Americans For Prosperity Events. According to 
The Intercept: “Trump himself appeared at Americans for Prosperity events 
as early as 2014.” [The Intercept, 8/26/2019] 

AFP’s 2009 Gala Featured Numerous Members Of Trump’s Future Inner 
Circle. In August 2019, The Intercept reported: “The assembled speakers at 
the 2009 convention were quick to form the basis of Trump’s inner circle. 
Newt Gingrich, who helped open the event, was the first major figure from 
the GOP establishment to endorse Trump’s bid for the Republican 
nomination. Larry Kudlow, another speaker at the event, is now in the 
executive office shaping Trump’s economic policies.” [The Intercept, 
8/26/2019] 

Numerous AFP Staff Entered The Trump Campaign And Administration. In 
August 2019, The Intercept reported: “The permanent political machine 
gainfully employed by Koch to fan the flames of the tea party movement 
seamlessly transitioned into Trump’s orbit. Lewandowski would later serve 
as Trump’s presidential campaign manager. Alan Cobb, the vice president of 
Americans for Prosperity, became a senior adviser to the Trump election 
effort. Marc Short, who later became Trump’s liaison to Congress, 
previously worked as president of Freedom Partners, Koch’s central 
clearing house for doling out political grants. Donald McGahn, Koch’s 
campaign operation lawyer, became Trump’s campaign and White House 
attorney. And Mark Block, a key Americans for Prosperity official in 
Wisconsin, seen in the C-SPAN video reporting out the success of his 
growing chapter in mobilizing anti-Obama demonstrations, was the first to 
introduce Cambridge Analytica’s services to Steve Bannon, according to a 
whistleblower account.” [The Intercept, 8/26/2019] 

Koch Network Circulated Document Celebrating Their Policy Proposals That 
Trump Enacted. In a Koch Network internal memo obtained by The 
Intercept’s Lee Fang, “A memo circulated to the Koch donor network last 
year compiled the laundry list of environmental and judicial victories scored 
through the administration, including leaving the Paris climate agreement 
and the appointment of Justice Neil Gorsuch to the Supreme Court.” [The 
Intercept, 2018] 

https://www.desmogblog.com/2017/05/10/conservative-groups-pushing-trump-exit-paris-deal-have-taken-millions-koch-brothers-and-exxon?utm_source=dsb%20newsletter
https://theintercept.com/2019/08/26/david-koch-donald-trump/
https://theintercept.com/2019/08/26/david-koch-donald-trump/
https://theintercept.com/2019/08/26/david-koch-donald-trump/
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4364737-Koch-Seminar-Network.html
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MISINFORMATION ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE 
2015: AFP Spread Debunked Information About The Clean Power Plan And 
Campaigned To “Stop Obama From Hiking Your Power Bill.” According to the 
National Resources Defense Council, Americans for Prosperity ran ads and 
distributed campaign literature that featured information on the Clean 
Power Plan that had been debunked by Politifact. In Montana, the literature 
urged people to stop Obama from hiking your power bill, and similar claims 
appeared in Colorado, Florida, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Montana, New Hampshire, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Utah and Virginia. [Natural Resources Defense Council, 12/16/2015] 

2009: AFP Sponsored A Multi-State Hot Air Balloon Tour To “Expose The 
Ballooning Costs Of Global Warming Hysteria.” According to DeSmog Blog, in 
2009 Americans for Prosperity paid for a state-by-state “Hot Air Tour” to 
protest growing consensus for climate action, in which they flew hot air 
balloons bearing the slogan: “Exposing the Ballooning Costs of Global 
Warming Hysteria.”[DeSmog Blog, 2/26/2009] 

MISINFORMATION ABOUT COVID-19 
Emily Seidel, American For Prosperity (AFP) CEO, Criticized Shutting Down 
Businesses Due To Covid-19, Writing That “Government Should Allow 
Businesses To Continue To Adapt And Innovate.” On March 20th 2020, 
Americans for Prosperity CEO Emily Seidel wrote in a press release: “We can 
achieve public health without depriving the people most in need of the 
products and services provided by businesses across the country. If 
businesses are shut down, where will people who are most in need get the 
things they need to care for themselves and others? Rather than blanket 
shutdowns, the government should allow businesses to continue to adapt 
and innovate to produce the goods and services Americans need, while 
continuing to do everything they can to protect the public health.” 
[Americans for Prosperity, 3/20/20] 

AFP Michigan Director Annie Patnaude Called The State’s Shelter-In-Place 
Order “The Wrong Approach For Our State.” In a press release published on 
March 23rd 2020, Americans for Prosperity Michigan State Director Annie 
Patnaude wrote: “We are in the midst of an unprecedented health and 
economic crisis. However, a blanket shelter-in-place order is the wrong 
approach for our state. All businesses are essential — to the people who 
own them, the people who work in them, and the communities they serve.” 
[Americans for Prosperity, 3/23/20] 

https://www.nrdc.org/experts/aliya-haq/koch-group-afp-ratchets-climate-denial-2016
https://www.desmogblog.com/big-money-behind-americans-prosperity
https://americansforprosperity.org/afp-responds-to-states-shutting-down-all-non-essential-businesses/
https://americansforprosperity.org/afp-responds-to-gov-whitmer-shelter-in-place-order/
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FOSSIL FUEL FUNDING CONNECTIONS 

2008 – 2012: Americans For Prosperity Received A 
Total Of $139,000 From The American Petroleum 
Institute 
2008 – 2012: Americans For Prosperity Received A Total Of $139,000 From 
The American Petroleum Institute. According to data from the Conservative 
Transparency Project and Media Matters, Americans for Prosperity 
received $30,000 from The American Petroleum Institute in 2008, $43,500 
in 2009, $25,500 in 2010, $25,000 in 2011, and $15,000 in 2012. 
[Conservative Transparency Project, via DeSmog Blog, Accessed 
5/15/2020] 

2011: Americans For Prosperity Received A Total Of 
$100,000 From The American Energy Alliance 
In 2011, Americans for Prosperity Received $100,000 from the American 
Energy Alliance. According to DeSmog Blog, in 2011 Americans for 
Prosperity received $100,000 from the American Energy Alliance, which 
“engages in grassroots public policy advocacy and debate concerning 
energy and environmental policies.” And has ties to the Koch family. [DeSmog 
Blog, accessed 5/21/2020] 

2005-2017: Americans For Prosperity Received A 
Total Of $6,324,834 From Koch Entities 
In 2003, Citizens For A Sound Economy Split Into FreedomWorks And 
Americans For Prosperity. According to Greenpeace, Citizens for a Sound 
Economy split in FreedomWorks (CSE) and Americans for Prosperity (CSE 
Foundation) in 2003. [Greenpeace, accessed 5/20/2020] 

2005– 2010: Americans For Prosperity Received A Total Of $4,693,225 
From The Claude R. Lambe Charitable Foundation. According to data from 
American Bridge, Americans for Prosperity received $1,000,000 from The 
Claude R. Lambe Charitable Foundation in 2005, $1,151,50 0in 2006, 
$1,025,000 in 2007, $1,000,000 in 2008, $12,000 in 2009, $354,725, and 
$150,000 in 2010. [DeSmog Blog, accessed 6/18/20] 

2008: Americans For Prosperity Received A Total Of $4,693,225 from the 
David H. Koch Charitable Foundation. According to data from DeSmog, 

https://www.desmogblog.com/americans-for-prosperity
https://www.desmogblog.com/americans-for-prosperity
https://www.desmogblog.com/american-energy-alliance-aea
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/front-groups/citizens-for-a-sound-economy-now-freedomworks/
https://centerforamericanprogress.sharepoint.com/sites/ClimatePower_Research/Shared%20Documents/Briefings%20and%20Fact%20Sheets%20For%20Publication/David%20H.%20Koch%20Charitable%20Foundation.
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Americans for Prosperity received $1,000,000 from David H. Koch 
Charitable Foundation in 2008. [DeSmog Blog, accessed 6/18/20] 

2009– 2017: Americans For Prosperity Received A Total Of $437,497 From 
The Charles G. Koch Charitable Foundation. According to data from 
American Bridge, Americans for Prosperity received $67,556 from The 
Charles G. Koch Charitable Foundation in 2009, $43,373 in 2012,  $123,984 
in 2014, $130,528 in 2015, $61,799 in 2016, and $10,257 in 2017. [DeSmog 
Blog, accessed 6/18/20] 

2014– 2017: Americans For Prosperity Received A Total Of $194,112 From 
The Charles Koch Institute. According to data from American Bridge, 
Americans for Prosperity received $72,801 from The Charles Koch Institute 
in 2014, $66,182 in 2015, $40,840 in 2016, $14,289 in 2017. [DeSmog Blog, 
accessed 6/18/20] 

  

https://centerforamericanprogress.sharepoint.com/sites/ClimatePower_Research/Shared%20Documents/Briefings%20and%20Fact%20Sheets%20For%20Publication/David%20H.%20Koch%20Charitable%20Foundation.
https://centerforamericanprogress.sharepoint.com/sites/ClimatePower_Research/Shared%20Documents/Briefings%20and%20Fact%20Sheets%20For%20Publication/David%20H.%20Koch%20Charitable%20Foundation.
https://centerforamericanprogress.sharepoint.com/sites/ClimatePower_Research/Shared%20Documents/Briefings%20and%20Fact%20Sheets%20For%20Publication/David%20H.%20Koch%20Charitable%20Foundation.
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AMERICAN ENTERPRISE INSTITUTE 

TIES TO TRUMP 

Influence On Policy 
The American Enterprise Institute Delivered A Proposal To The White House 
For Lifting COVID-19 Restrictions. According to The Washington Post: 
“The latest proposal, which has not been previously reported, is a 19-page 
plan with a step-by-step timeline, with clear benchmarks states and regions 
would need to meet to safely move forward to the next step. The plan was 
published Sunday by the American Enterprise Institute. Its lead author — 
Scott Gottlieb, former Food and Drug Administration commissioner in the 
Trump administration — has been acting as an informal adviser to the White 
House and has shared the paper with administration officials.” [Washington 
Post, 3/29/2020] 

The Author Of AEI’s Report, Scott Gottlieb, Is A Senior Fellow At The 
Institute Who Previously Served Trump’s Former Food And Drug 
Administration Commissioner. According to his bio on the American 
Enterprise Institute’s website: “Scott Gottlieb, MD, is a resident fellow 
at the American Enterprise Institute (AEI). He returned to AEI in 2019 
after serving as the 23rd commissioner of the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA).” [AEI.Org, Scott Gottlieb Bio, 2020] 

HHS Secretary Alex Azar Cited Data On COVID-19 Testing From A Twitter 
Account Maintained By The American Enterprise Institute. According to 
CNN: “He continued, ‘We think we’ve got through, put at the moment, 
probably 10,000 a day or could be getting tested by the end of the week, 
20,000 a day, according to a study by (American Enterprise Institute) that I 
heard about. We’ve got now 2.1 million tests available, and 1.1 million have 
shipped. We actually have a surplus at the moment that are awaiting orders 
to be shipped.’ Asked by CNN for a copy of the study Azar cited, a 
spokesperson told CNN that the institute’s data on US testing capacity has 
not been published in a study. Rather, the data was being reported on its 
‘COVID-19 Test Capacity’ Twitter account, @COVID2019tests. The Twitter 
account tracks testing capacity nationwide from AEI. Resident AEI fellow 
and former FDA Commissioner Dr. Scott Gottlieb tweeted on Tuesday about 
the page, which gets updated by his assistant, Abigail Keller, according to the 
institute.” [CNN, 3/10/2020] 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/03/29/coronavirus-strategy-economy-plan/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/03/29/coronavirus-strategy-economy-plan/
https://www.aei.org/profile/scott-gottlieb/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/10/politics/alex-azar-americans-tested-for-coronavirus-cnntv/index.html


 

Climate Power 2020 COVID Deniers Are Climate Deniers          67  

 

Trump Appointed American Enterprise Institute Senior Fellow John Bolton 
As His National Security Advisor. According to The Guardian: “John Bolton, 
the incoming national security adviser, will have the ear of Donald Trump at 
a perilously fraught moment in world affairs. […] Bolton, who will leave his 
post as a senior fellow at the rightwing American Enterprise Institute to join 
the White House on 9 April, has made clear his preference for how to deal 
with North Korea – bomb it.” [The Guardian, 3/22/2018] 

Bolton Supported William Happer’s Position On Climate Change And His 
Efforts To Establish A Panel To Attack The Established Science On Climate 
Change. According to The New York Times: “William Happer, the White House 
architect of a stalled plan to attack the established science of climate 
change, is leaving the Trump administration on Friday, according to three 
people familiar with his plans. […] His signature effort at the White House 
was a plan to establish a panel to question the scientific consensus that 
climate change is overwhelmingly caused by humans and is a growing threat 
to national security. […] Mr. Bolton was a supporter of Dr. Happer’s positions 
on climate change in the White House, according to several people with 
knowledge of their relationship.” [New York Times, 9/11/2019] 

AEI Resident Scholar Benjamin Zycher Signed A Letter In Support Of 
Establishing The President’s Commission On Climate Security. A March 
2019 letter circulated by the Competitive Enterprise Institute in support of 
Happer’s proposed Presidential Commission on Climate Security was signed 
by AEI Resident Scholar Benjamin Zycher. [Competitive Enterprise Institute, 
Jount Letter on the Presidential Commission on Climate Security, 
3/18/2019] 

Benjamin Zycher Is The American Enterprise Institute’s Resident 
Scholar On Energy And Environmental Policy. According to his bio on 
AEI’s website: “Benjamin Zycher is a resident scholar at the American 
Enterprise Institute (AEI), where he works on energy and 
environmental policy. He is also a senior fellow at the Pacific 
Research Institute.” [AEI.Org, Benjamin Zycher Profile, 2020] 

 

MISINFORMATION ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE 
2015: AEI Called Claims That Burning Natural Gas Would Exacerbate 
Climate Change “Completely Baseless.” In July 2015, American Enterprise 
Institute Scholar Mark J. Perry published an op-ed in the Washington Times 
arguing that there was no evidence that fracking contributes to global 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/mar/22/who-is-john-bolton-trump-national-security-adviser
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/11/climate/william-happer-climate-change-white-house.html
https://cei.org/sites/default/files/Joint%20letter%20on%20Happer%20Commission%2020190319.pdf
https://cei.org/sites/default/files/Joint%20letter%20on%20Happer%20Commission%2020190319.pdf
https://cei.org/sites/default/files/Joint%20letter%20on%20Happer%20Commission%2020190319.pdf
https://www.aei.org/profile/benjamin-zycher/
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warming. He wrote that the activists’ “extreme frackophobia — recently 
displayed in a full-page ad in The New York Times, paid for by Yoko Ono — 
rests on three faulty presumptions: Hydraulic fracking causes 
environmental damage, greater use of shale gas will exacerbate climate 
change, and the natural gas carried by the pipelines is not intended for 
American consumers but rather will go to export markets. Each of these 
three claims is completely baseless.” [Washington Times, 7/21/2015] 

2001: AEI Argued That Causes Of Climate Change Were Uncertain And That 
Effects May Be “Beneficial.” In volume 12 Issue 6 of The American 
Enterprise, American Enterprise Institute then-President Christopher 
DeMuth wrote: “The key features of the climate change debate are large 
degrees of uncertainty and a long time horizon. Although it is fairly well-
established that the Earth’s atmosphere has warmed somewhat (ne degree 
Fahrenheit) during the past century, it’s not clear why this happened. The 
warming may have been due to human impositions (the burning of fossil 
fuels and other incidents of industrial growth), or to natural solar or climate 
variations, or to some of each. Whatever the causes, we don’t know if future 
warming trends will be large or small, or whether the net environmental and 
economic consequences (including both beneficial and harmful effects) may 
be large or small.” [The American Enterprise (published by the American 
Enterprise Institute), published 2001 accessed 5/19/2020]  

MISINFORMATION ABOUT COVID-19 
American Enterprise Institute (AEI) Director Yuval Levin Published An Op-Ed 
In The Wall Street Journal That Criticized Calls For Government Reliance On 
Experts And Labeled Joe Biden’s Call To Listen To Experts An “Escapist 
Fantasy.” On May 15th 2020, AEI Director Of Social, Cultural And 
Constitutional Studies At The American Enterprise Institute Yuval Levin 
published an op-ed in the Wall Street Journal titled “The coronavirus crisis 
shows experts aren’t enough […] Expertise informs the work of republican 
self-government, but it cannot replace it […] When he is president, Mr. Biden 
said, ‘we’ll listen to the experts and heed their advice.’ Taken literally, this is 
an escapist fantasy, imagining that technical knowledge can provide a way 
out of the crushing burden of trade-offs that defines the statesman’s 
vocation.” [Wall Street Journal via American Enterprise Institute, Opinion – 
Yuval Levin, 5/15/20] 

AEI Fellow Timothy Carney Said Deaths Caused By Lockdown Orders Would 
Soon Exceed Deaths From The Virus. On May 4th 2020, American Enterprise 
Institute Resident Fellow Timothy Carney published an op-ed in the 

https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/jul/21/mark-perry-nonsensical-fractivist-pipeline-hysteri/
https://go.gale.com/ps/anonymous?id=GALE%7CA77607928&sid=googleScholar&v=2.1&it=r&linkaccess=abs&issn=10473572&p=AONE&sw=w
https://www.aei.org/op-eds/the-coronavirus-crisis-shows-experts-arent-enough/


 

Climate Power 2020 COVID Deniers Are Climate Deniers          69  

 

Washington Examiner in which he wrote: “Compare the headline numbers, 
and coronavirus deaths will probably outnumber lockdown deaths. But as 
cases decline, we will reach a point where the COVID-19 deaths we’re 
preventing are comparable to the lockdown deaths we’re causing. At that 
point, and in those places, the argument becomes very strong for loosening 
lockdown restrictions. […] We have the lockdowns in place to save lives. Let’s 
make sure we lift the lockdowns before they are, on net, costing lives.” 
[Washington Examiner, 5/4/2020] 

AEI Resident Scholar Michael Rubin Promoted Conspiracy Theories That 
Covid-19 Was A Biological Weapon Developed By The Chinese Government. 
On February 18th 2020, American Enterprise Institute Resident Scholar 
Michael Rubin wrote: “After Tom Cotton raised questions in a Fox News 
interview about whether the coronavirus originated in a Chinese biological 
warfare or military laboratory, the press criticized the Republican Arkansas 
senator for allegedly dabbling in conspiracy. However, with so many 
unanswered questions, a bit more caution might be warranted on the part of 
the press. It is just as irresponsible to trust any information put forward by 
the Chinese government as it is to voice theories absent evidence.”[American 
Enterprise Institute, 2/18/20] 

FOSSIL FUEL FUNDING CONNECTIONS 

2008 – 2016: The American Enterprise Institute 
Received A Total Of $165,000 From The American 
Petroleum Institute 
2008 - 2016: The American Enterprise Institute Received A Total Of 
$165,000 From The American Petroleum Institute. According to data from 
the Conservative Transparency Project and Media Matters, The American 
Enterprise Institute received $35,000 from The American Petroleum 
Institute in 2008, $25,000 in 2009, $25,000 in 2011, $25,000 in 2013, 
$25,000 in 2015, $15,000 in 2016, $15,000 in 2018. [Conservative 
Transparency Project, via DeSmog Blog, Accessed 5/15/2020] 

1998 – 2016: The American Enterprise Institute 
Received A Total Of $4,480,000 From ExxonMobil 
1998 - 2016: The American Enterprise Institute Received $4,480,000 From 
ExxonMobil. According to data from the Conservative Transparency Project 
and Media Matters, The American Enterprise Institute received $200,000 

https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/columnists/the-coronavirus-is-killing-thousands-so-is-the-lockdown
https://www.aei.org/op-eds/was-coronavirus-a-bioweapon-we-dont-know-but-history-shows-we-cant-trust-china/
https://www.desmogblog.com/american-enterprise-institute
https://www.desmogblog.com/american-enterprise-institute
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from ExxonMobil in 1998, $230,000 in 2001, $280,000 in 2002, $260,000 in 
2003, $255,000 in 2004, $265,000 in 2005, $265,000 in 2006, $240,000 in 
2007, $245,000 in 2008, $235,000 in 2009, $245,000 in 2010, $295,000 in 
2011, $260,000 in 2012, $335,000 in 2013, $310,000 in 2014, $325,000 in 
2015, and $200,000 in 2016. [Conservative Transparency Project, via 
DeSmog Blog, Accessed 5/15/2020] 

2004 – 2017: The American Enterprise Institute 
Received A Total Of $2,171,121 From Koch Entities 
2004 – 2017: The American Enterprise Institute Received A Total Of 
$6,201,468 From The Charles G. Koch Charitable Foundation. According to 
data from Greenpeace, The American Enterprise Institute received $50,000 
from the Charles G. Koch Foundation in 2004, $100,000 in 2006, $200,000 in 
2011, $517,289 in 2012, $910,000 in 2013, $30,710 in 2014, $23,257 in 
2015, $15,000 in 2016, and $317,000 in 2017. [GreenPeace.Org,  Accessed 
5/19/2020] 

2014: The American Enterprise Institute Received A Total Of $7,365 From 
The Charles Koch Institute. According to data from Greenpeace, The 
American Enterprise Institute received $7,365 from the Charles Koch 
Institute in 2014. [GreenPeace.Org,  Accessed 5/19/2020] 

  

https://www.desmogblog.com/american-enterprise-institute
https://www.desmogblog.com/american-enterprise-institute
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/koch-industries/
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/koch-industries/
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/climate-deniers/koch-industries/
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MANHATTAN INSTITUTE FOR POLICY 
RESEARCH 

TIES TO TRUMP 

Influence On Policy 
Trump Repeated The Claims Of Manhattan Institute Senior Fellow Brian 
Riedl That The Green New Deal Would Cost $100 Trillion. According to The 
Washington Post: “President Trump said the Green New Deal will cost $100 
trillion. But the Democratic authors of the sweeping climate change 
effort that also includes significant changes to the social safety net didn’t 
estimate how much such an effort would cost American taxpayers. In fact, 
the president’s $100 trillion figures seems to have originated from one 
conservative’s back-of-the-envelope calculations on Twitter. Brian Riedl, a 
senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute who is formerly an economist for 
the Senate Finance Committee and an adviser to Mitt Romney’s and Marco 
Rubio’s presidential campaigns, said he has not been in contact with the 
White House about the math that gave rise to the exorbitant price tag. 
‘Maybe my tweet had more influence than I thought,’ he said in a telephone 
interview.” [Washington Post, 3/21/2019] 

Riedl’s Analysis, Delivered In A Series Of Tweets, Ricocheted Around 
Right-Wing Blogs And Was Repeated By Trump Days Later At A 
Speech Given In Texas. According to The Washington Post: “On Feb. 8, 
before the American Action Forum report came out, Riedl tried 
tabulating the cost of the deal in a series of Twitter messages. He 
conceded he had ‘No idea’ how to determine the cost of some items, 
such as replacing gasoline-powered vehicles or making buildings 
more energy-efficient nationwide. But Riedl said the total ‘must be 
heading towards $100 trillion.’ From there, that figure ricocheted 
around right-wing blogs like Townhall until Trump mentioned it in his 
Feb. 11 speech in Texas.” [Washington Post, 3/21/2019] 

The Manhattan Institute’s Heather Mac Donald Was Part Of The “Chorus Of 
Conservative Thinkers” Pushing Trump To End Social Distancing Measures. 
According to The Washington Post: “Trump has spoken in recent days of 
lifting social distancing policies that have shut down nonessential 
businesses around the United States after a 15-day period ends to ‘have the 
country opened up and just raring to go by Easter.’ Trump wants U.S. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/paloma/the-energy-202/2019/03/21/the-energy-202-trump-s-100-trillion-price-tag-for-the-green-new-deal-may-have-come-from-a-tweet/5c9270d51b326b0f7f38f205/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/paloma/the-energy-202/2019/03/21/the-energy-202-trump-s-100-trillion-price-tag-for-the-green-new-deal-may-have-come-from-a-tweet/5c9270d51b326b0f7f38f205/
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economy ‘opened up and raring to go’ by Easter Behind him, a chorus of 
conservative thinkers, pundits and politicians have been sowing arguments 
to support a potential walk-back of the policies that public health experts say 
will slow the spread of coronavirus and limit the number of severe cases 
inundating hospitals. […] Heather Mac Donald, a conservative thinker and 
Thomas W. Smith fellow at the Manhattan Institute, sees the restrictions 
as ’a warm-up for their wish-list of sweeping economic interventions.’ […] 
Mac Donald was one of the early voices against aggressive social distancing. 
She called the shelter-in-place policies mandated by some state officials 
“unbridled panic” in a March 13 op-ed that downplayed the virus because of 
low numbers of infections and deaths in the U.S. at the time. There are now 
nearly 55,000 confirmed cases and almost 800 deaths in the U.S., but Mac 
Donald’s position remains the same.” [Washington Post, 3/25/2020] 

Trump Nominated Manhattan Institute Board Member Andrew Saul To Head 
The Social Security Administration. According to ThinkProgress: “The Senate 
Finance Committee held a hearing Tuesday morning on President Donald 
Trump’s nominee to lead the Social Security Administration, Andrew Saul, a 
former vice chairman of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA). 
Like other Trump nominees, Saul has no background in the field he was 
chosen to lead. He did, however, serve on the board of the Manhattan 
Institute for Policy Research, a right-wing think tank whose visiting fellows 
include Charles Murray, a race scientist who has argued that white people 
are intellectually superior to Black and Latinx individuals, and Abigail 
Thernstrom, political scientist who believes that affirmative action programs 
set Black children up for failure and that race barriers in America were 
eliminated when President Barack Obama was elected.” [ThinkProgress, 
10/3/2018] 

Trump Appointed Manhattan Institute Senior Fellow Chester Finn To The 
National Board For Education Sciences. According to a November 2019 
newsletter from the American Education Research Association: “On 
November 22, President Donald Trump announced his intent to appoint 
three members to the National Board for Education Sciences (NBES), which 
advises the director of the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) on the 
agency’s activities and approves priorities and peer review procedures for 
IES. The three appointees are […] Chester Finn, distinguished senior fellow 
and president emeritus of the Thomas B. Fordham Institute. […] Before 
serving at the Fordham Institute, Finn was the assistant secretary for 
research and improvement and counselor to the secretary at the U.S. 
Department of Education. In addition to his tenure as the Fordham Institute’s 
president from 1997 to 2014, he was the John M. Olin Fellow at the 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/03/25/coronavirus-glenn-beck-trump/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwid5KvxwIvqAhXOoHIEHaB2DnIQFjAEegQIAhAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Farchive.thinkprogress.org%2Ftrump-pick-social-security-allegedly-impersonated-police-officer-666aa57d9212%2F&usg=AOvVaw2V-vIT-q4BsfxFJQ0vu67U
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwid5KvxwIvqAhXOoHIEHaB2DnIQFjAEegQIAhAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Farchive.thinkprogress.org%2Ftrump-pick-social-security-allegedly-impersonated-police-officer-666aa57d9212%2F&usg=AOvVaw2V-vIT-q4BsfxFJQ0vu67U
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Manhattan Institute, founding partner and senior scholar with the Edison 
Project, and professor of education and public policy at Vanderbilt 
University, among other roles.” [American Education Research Association, 
November 2019 Newsletter] 

MISINFORMATION ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE 
In A 2007 Report On Energy And The Environment, The Manhattan Institute 
Disputed The Science Supporting Manmade Climate Change And An 
Increase In Temperatures Over The Past 50 Years. In a 2007 report, the 
Manhattan Institute stated: “To what degree are human-induced 
greenhouse gases responsible for warming the atmosphere? The answer is 
unclear. Despite the certitude with which the media and politicians treat the 
issue, the science remains muddled. Temperatures fluctuate: they go up in 
some regions, down in others, and may be affected by naturally occurring 
phenomena, such as El Niño.” [The Manhattan Institute, Energy & The 
Environment: Myths & Facts, 2007, Accessed 5/15/2020 via WayBack 
Archive] 

In An Updated Version Of The Report, Issued In April 2009, The Manhattan 
Institute Pointed To Warming On Other Planets As Cause For Questioning 
Climate Science. In an April 2009 report, the Manhattan Institute stated: 
“Both the Earth’s average temperature and global carbon-dioxide emissions 
increased during the twentieth century. But what should we make of 
research showing recent warming on Mars and Pluto, planets without 
power plants or automobiles? Is planetary warming simply a natural 
phenomenon? A better understanding of the issues surrounding these and 
similar questions is needed, if policymakers intend to craft prudent energy 
policies.” [The Manhattan Institute, Energy & The Environment: Myths & 
Facts Second Edition, 2009, Accessed 5/15/2020 via WayBack Archive] 

The Report Disputed Man-Man Climate Change As A “Myth.” In an 
April 2009 report, the Manhattan Institute stated: “MYTH 10: Humans 
are the main drivers of the greenhouse effect, which is likely to cause 
global warming.” [The Manhattan Institute, Energy & The 
Environment: Myths & Facts Second Edition, 2009, Accessed 
5/15/2020 via WayBack Archive] 

2011: Manhattan Institute Senior Fellow Robert Bryce Penned An Op-Ed 
Arguing That Fracked Shale Gas And Nuclear Were More Environmentally 
Friendly Than Solar And Wind Power. In a 2011 New York Times opinion 
piece titled “The Gas Is Greener,” Manhattan Institute Senior Fellow Robert 
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Bryce wrote: “Such profligate use of resources is the antithesis of the 
environmental ideal. Nearly four decades ago, the economist E. F. 
Schumacher distilled the essence of environmental protection down to three 
words: ‘Small is beautiful.’ In the rush to do something — anything — to deal 
with the intractable problem of greenhouse gas emissions, environmental 
groups and policy makers have determined that renewable energy is the 
answer. But in doing so they’ve tossed Schumacher’s dictum into the ditch. 
All energy and power systems exact a toll. If we are to take Schumacher’s 
phrase to heart while also reducing the rate of growth of greenhouse gas 
emissions, we must exploit the low-carbon energy sources — natural gas 
and, yes, nuclear — that have smaller footprints.” [The New York Times, 
Opinion – Robert Bryce, 6/7/2011] 

2015: Manhattan Institute Senior Fellow Mark Mills Promoted 
Hydrocarbons And Claimed The United States Was Not “Running Out Of 
Energy.” In a 2013 post, Manhattan Institute Senior Fellow Mark Mills wrote: 
“The United States is not running out of energy. It is time to appreciate the 
staggering economic and geopolitical benefits that the development of our 
vast hydrocarbon resources can bring. It is no overstatement to say that 
jobs related to extraction, transport, and export of hydrocarbons can 
awaken the United States from its economic doldrums and produce revenue 
such that key national needs can be met—including renewal of 
infrastructure and investment in scientific research.” [The Manhattan 
Institute, Accessed 5/15/2020 via WayBack Archive]  

2016: Manhattan Institute Senior Fellow Oren Cass Claimed Human 
Contributions To Climate Change Were “Not Well Supported.” In a 2016 
Issue Brief, Manhattan Institute Senior Fellow Orin Cass wrote: “There is a 
consensus among climate scientists that human activity is contributing to 
climate change. However, claims that rising temperatures pose an 
existential threat to the human race or modern civilization are not well 
supported by climate science or economics; to the contrary, they are every 
bit as far from the mainstream as claims that climate change is not 
occurring or that it will be beneficial.” [The Manhattan Institute, Issue Brief – 
Climate Costs in Context, November 2016, Accessed 5/15/2020 via 
WayBack Archive] 

2017: Manhattan Institute Senior Fellow Oren Cass Penned An Op-Ed For 
The National Review Titled “Climate-Change Activists Are The Real Science 
Deniers.” In an opinion piece published by the National Review on May 1, 
2017, Manhattan Institute Senior Fellow Oren Cass wrote: “And then a funny 
thing happened: ‘Denial’ gave way to those more reasoned arguments. 
Perhaps the accumulation of scientific evidence changed minds. Perhaps it 
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was only the political reality that sank in. Regardless, opponents of 
aggressive climate policy mostly stopped questioning whether the climate 
was warming and whether human activity played a role — the two points of 
agreement that define the famous ‘97 percent consensus’ of climate 
scientists — and started explaining why that consensus did not justify costly 
and ineffective policies. This shift in focus from the basic science of climate 
change to its public-policy implications has been a disaster for climate 
activists, exposing the flabbiness at the core of their position. Softened by 
years of punching down at their opponents’ worst arguments, they became 
addicted to asserting that ‘science says so,’ and they are now lost when it 
doesn’t.” [National Review, Opinion, 5/1/2017] 

MISINFORMATION ABOUT COVID-19 
The Manhattan Institute Published An Article From Fellow Heather Mac 
Donald, In Which She Disputed Concerns About Covid-19 Death Rates. 
According to The Guardian, “In the US, some of the same groups that have 
petitioned the Trump administration to debate human-caused climate 
disruption and to roll back climate standards are sowing distrust of 
epidemiological research.  […] The Manhattan Institute, which calls itself a 
free-market thinktank, ran an article from Heather MacDonald in which she 
wrote: ‘Even if my odds of dying from coronavirus should suddenly jump ten-
thousand-fold, from the current rate of 0.000012 percent across the U.S. 
population all the way up to 0.12 percent, I’d happily take those odds over 
the destruction being wrought on the U.S. and global economy from this 
unbridled panic.’” [The Guardian, 4/25/2020] 

In The Article, MacDonald Argued That There Was Mounting Evidence 
That Covid-19 Was “Magnitudes Less Deadly Than Was Advertised.” 
On April 27, 2020, The Manhattan Institute ran an article from 
Institute fellow Heather MacDonald, in which MacDonald argued, 
“The public health establishment is fighting desperately to maintain 
this degree of hysteria in the populace, in order to prolong its 
newfound power over almost every aspect of American life. Death will 
erupt if the lockdowns are lifted, the experts warn every few minutes 
on the cable news networks, to the angry approbation of the anchors. 
‘It’s going to backfire,’ Dr Anthony Fauci warned on April 20. Even as 
evidence keeps mounting that the virus is magnitudes less deadly 
than was advertised, the public health professionals are hardening 
their economy-killing prescriptions, rather than loosening them.” [The 
Manhattan Institute, 4/27/2020] 
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MacDonald Argued The Covid-19 Death Rate Was “Much Lower” Than 
Experts’ Assessments. In an April 27, 2020 article, MacDonald wrote, 
“Though recent data from New York and California reveal that the virus’s 
prevalence in the population has been much greater than previously known 
(and the death rate much lower than our experts have asserted), it is 
unlikely that 300 million Americans will become infected.” [The Manhattan 
Institute, 4/27/2020] 

FOSSIL FUEL FUNDING CONNECTIONS 

Since 1998, The Manhattan Institute Has Received 
$1,325,200 From ExxonMobil 
The Manhattan Institute Received $635,000 From ExxonMobil From 1998 
Through 2012. According to Exxon Secrets, a Greenpeace project, The 
Manhattan Institute for Policy research has received $635,000 from 
ExxonMobil from 1998 to 2012.  [ExxonSecrets.Org, Accessed 5/15/2020] 

Since 2012, ExxonMobil Has Given An Additional $690,000 To The 
Manhattan Institute. According to data from the Conservative Transparency 
Project and Media Matters, The Manhattan Institute received $65,000 from 
ExxonMobil in 2013, $100,000 in 2014, $200,000 in 2015, $135,000 in 2016, 
$115,200 in 2017, and $75,000 in 2018. [ExxonMobil, Worldwide 
Contributions and Community Investments Report, 2018] 

1986 – 2017:  The Manhattan Institute Received A 
Total Of $3,232,717 From Koch Entities 
2012 - 2017: The Manhattan Institute Received A Total Of $1,025,817 From 
The Charles G. Koch Charitable Foundation. According to data from 
Greenpeace, The Manhattan Institute received $100,000 from The Charles 
G. Koch Foundation in 2012, $198,000 in 2013, $166,300 in 2014, $56,362 in 
2015, $235,062 in 2016, and $270,093 in 2017. [GreenPeace.Org,  Accessed 
5/19/2020] 

1999 – 2012: The Manhattan Institute Received A Total Of $2,100,000 From 
The Claude R. Lambe Charitable Foundation. According to data from 
Greenpeace, The Manhattan Institute received $25,000 from The Claude R. 
Lambe Charitable Foundation in 1999, $100,000  in 2001, $200,000 in 2003, 
$200,000 in 2004, $200,000 in 2005, $200,000 in 2006, $200,000 in 2007, 
$200,000 in 2008, $200,000 in 2009, $200,000 in 2010, $200,000 in 2011, 
and $175,000 in 2012. [GreenPeace.Org,  Accessed 5/19/2020] 
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1986 – 1987: The Manhattan Institute Received A Total Of $50,000 From The 
David H. Koch Charitable Foundation. According to data from Greenpeace, 
The Manhattan Institute received $25,000 from The David H. Koch 
Charitable Foundation in 1986 and $25,000 in 1987. [GreenPeace.Org,  
Accessed 5/19/2020] 

2014 – 2017: The Manhattan Institute Received A Total Of $56,900 From The 
Charles Koch Institute. According to data from Greenpeace, The Manhattan 
Institute received $15,200 from The Charles Koch Institute in 2014, $24,200 
in 2015, $9,000 in 2016, and $8,500 in 2017. [GreenPeace.Org,  Accessed 
5/19/2020] 
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